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The 2013 CWA Writers' Conference is just around the corner. Pack your bags and meet us October 31-November 

2 at the Sheraton DFW Airport Hotel, 4440 W. John Carpenter Freeway, Irving, TX 75063 for a spectacular weekend 

celebration of cats and cat writing. Call 972-929-8400 to make last-minute reservations. There is a free shuttle to and 

from DFW airport and the hotel. Pets are welcome and, for the conference, the hotel has waived the $35 pet fee. 

You’ll be joining us for one of our most innovative conferences! Our theme is “Reinventing Yourself for the   

Digital Age” and, appropriately, our conference has been practically reinvented as well to make it better than ever. 

If you haven’t made your reservations for the conference, contact Sharon Melnyk at samelnyk@gmail.com. Our 

registration fees provide members one of the best bargains you’ll find anywhere, only $150 for members and $200 for 

non-members and this includes five meals and all seminars.  

 Those who paid for full registration in advance had the chance to sign up for editor/agent appointments — always 

a popular feature of the conference because many assignments are made on the spot at our conference! 

BooksAMillion is hosting the book sale and autograph party Saturday afternoon and Sunday. The bookstore      

ordered books in advance and also will sell books brought on consignment.  

NO TRICKS, JUST LOTS OF TREATS on Halloween night! You won’t want to miss the Halloween icebreaker 

Thursday evening! The fun starts at 6:30. We’ll stuff our goody bags with lots of cat and dog treats, and then enjoy 

refreshments provided by AdoptAShelter.com.  

 Costumes are encouraged, but don’t let 

lack of a costume stop you from attending! 

This is a great time to see old friends and make 

new ones as we begin the conference. 

Once the conference events start, as you’ll 

see from the jam-packed schedule included in 

this issue of MEOW, we will have several days 

of nonstop, can’t-miss presentations, including 

unique opportunities to learn about pet first aid 

and rescue pet photography during daylong 

workshops. 

For details, see the schedule in this issue  

of MEOW and online at our new CWA      

website, which has been changed to 

www.catwriters.com (no longer .org). 

The annual CWA Awards Banquet will 

cap off our purr-ific 2013 conference. Come 

and celebrate with us. I can’t wait to see you 

there, “deep in the heart of Texas”! ♥ 
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It seems like only yesterday that our garden was being planted. Now, 

we’ve had lettuce and beans, cucumbers and radishes. Our tomatoes are     

ripening and we’ve enjoyed fresh sweet corn. Potatoes are next. 

Our CWA garden has been growing, too. We’re harvesting some terrific 

“produce” for our Dallas conference. You’ll find amazing speakers, eager  

editors, an entire day of information specifically geared toward rescue, and 

bushels of friends. Come to Dallas and get recharged! 

Some other seeds have sprouted as well. CWA has formed a partnership 

with BarkWorld. Next year, members won’t have to make a choice between   

a blogging conference and our conference. CWA and BarkWorld will join 

forces in Atlanta, Georgia for a “blow-your-socks-off” event that will       

combine the best of both organizations. 

We’re still working on all the details, but it’s an exciting time. Thanks so 

much to the committee of Amy Shojai, Dusty Rainbolt, and Chris Ruben who 

made it happen. 

Another blossom in our garden is a new logo! The Council has been   

muttering about the need for a new logo for a while, and new member Debbie 

Glovatsky was happen to cultivate some samples for consideration. The new 

logo will be unveiled at the conference. Thanks, Debbie, and thanks to Layla 

Morgan Wilde for suggesting her! 

AND, Layla got a sponsor to provide T-shirts, so everyone who attends 

the conference will get one of the cool shirts that Debbie designed. Another 

thanks to Debbie for the design and Layla for getting a sponsor, and to Peach 

Industries (www.peachindustries.com) for being that sponsor! 

But wait, there’s more! Our old website served us long and well, but in      

today’s world, websites need a bit more flash and more frequent changes in 

content. We talked about it for a long time, but that’s as far as we got, until 

Dusty decided she was tired of waiting! The result is www.catwriters.com  

and it’s fantastic! It’s still a work in progress, but we think members and   

nonmembers alike will find it full of information and easy to use. 

Whew! Council has worked hard and produced a bumper crop, and one 

that will nourish us for many seasons to come. 

I’m so excited about all the changes that I almost wish I were going to 

continue as president. Not because I have any doubts about the ability of new 

officers, but because everything is so exciting and fun! Well, I’ll still be on 

the Council, and I don’t intend to miss anything. 

