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t N\B a A R S y. u Q 6 CAT WRITERS’ \
Message
By Susan M. Ewing, CWA President
We Really Need to See You
at this Yearps erie|
Our 2012 conference was wonderful! Los Angeles offered blue skies and lovely Cat Wr i1 t e
temperatures, the hotel was very nice, and the staff was super helpful. Amy pregented Association
a wonderful_ 28 anniversary recap that had us all nodding our heads and sometirfles (WWW.catwriters,ory
shedding a tear as we recalled eventg|s from CWAOS pasg|t.
was stellar and Ani mal Pl anet s Jackison Galofetsy was d g
cats! Zeki, Dustyods foster cat who ¢|nd eWUSANMPEWING FresidenATr ¢ e n
Marilyn Kreiger brought two gorgeous Bengals. o 66 A damzhgtfr‘:ézlﬁriigﬁny \Y 14701
The only disappointment was the attendance. Usually, attendance is higher {he Email: dogwriter @windstream.net
first year in a new location, but that was not the case this past year. Attendance Was
lower than in our last year in White Plains. Our awards banquet, which typically has DUSTY RAINBOLT, Vice President
at least 100 people attending, had fewer than 70. Honestly, none of us minds the|wofK s, Jea2r00%2 " Fax: 2146329367
we put in to the conference, but we are sad when so few people show up. Email: dustycatwriter@pobox.com
Wedve discussed this in Council angd have decided t|lo
conference to Dallas in 2013 instead of staying in California. The DFW Airportisa ~ JANEAKELEEY, Secretary
hub for sever al airline compani es, | N d3 sHRri@rCsduss Mrtank ME 61181|| N O
reasonable for members who want to attend. The dates are Octdveva&hber 2. Email: janea@pawsandeffect.com
Dusty has prepared a questionnaire regarding seminar topics, so please do '(,sp%LEIENE TARTAGLIA, Treasurer
to that and let her know what would entice you to come to the conference. See Jag&8 one: 730771691 (C), 3523048531 (H)
19-20 in this issue dMEOWandplease return the form to Dusty! 9024 SW 91st Circle, Ocala, FL 34481
| realize that there are other conferences of all kinds that may tempt membeis Email: ATartaglial@cfl.rr.com
away from our conference, but we try hard to schedule relevant topics and you rgally Council of Directors
candbét beat our conference price. Pl ¢lase hehsgof014s pr epen
attend, so that we can continue to offer them. If attendance continues to drop and we Angle Bailey
stop the conferences, | 0Om not sure We coO A,I N%' regai
. . . ia Zob Nolan
we now have if we wanted to ever have a conference agaid without the Robin A F. Olson
conferences, would we still have a contest? Would we just mail awards with no Class of 2013
awards ceremony? | toés something to {|hink JadBauu VM
I donét know what the weather i s I|] ke whAadregbDory oy | i|lve
cl i mat e l 6m stil]l in t he snow bel t of wWesStidilicime D&Y YT K
before Christmas when we got about 18 inches. Then another 12 inches or so afrived Amy D. Shojai, CABC
just before New Yeards. The dogs Il oyle it, but it segms
fiporch catso away. Immediate-Past President
Two cats have been frequent visitors to our front porch. One is a gorgeous bjack Amy D. Shojai, CABC
cat with vivid green eyes. He or she spent a part of every day on the porch until the MEOW Editor Emeritus
snow came. The cat liked the shelter, | think, and also hoped to snag one of the|birds Betsy Stowe
who was coming to our feeder. The cats canédét reach he
porch are too thick to easily admit a cat, but sometimes the birds land on the poic¢h '\lg"ésllg\ltt%;'f(f\"tgr
railing, and that the cats can reach. Phone 305651639 * Fax: 3055651639
The other cat is a lorlgaired grayandwhite cat. Now that the black cat is gone|, P.O. Box 430784, Miami, FL 33243784
thegrayandwhi t e one is visiting more oftlen. G§'H&en0Gugogliey o els n ¢
but heds not as patient as the blackl cat. pwlhh&essdr ay and
so heds closer to the bush and the flleedexareNnPRENCEWI t h ||t h
going to get close enough to become ||a Phae 93457261 Fax §0BR341651 00
on sparrows for dinner. When it comels "C8*UyBng T fat
reallyisavitue but it certainly doesndét guajtantee success! DZ
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CWA Special Conference Report: Inside the Cat Medi@eq)

fiLike, from Cats the musical . o TH
They rewrote gospel hymns into cat lyrics. The editaCaff

Fancys ang

i Me mo r y . GhickerhSaup fouthelCatourse, fvas rescued after some

eyeswlosatemecstasy.rZeki, wh
now helps teach a pet firatd

Lover &Gang&song fro@arouse] Al f | Loked feaduhe&r in he
recast as if sung from the perspective of a stray cat. trying to skin b o |
The obstacles to cat wri tlexplagns.ar e | egi on ave
voices in your head that st opsmalbcio®dis gatmesng r ra
asks. #fAltoés called an i nn e|mow Theytakedurnd snappingc par
teacher, your friend, your |plotos oftheftat, withithe cag a
my mot her, o0 Stretton says. |edcbothereviththe gat. n g % ‘ i nos
di dno6t un daevrtiaglife.Be a nurkeeBe @ doctor]  There are many in this crowd Barbara Stretton
Mom urged. who have more to say about cats than will fit in a-page

Photo by Paul Glassner

Presenter Arden“Moore with Cat Ambassador Zeki and Jackson
DIFflFE&X &0l NJ mMfCatfrgmitell £ t f | y §

Stretton chose her own pa
hardboiled cat detective novels suchirhge Case of the
Purloined PersianBut she was well into her 30s before she
published her first book.