Don’t you miss anything, either. Come to Dallas, check out the website, 

and make your plans to attend the joint conference in Atlanta in 2014! ♥ 

President’s  
Message 

By Susan M. Ewing, CWA President  

CWA’s Bumper Crop of  
Exciting Developments! 

Coming in 2014: CWA’s MeowWorld Conference! 

mailto:dogwriter@windstream.net
mailto:dustycatwriter@pobox.com
mailto:wendy@wendycats.com
mailto:ATartaglia1@cfl.rr.com
mailto:karen90@attglobal.net
mailto:dustycatwriter@pobox.com
http://www.peachindustries.com/
http://www.catwriters.com/
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Speed-Dating for Writers,  

Self-Publishers & Publishing Pros 
 

Are you a freelance editor, cover illustrator or layout   

expert? Or do you need publishing help? Whether you plan to 

self-publish your next book or need a new Website–or you’re 

an publishing pro eager for clients, CWA offers a match-

making deal you won’t want to miss! 
 

WE’RE LOOKING FOR: 
Photographers & Illustrators 

Editors & Marketing Experts 

Book Cover & Website Designers 

Layout & Book Designers (Print and E-pub) 

Voice Over Artists for Audio Books 

Social Marketing Mavens & SEO Experts 

Book Doctors, Life Coaches, Virtual Assistants & More 
 

Friday afternoon November 1st 4:30-5:20 ROOM A 
during the Conference will be set aside for one-on-one meet-

ings to make professional connectons. The meetings will run 

between 5-10 minutes each, long enough for “vendors” to 

“pitch” your services to those interested. If you run out of 

time, make a date to continue the conversation at the Friday 

Reception/Dinner or Saturday Awards Banquet or other CWA 

events. 

Whether you have skills or need to hire someone, you 

need Speed-Dating for Self-Publishers, where skills and 

needs come together. FREE for all full-registration attendees.  

For those wishing to offer services without attending the 

full conference, a minimum one-day Friday registration ($55) 

is required as a “vendor fee” to participate. GET ON THE 

LIST NOW — SPACE LIMITED! TO OFFER YOUR 

SERVICES and to learn more, contact 

mailto:amy@shojai.com.                         

It’s almost conference time!! Make your reservations 

NOW! Check out the NEW CWA website, which has changed 

to www.catwriters.com (no longer .org) and take a look at the 

amazing lineup of speakers, including a terrific “rescue track.” 

If you rescue, you'll want to attend many of these seminars. A 

complete description of the new rescue track can be found 

elsewhere in this edition of MEOW. 

For conference registration, contact Sharon Melnyk at 

samelnyk@gmail.com. Remember, you can also register at the 

door, so come on over to the conference even if it’s at the last 

minute! 

I hope to see everyone there! 

   — Susan M. Ewing, CWA President 

Conference Time Is Here — Register Now — See Y’all in Texas! 

AIRPORT SHUTTLE 
 

The Sheraton DFW Airport Hotel offers complimentary 

shuttle service between the airport (DFW) and the hotel. 

Shuttles run from 4 a.m. to 1 a.m. seven days a week. 

Here’s how to get the shuttle when you arrive at the airport: 

Upon arriving at DFW Airport, proceed directly to the bag-

gage claim area. After you have claimed your luggage, proceed 

to the “Visitor Information & Reservations Center” located right 

in the baggage claim area. Pick up the courtesy phone and touch 

“Accommodations, Brands” on the screen. Next, select “Other.” 

Touch the “Sheraton Grand Hotel” and press “CALL NOW!”  

You will be connected directly to the Sheraton DFW Airport 

Hotel operator, who will ask for your location, terminal number, 

and gate number. Now your complimentary shuttle service to the 

Sheraton DFW is on its way!  

Proceed to the Lower Level of the terminal and wait inside 

the Gray Section as designated for boarding hotel courtesy shut-

tles. It is important to stand inside the Gray Section on the lower 

level to wait for your shuttle 

Look for a white GM Transportation, Inc., van clearly 

marked with the Sheraton logo. 

Need a shuttle when you leave? 

To return to DFW Airport from the Sheraton DFW Airport 

Hotel, simply request a shuttle at the Front Desk. Please allow a 

lead time of 15 minutes. 

 

— Amy D. Shojai 

http://catwriters.com/wp_meow/?page_id=138
mailto:amy@shojai.com
http://www.catwriters.com
mailto:samelnyk@gmail.com
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The winner of the PetSafe® Scholarship drawing will be chosen at 

random at this year’s conference, and will receive $500 toward expenses 

for attending the 2014 CWA conference. The check will be presented at the 2014 conference. Three runners-up also will 

be drawn in the event that the winner cannot attend next year. All current CWA members (except previous scholarship 

prize winners) who entered the contest via email before the deadline date is eligible for this award. 

We want to thank our new scholarship sponsor, PetSafe®, manufacturer of a line of products designed to keep pets 

safe and happy, for continuing this much-appreciated CWA conference tradition. Our  former sponsor, Premier Pet      

Products, has become part of PetSafe®.  

 

 

 

 

In early spring, the CWA Council discussed by email our 

declining attendance at conferences. One factor seemed to be 

that members who had to choose between a blog conference 

and our conference were choosing the blog conference. A  

committee of Susan Ewing, Dusty Rainbolt, Amy Shojai,     

and Chris Ruben was appointed to look into the possibility      

of partnering with either BlogPaws or BarkWorld. (For newer 

members, for about 15 years we partnered with the Cat        

Fancier's Association to help lower costs, so looking for an-

other partner made sense historically.) 

The best fit for CWA was determined to be BarkWorld and 

today, it's official. BarkWorld and CWA have joined “paws”   

in a partnership that will offer writers the best of both worlds! 

There's no need to choose which conference you will attend. 

Go to both, in one location! BarkWorld will continue with their 

offerings, and MeowWorld, organized by CWA, will continue 

with theirs. Learn everything you need to know about both 

blogging and writing! 

 

The 2014 combined conference will be held October 30-

November 2, 2014, at the Westin Buckhead Hotel in Atlanta, 

Georgia. 

This does NOT affect the 2013 CWA conference, which 

will be held in Dallas, October 31-Novovember 2, 2013. And, 

if you attend the 2013 CWA conference, you'll get to meet   

Denise Quashie of BarkWorld and learn more details. 

Many details of our partnership need to be worked out,   

and we'll share those details as we go, but we are confident   

that this partnership will benefit both organizations, and,    

more importantly, benefit those who attend. 

If you have questions, and I know you will, just email me 

at dogwriter@windstream.net. 

As I said, many details need to be worked out and we'll be 

working at our Dallas conference to do that but the Council 

believes that this partnership will strengthen both entities and 

be a huge benefit to our members.  

 

Susan M. Ewing, CWA President 

dogwriter@windstream.net  

To celebrate our 20th annual CWA Conference,  
we will have special entertainment. 

STRAYS, THE MUSICAL explores furry foibles from the PETS’ 
point of view. The actors give voice to a variety of cat and dog      
characters in this hilarious — and sometimes moving — musical 

review “drama-dy” that seeks to edu-tain audiences about 
normal pet behavior while honoring the bond we share with 

our pets. CWA attendees will experience the exclusive        
preview of several original songs from the latest production   
co-authored by playwrights Amy Shojai and Frank Steele,   

written especially with pet lovers in mind.  
Be prepared for an evening of fun!  
~ CWA President Susan M. Ewing  

EDITOR APPOINTMENTS 
 

Editors and agents have been scheduled in  

advance for one-on-one appointments by    

request of conference attendees. Among the 

editors and agents are the following: 

 

Jane Harrell,  

Associate Producer for Petfinder.com 

  

Lonnie Hull DuPont,  

Executive Editor at Revell,                               

a division of Baker Publishing Group 

 

Susan Logan-McCracken,  

Editor of Cat Fancy  

 

Ellen Price,  

Editor of Pet Sitter’s WORLD 

mailto:dogwriter@windstream.net
mailto:dogwriter@windstream.net
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Three unusual “elective” options at the 2013 CWA Conference will give you an opportunity to earn a two-year certificate    

in pet first aid and CPR, learn how to take effective photographs of shelter animals that can inspire adoptions, and get a          

professional caricature drawing for your business card or blog. All three programs are run by 

highly-respected professionals in their fields and involve additional fees or donations. These 

offerings are new add-ons to the regular two-day, two-track schedule of wide-ranging            

instructional workshops that you get with your full registration. 

Here are some details about these extra offerings, listed in chronological order:  

* Thursday, October 31, from 6:30 to 9:00 p.m. in Room Galleria 4, and also at             

networking events on Friday, Nov. 1, Neal Asher, a professional        

caricaturist and artist, will draw black-and-white or color caricatures of 

clients for a modest fee. (Cash only.) The owner of Asher Art in Dallas, 

Asher is a an illustrator, cartoonist, advertising and portrait artist whose 

painting of a Siberian tiger was displayed on a Sierra Club fundraising 

tour. His caricatures can be hung as artwork, used for business or     

greeting cards, or used for your blog or website or Facebook icon.  