As proof of her longsimmering creativity, she passes
around a tiny comic book she drew when she was so youn
she couldndét even spell hepr

Stretton once read that it helps to draw a picture of youy

inner critic. So she drew a picture of a sheep... that looked
her mother.
The true inner critic, o f

yourself. When this realization sets in, it helps, Stretton say

magazine piece. They have entire Russian novels in them. To
these aspiring authors, Lonnie Hull Dupont, the wéipart
acquisitions editor for the Revell division of Baker Publishing
Group, offers advice: It is not enough to write a book whose

main premise is, AYeah, the
have fia second energy. o It n
ily. This cat saved me from

But dondét overdo the schmal

force your beliefs on other people. As an example, Dupont of-
fers up a story about one of her authors, Don Piper, who wrote
the Christian memo®0 Minutes in Heaverwhich has sold 5
million copies. In it, Piper talks about what he supposedly saw
in Heaven after a semi hit his car and he was pronounced dead
Now, Dupont is both a Chri s
her Bible. The Book of Revelations says there will be horses at
the apocal ypse. iHor ses? Tha
that means theyoll need mous
When she and Dupont recently had dinner, she asked him,
ADo people ever ask you if 'y
people do ask, he told her, and no, he did not see his pets there
Butiand hereb6s thédhmodaksobdtth
readers that. |t wouldndét be
Ulti mately, if youdve got t
necessarily identify as a cat writer per se to be published in the
¢@i wo Hlighd rﬁa@azinee [One @at Fanc_\f) S Write
S ear_s ubl i
l\gaqi't 2h y0 Cnow tdnseu ﬁthﬁogof
gotten amazing query letters from prison, she says, though they
decided not to proceed to as
violent background.
In any case, be prepared for a brutal selection proCass.
i ditor reads
J(%y‘%t‘hne for (%gngwﬁgc%mp out at her desk with a stack
I?<e t hem, going fANo, no, no,
very fast what will work and
nWeosee made. oI i t er oxhoeronbe
S, and'hér Su

gI’:an
sub

a

remember F. Scott Fitzgeral
of the soul , ités al ways 3
In the fluorescent | ight

afternoon. A writer has just brought in a cat, a Turkish Van
named Zeki. The cat is passed into the arms of Dusty Rain
the writer who fostered he
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This article first appeared November 21, 2012 LinA We e k | 6
Candyland blog byGendy Alimurung Follow Gendyon Twitter at
@gendyalimurungand for more arts news follow@LAWeeklyArts

and like the newspaper oRacebook See the article online, with photog,

at http://blogs.laweekly.com/arts/2012/11/cat writers association.php ¢

It is reprinted here with the kind permission &fA Weekly .
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By Nancy Marano, (EY\CWA Contest Chair

My cats and | are watching the email inbox and searching Internet messages hoping there will be a volunteer. But we
havendt seen one yet. Where are you?

I f you werenb6ét at this yearb6s conference, perhaps yo
chair the contest for four years and think it is time
because | am very willing to help my replacement with questions, suggestions, and anything | can do from the sidelines.
My cats want me back as a ftilne servant and playmasterc hi ef . Theydve enjoyed pl ay
rough entries, and occasionally reading a bit ffom t
m busy recording entries or—heinao verv nice to the

The requirements for contest chair are VOLUNTEER NOWCWA NEEDS YOU

1. MUST BE ORGANIZEDi Candét stress that one enough.

2. You will be in charge of the contest committee. These are the five or six people who will help you steer the contest
see whether rules need to be updated or categories need to be added or deleted. They also have your back if there is a ¢
about anything dealing with the contest. The committee work should begin by the end or February or beginning of March.

3. You will be responsible for finding judges for the regular categories and the special awards. CWA members are
wonder f ul about volunteering to judge, so that wonoét &

4. Each regular entry is sent to three judges. You assign the judges to each category, ship the entries to them, get the
score sheets back, and figure out the winners. Learning the identity of winners first is the fun part.

5. You will deal with Special Award sponsors and the Special Award judges.

6. You will order the Muse Medallioff8 and make sure all the awards get to the conference hotel before the conference
starts.

7. You answer guestions from entrants, sponsors, and judges and write artiglE©OMY lists for the website, and
anything else that has to do with the contest.