“Unlike other caricaturists, Neal’s work really resembles his          

subjects,” says Dusty Rainbolt, CWA vice president and one of Asher's 

clients.  

Sign up to reserve your time at mailto:ghoster@pobox.com.     

Additionally, Asher should be available at times on Friday, including at 

the CWA networking events, where you can pay on site. He is offering 

conference attendees a special fee of $20 for a black-and-white face 

drawing. Color caricatures cost more.  

* Friday, November 1, a special series of seminars for people interested in shelter rescue     

communications will be offered to help you hone your writing and social networking skills to 

increase both adoptions and donations. As an extra add-on elective, Nanette Martin, an internationally award-winning photogra-

pher and founder of Shelter-Me Photography, will run a day-long workshop on Animal Shelter Photography. She will teach you 

how to photograph hard-to-adopt animals like black cats or pets with disfigurements. Animals from local shelters will act as 

models. A $20 donation is requested. 

 

For those interested in catching up with some of their favorite pet authors just in 

time for holiday gift-giving, the Cat and Dog Authors’ Autograph Party will be held at    

the Books-A-Million, 3000 Grapevine Mills Parkway, Grapevine location on Saturday,  

November 2nd from 12:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.* The country’s top experts on cat and dog 

behavior, animal care, veterinary issues and breeds, as well as authors of best-selling pet mysteries, non-fiction memoirs,     

science fiction, adventure, children’s books, and more will appear throughout the day in shifts, and the stellar lineup includes: 

12:30 – 1:20 Patricia Fry, Lonnie Hull DuPont (Callie Smith Grant), Paris Permenter 

1:30 – 2:20 Deborah Barnes, Angie Bailey, Janiss Garza (Sparkle the Designer Cat) 

2:30 – 3:20 Amy Shojai, Barbara Stretton, Susan Logan-McCracken 

3:30 – 4:30 Diane Stuckart (Ali Brandon), Carole Nelson Douglas, Catherine Holm (Ann Catanzaro)  

Free shuttle transportation from the Sheraton DFW Airport Hotel to the bookstore will be provided each hour from 10 a.m. 

through 4 p.m. and pick up/return is at 10 minutes after the hour, with the last pickup at 5:10 p.m. 

We look forward to a fantastic event and hope to see you all there! If you have any questions, please contact Deb Barnes, 
CWA Book Signing Coordinator, at dbarnes@zeezoey.com.       (*Schedule subject to change ) 

 
 

CWA’s Dusty Rainbolt; 
Drawing by Neal Asher 

 

 

 

Fran Shaw at the 2011 Conference 
Photo by B.J. Bangs 

(continued on the next page) 

 

 

mailto:ghoster@pobox.com
mailto:dbarnes@zeezoey.com
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* Friday, November 1, (continued) Nanette Martin is a professional photographer who started Shelter-Me Photography,     

a nonprofit organization based in Colorado, after photographing stray pets that were left behind and in shelters after Hurricane 

Katrina. “We believe all animals deserve a home and that the species or breed (mixed or pure) should not influence their         

perceived value and adoptability. By producing professional portraits of homeless animals, we do our part to change the way  

society views them,” the organization states in its promotional materials. Shelter-Me Photography works with community    

adoption groups to help home difficult-to-place pets by professionally photographing and promoting them. “Be aware that a   

great picture can have a far-reaching effect,” Martin says in her link with Nestlé-Purina Pet Care Company (Purina®) at                       

http://www.purinaone.com/topics/shelter-me-photography. 

The first-time Effective Rescue Communications track includes not only Martin’s elective photography workshop, but also 

regular seminars on fundraising, public relations/press releases, and use of Facebook, Twitter and well-designed websites. The 

one-day rescue track on Friday costs $55 if you are not purchasing full registration for the entire conference. You can purchase 

your admission to the rescue track -- or upgrade to the full-registration package -- at the door. 

*Sunday, November 3, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., features a Pet First Aid/CPR and Safety Certification Class led by    

long-time CWA member and Pet Tech Master Certified Instructor Arden Moore. The class is limited to 15 people and costs    

$99 including all course materials. Join Arden with her special teaching assistants -- her dog Chipper and cat Zeki.  

“I am one of 14 master instructors in the world with Pet Tech, the leading hands-on pet first aid program,” says Arden, “and 

the only one with a dog-cat teaching team. Thanks to Chipper and Zeki, students get invaluable hands-on skills." The course  

curriculum is approved by leading emergency room and critical care veterinarians. Students receive a two-year certification in 

pet first aid. Arden is also teaching November 4-6 in San Antonio a course for people wanting to become pet first aid instructors. 

“For most of my pet career, I’ve focused on achieving harmony in pet households as a certified animal behavior consultant,” 

Arden writes in a recent article in San Diego Pets Magazine. “But I realized that I was missing a big piece of the pet-caring    

puzzle: knowing pet first aid. My students get to practice finding a pulse, checking the capillary refill, brushing teeth, putting    

on safety restraint muzzles, and much more on Zeki and Chipper, true teacher’s pets. My goal is to help students replace feelings 

of panic and ‘I-don’t-know’ with can-do action that may save their pets’ lives. I also show how pet parents can become pet     

detectives and save on veterinary bills and possibly, extend the lives of their pets by knowing how to recognize early signs of 

health problems.” 

The add-on program after the CWA Conference will cover pet first aid, CPR, restraining and muzzling, choking manage-

ment, fractures/bleeding protocols, care for heatstroke, frostbite, poisoning, seizures and shock, and how to perform a snout-to-

tail wellness and trauma assessment, plus preparing a pet first aid kit. Water and snacks will be provided, but students are asked 

to bring their own beverages. A 20-minute lunch break will be provided within the classroom; people are asked to pay for their 

own lunch. 

Register online at http://www.petfirstaid4u.com/schedule and guarantee your spot in class with pre-payment. (Scroll down   

to the November 3 class or, if you're staying in the Dallas area, you can choose Arden’s second first-aid class on November 11   

at the SPCA of Texas in Dallas.) Contact Arden at mailto:arden@fourleggedlife.com if you have questions. ♥ 

CWA Co-Founder Amy D. Shojai glittered at 
the 2010 CWA Conference. She will be there 
to welcome conference attendees to our 
2013 CWA Conference in Texas. Remember, 
the more sparkles you wear, the better!  

Photo by Barbara Stretton 

http://www.purinaone.com/topics/shelter-me-photography
http://www.petfirstaid4u.com/schedule
mailto:arden@fourleggedlife.com
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The Cat Writers’ Association is holding our 20th annual conference in Irving, Texas (Dallas area), October 31-November 2. 
This year, because I handle the scheduling and because it is in MY backyard, we're holding a special one-day “Effective Rescue 
Communications Track” on Friday, November 1. For a mere $55, you can improve your communications skill in order to save 
more animals (not just cats), recruit volunteers, and increase adoptions and donations. Of course, attendees would benefit 
from attending all three days, as almost every seminar and networking opportunity will provide usable information. 

Nanette Martin, of Shelter-Me Photography, a nonprofit organization that teaches techniques to take compelling photos of 
the most challenging shelter animals, will hold a day-long seminar using hard-to-shoot homeless pets as teaching subjects. 
Nanette (who is coming at her own expense) is requesting a $20 per person donation to help cover her travel expenses from 
Colorado. 

Other rescue-centric seminars include: 
 Rescue PR on a Shoestring - PAUL GLASSNER, retired award-winning magazine editor at the San Francisco SPCA 
 Writing Descriptions That Get Pets Adopted - REBECCA POLING, organizer of Texas Unites for Animals 
 Writing Press Marketing Without Money - JEFF CRILLEY, award-winning journalist 
 Facebook Marketing for Rescues and Writers - RACHEL PHELPS AND ALYSON JOYCE 
 Twitter & Facebook for Rescue - PARIS PERMENTER, co-founder of CatTipper.com and DogTipper.com 
 WordPress for Rescue (Websites anyone can build) - JANEA KELLEY, webmaster and chief cat slave for Paws and Effect 
 Online Fundraising for Animal Charities - CHRIS RUBEN, founder of AdoptAShelter.com 
Rescue track attendees are not restricted to attending just the rescue track. You can also attend any seminars held during 

the day. (Meals and networking parties are not included in one-day registration.) Check out the new CWA web site for all the 
details on registration options. (Go to www.catwriters.com and click on “2013 Conference.”) 