8. Your busiest time will be from the middle of June to the middle of July. Then you can take a breather in August whil
the judges do their work.

9. You will preside over the awards banquet at the conference and hand out the awards. This is another very enjoyab
part of the job. Love to see those winning smiles.

You make sure the awards get to the winners who are not able to be at the conference.

t h
| ©

Did | mention you get paid to do this job? Well, you do: $1000 plus reimbursement for any expenses you have. And y«
get your conference fees comped.

Anyone who has an interest in taking this job, please contact mmeasino@aol.corar CWA President Su Ewing at
dogwirter@winstream.net | am happy to answer your questions and |
on the contest committee as a backup. Please think about this and let me hear from you. The contest work begins in Mart
and we need someone in place by then.

One last thing: You will get to know a lot of CWA membérat least by email during the contest. This is rewarding,
too, and youdll feel as though you know them when you

Photos © photographer Nancy Marano

‘ .‘-,__'.__

L4}

ONE MORE THING YOU WILL NEED CAT HELPERS!!
bl yde O2dzZ RyQi KF@S R2yS Al 6AdGK2dzd /FftASET {lFYYez FyR alE
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2012 CWA SPECIAL AWARD WINNERS

NOTE: If you have questions about any of the Special Awards,

please contact CWA Contest Chair Nancy Maranonabtarano@aol.com

#1717 DR. JIM RICHARDS CORNELL FELINE HEALTH CENTER VETERINARY

ISSUES AWARD, s

highestquality entry on the topic of technological advances, research, new medical
developments, or innovations in feline veterinary medicine designed to educate the gemeral
catowning public about new developmentsAwarded to Rebecca Sweat for her article

AUnl ocking

Hills Cat Hospital. She is currently President of the American Association of Veterinary|State
Boards (AAVSB) and Chairperson of the New York State Board for Veterinary Medicing.

ponsored by Cornell Universi|ltyds Feline Healt

Judge DrCHeldreTuzio, DVYM, is a Senior Associate at the Forgst

AThis article is very well written. lt]is easy to undejrs

a

Ri
K
Vv

#31 THE FRISKIES® WRITER OF THE YEAR AWARD,
sponsored by Purina, is given to the writer who has done th
most to promote the welfare, health, and proper care of cat

during the

Awarded to Dusty Rainbolt. ~ Judge: Jack (John P.) Aldridg

graduated from Cornell

in 1971. He joined the San Francisco SPCA in 1976 where he
recently retired as Director of Veterinary Services. His wife

also a veterinarian and

Veterinary Hospital in San Francisco. The Aldridges currently
have two dogs and three cats, all strays or rescue animals from
shelters. He has served for many years as Vice President of the

award. ~

very i mp oThe award corsistpaf 5000~ ~

#2171 THE FANCY FEAST® LOVE STORY AWARD , sponsored by Purina, is presented to the entrant
who best captures the magic of the loving relationship between cats and their evhveasded to Joanne
Rocklin for The Five Lives of Our Cat Zoak-Judge: Vickie Fisher is President of The International Cat
Association (TICA), a Maine Coon Cat breeder for over 20 years, and an Approaieéd Judge and

ng Instructor. A former state government executive, she is President and Founder of Albuquerque Kenr
ompadres, a nonprofit Afriendsod of the City Ar
il ain. Sever al wo nd e r fThelawarde@onsgsts ®ft$500 an@ ssconanerorative

contest year ;~the award is for fia body of wjr

with a Doctor of Veterinary Medicin

recent past owner of Especially Cat

San Francisco Veterinary M¢dical Association. Dr. Al drl d

hobbies include organic vegetable gardening, mycology, wr|t-

i ng, and wi

and picking between them was difficult. | ultimately chose Dusty

Rainbolt for the combin

information for cat lovers, focus on the special awards critefia DUSTY RAINBOLT with her many 2012 awardBhoto by Paul Glassner

nemaking. AMy four top entries were all quilfte

ation of extensive and somewhat defailed

concepts, and overall readability. Accuracy of information was
al so a strong positive. I al so appreciat ed Thelawardrcansisgsef o f

$500 and a cat figurine

well, god writing voice,

Meow

#4171 THE HARTZ EVERY DAY CHEWABLE VITAMIN  AWARD, sponsored by Hartz Mountain
Corporation, honors the highegtiality entry on the topic of older catsAwarded to Debbie Swanson

for her articl e # @udgeryiaknThadyer, DEN, im Prasgentof the Winn Feline
Foundation. She has considerable leadership experience in organized veterinary medicine with the
American Veterinary Medicine Association (AVMA) and the American Association of Feline Practitioner
(AAFP), as well as in other community activities. She was a Director on the board of AAFP for 20 years
and President of the Association from 1996 thr
from 2004 to 2010. AThis was a difficult cont e
delivered and it came down to standing out just a little bit more in one or two areas of scoring. In the en
I selected ACompanyds Comingd by Debbie Swansc
and was well organized. The article seemed to be consistently well done in all thesscoringc,ntinyed )

Winter 2013 5


mailto:nmarano@aol.com