On Sunday, November 3, you can attend the all-inclusive, hands-on, “Pet First Aid/CPR and Safety Certification Class” 
taught by Aden Moore and her certified animal assistants, Zeki (the amazing cat) and Chipper -- the only dog-cat teaching tan-
dem in the entire Pet Tech program! Pet First Aid 
registration is only $99. (Please note that the First 
Aid/CPR Class registration fee is NOT included in 
your regular Conference registration fee.) Class 
size is limited. You must pre-register for this 
course. Go to the CWA website 
(www.catwriters.com; click on “2013 Conference” 
and then “Electives”) for more information.  
This special Pet Project communications course    
is part of the Cat Writers’ Association’s national 
conference taking place Friday and Saturday,    
November 1-2, 2013 in Dallas, Texas. Sessions 
aimed at professional (and aspiring) communica-
tors cover writing for (and publishing on) the Web, 
social media, self publishing, blogging, photogra-
phy, and much more (see info link below). For reg-
istrations that were paid by September 30, 2013, 
the cost for both days is $150, including three 
meals on Friday and two meals on Saturday. ♥ 

Dusty Rainbolt, rescuer & award winner, at the 2012 Conference. Photo by Paul Glassner 

http://www.catwriters.com
http://www.catwriters.com
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Cat Writers’ Association Conference 

SPONSORS for 2013 
 

Our sponsors are the best! These sponsors have generously given their     
support to the 2013 conference and/or writing competition. Thank you! 

 

AdoptAShelter.com 
AAFP (American Association of Feline Practitioners) 

ASPCA® 
CAT FANCIERS’ ASSOCIATION  
CAT FANCY (I-5 PUBLISHING) 

CEVA ANIMAL HEALTH 
CORNELL UNIVERSITY 

DOG WRITERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 
HARTZ MOUNTAIN CORPORATION 

JACAT CATTERY   
MORRIS ANIMAL FOUNDATION 

PETCO FOUNDATION 
PET SITTERS INTERNATIONAL 

PRECIOUS CAT, INC. 
PETSAFE® (now includes Premier Pet Products) 

NESTLÉ PURINA PET CARE COMPANY 
SERGEANT’S PET PRODUCTS  

QUAKER PET GROUP (now includes Sherpa Pet Group) 
STURDI PRODUCTS, INC. 

AMY SHOJAI 
THE INTERNATIONAL CAT ASSOCIATION (TICA) 

WORLD’S BEST CAT LITTER®  

From I’D RATHER BE A CAT  
© by Allia Zobel Nolan 
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(continued) 

Thursday, October 31 
 

6:30 p.m. (Galleria 4) Halloween Icebreaker & Bag Stuffing Party 

Sponsored by AdoptAShelter.com. 

Join us Halloween night for our Thursday night icebreaker & Bag Stuffing Party. Zombies and vampires and cat ladies (oh, my!) 

will be rewarded for their efforts with a light meal and refreshments. Attendees will get a “sneak peek” at all the swag. 

“Kittens” (new attendees) are especially welcome at this get-to-know-you event! Costumes are encouraged but not required, and 

you might win a prize. 

 

6:30-9:00 (Galleria 4) You Ought to Be in Pictures 
Do you want a caricature for your business card, Facebook icon, or website? One that really looks like you? Artist extraordinaire 

NEAL ASHER will be available at all CWA networking events to create your caricature for a very nominal fee (cash only). 

(Neal made our vice president, Dusty Rainbolt, look goood!)  

 

 

Friday, November 1  
 

7:00-8:30 a.m. (Outside Sonoma) Registration  

 (Grand Atrium) Continental Breakfast  

 

7:30-8:20 a.m. (Sonoma) Yoga for Health and Creativity: Tap Your Inner Cat! — CATHERINE HOLM  

Move through life with the grace of a cat! Use the simple tools of yoga for ease in life, your writing, or your artwork with 

CATHERINE (CAT) HOLM, writer, cat lover, and yoga instructor. Bring your mat if you have one. 

 

8:30-9:00 a.m. (Sonoma) Announcements  

 

By Appointment Only (Miro) Editor/Agent One-on-One Meetings  

 

9:00-9:50 a.m. (Sonoma) Fighting Demons: Inner and Outer Conflict in Fiction — JAYE WELLS, USA Today-bestselling 

author of urban fantasy and speculative crime fiction 
Conflict is the key to good stories, but great stories require both external and internal conflicts to drive the action and the charac-

ter arcs. This workshop will review the different types of conflict, as well as provide tips for seamlessly weaving internal and 

external conflicts to create stories with depth, breadth, and lots of action.  

(Napa) Working with a Freelance Editor — LYNN MARIA THOMPSON  

Your manuscript is perfect, right? Well... maybe not. Learn why you need an editor, what editing can do for your book, and what 

to expect when working with an editor. 

(Galleria) PR on a Shoestring — PAUL GLASSNER  
Good news: It no longer takes much time, effort, or money to show off your shelter (or whatever your project). Find out 

why tooting your own horn, starting with a basic newsletter (or e-newsletter), is the best thing you can do for animals. Learn how 

to raise awareness and raise funds with a magic formula that lifted one ordinary animal shelter from obscurity to international 

fame. 

 

9 a.m.-5:20 p.m. (Dali) All-Day Workshop: Photographing Shelter Animals — NANETTE MARTIN  

They say a picture is worth a thousand words. In the animal shelter world, pictures can save thousands of homeless pets. Any 

employee or volunteer for an animal adoption agency knows that a great picture can mean the difference between life and death 

for the animals in their care. NANETTE MARTIN offers a daylong workshop sharing the secrets of capturing unforgettable im-

ages of the most difficult to shoot or least adoptable pets. Learn how to bring out the loveable features in the faces of black dogs 

or cats. Bring life to a photo to save an elderly pet. Nanette actually demonstrates techniques on hard-top-shoot animals from 

Reinventing Yourself for the Digital Age 

Cat Writers’ Association 20
th

 Annual Conference in Irving, TX 
October 31-November 2, 2013 

Comprehensive Schedule of Speakers & Events 

(Speakers and times subject to change) 
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local shelters. A $20 donation (in addition to conference registration) to Shelter-Me Photography is requested to help with her 

travel expenses. Donations are tax deductible. 

 

10:00-10:50 a.m. (Sonoma) Blogging for Bucks: Is It Possible? — JANISS GARZA  
Yes, there are rock-star mom bloggers out there who make six figure incomes... but what about cat bloggers? Is there any money 

to be had from our efforts? Janiss Garza looks at the different ways to make money from your blog, from ads and Google 

Adsense to sponsorship and self-publishing — and more!  

(Napa) Writing Press Marketing Without Money — JEFF CRILLEY  

All of us would like to take our PR game to the next level. And who better to help us do that than a media insider? Former Emmy 

Award-winning TV reporter Jeff Crilley shares the secrets to getting good news stories that even many seasoned PR pros don’t 

know. His charismatic speaking style lends itself perfectly to this fun, interactive, information-packed talk.  

Takeaways include:  

- How to come up with stories the media will love 

- The best and worst times for news coverage 

- How to keep your press releases from getting thrown away  

- How to become the “expert” in your field the media will call for a quote 

- How to keep reporters coming back for more 

(Galleria) Peer Critique — CAROLE NELSON DOUGLAS  

Do you need honest opinions about a project and passage? Participants are given two to three minutes (depending on attendance) 

to read an excerpt from a project in process. Attendees take another minute to write down their immediate thoughts. Sign up 

ahead of time. Space is limited to 12. Reserve your spot by emailing cdouglas@catwriter.com.  

(Dali) Workshop: Photographing Shelter Animals (Continued) — NANETTE MARTIN   

 

11:00-11:50 a.m. (Sonoma) Search Engine Optimization (SEO) for the Pet Blogger — LORIE HUSTON, DVM 

If you are writing a blog, getting into the top rankings of Google and other search engines is desirable. Top-ranked blogs and 

websites are highly visible, bringing in new readers and helping to create a large but targeted audience. We’ll teach you how to 

optimize your blog to reach those coveted first-page rankings using basic SEO techniques. You’ll learn search engine             

optimization “best practices” and also discover which practices to avoid. 

(Napa) Online Fundraising for Animal Charities — CHRIS RUBEN  
Fundraising is about forming and cultivating relationships. The Internet can become an effective part of your organization’s 

friend raising/fundraising strategy. Discover how to use social media (like Facebook and Twitter) to nurture established support-

ers and to forge new relationships beyond your base. From websites to email newsletters and cash rewards sites, Chris Ruben 

examines user-friendly tools that will help you connect with your donors, increase adoptions, and attract volunteers. Using statis-

tics and examples, you will learn what motivates people to click on the donate button. 

(Galleria) Social Network Navigation for the Over-40 Set—You Know Who You Are — ANGIE BAILEY, DEB        

BARNES, JANEA KELLEY, JANISS GARZA  
This panel of over-40 social media mavens will answer all your questions and gently guide you through the sometimes           

confusing, ever-changing world of social media so you can make it work for you! We won’t be checking ID at the door.         

You know who you are. 

(Dali) Workshop: Photographing Shelter Animals (Continued) — NANETTE MARTIN   

 

11:50 a.m.-1:30 p.m. (Grand Atrium) NETWORKING LUNCH FOR ATTENDEES WITH FULL REGISTRATION 

Sponsored by ASPCA 

 

1:30-2:20 p.m. (Sonoma) Tax Tips for Writers: The Good, the Bad & the Scary —MAHMOUD SHOJAI  

The focus is on understanding applicable deductions & potential future consequences. This seminar includes required IRS forms, 

as well as a Q&A session.  

(Napa) Twitter & Facebook for Rescue — PARIS PERMENTER  

Twitter can help rescues and shelters reach a wide audience of pet lovers and their followers, all in the time it takes to type 140 

characters. Using Twitter efficiently and effectively takes practice, though. PARIS PERMENTER, who runs social media   

campaigns for her own pet sites and through Event Barkers runs social media promotions for pet businesses, takes a look at the 

best practices for shelters and rescue to help spread the word about adoptables, special events, and shelter needs.   

 

 

Reinventing Yourself for the Digital Age 

Cat Writers’ Association 20th Annual Conference in Irving, TX (continued) 

(continued) 

mailto:cdouglas@catwriter.com
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(Galleria) Doing It All... Without Pulling Your Hair Out! — ANGIE BAILEY, DEB BARNES, JANISS GARZA, and 

LORIE HUSTON 

This experienced panel will offer tips and tricks for managing the daily juggle of blogging, freelancing, social media, and even 

outside jobs. You CAN do it all! Blogging, Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest & paying work, too. 

(Dali) Workshop: Photographing Shelter Animals (Continued) — NANETTE MARTIN  

 

2:30-3:20 p.m. (Sonoma) Twitter for Writers — PARIS PERMENTER  
Looking for a way to promote your writing to an audience of readers, bookstore owners, publicists, and pet professionals? In 140 

characters, Twitter can be a great (and free) promotional tool for writers as well as a research tool for connecting with sources. 

Professional writer PARIS PERMENTER looks at the ways you can use Twitter to grow your promotional efforts and reach a 

wider audience. 

(Napa) WordPress for Rescue (and Writers) — JANEA KELLEY, webmaster and chief cat slave for Paws and Effect  

You can make your WordPress website look like a million bucks — and maintain it yourself. JANEA KELLEY provides a 

guided tour through the WordPress content management system and teaches key add-ons that will make your life as a webmaster 

a lot easier. 

(Galleria) Everything You Wanted to Know about Editors but were Afraid to Ask — EDITOR PANEL 

LONNIE HULL DUPONT, Executive Editor at Revell, a division of Baker Publishing Group 

TERESA KEIGER, Editor of Cat Talk 

SUSAN LOGAN-MCCRACKEN, Editor of Cat Fancy 

ELLEN PRICE, Editor of Pet Sitters WORLD 

JODELL RAYMOND, Editor of Cat Talk 

YVONNE YBARRA, Editor of DallasDogLife.com 

(Dali) Workshop: Photographing Shelter Animals (Continued) — NANETTE MARTIN  

 

3:30-4:20 p.m. (Sonoma) Facebook Marketing for Rescues and Writers—RACHEL PHELPS and ALYSON JOYCE 

Social media is no longer just a fun way to keep up with friends; it is an important part of any writer or rescue promotion 

plan. Using Facebook, rescues can grow and engage their base of individuals who may adopt, volunteer, or donate to their      

organization, and writers can help promote awareness and readership of their work. In this session, RACHEL PHELPS, who runs 

social media for her own website and other pet organizations, and ALLYSON JOYCE, who runs social media for Rachael Ray 

Nutrish, will show you how to setup a page, grow your likes, engage with fans, and create awareness of your writing or rescue.   

(Napa) WordPress for Rescue (and Writers), Part 2 — JANEA KELLEY  

(Galleria) Writing for the Inspirational Market — LONNIE HULL DUPONT   

What does the inspirational market mean exactly, and how can you write and sell to it? A book editor who has been in the      

inspirational books market for nearly thirty years shares thoughts and tips for publishing to this market. 

(Dali) Workshop: Photographing Shelter Animals (Continued) — NANETTE MARTIN  
 

4:30-5:20 p.m. (Sonoma) Writers’ Marketplace: Speed-Dating for Self-Publishers 

Are you planning to self-publish your next book or put up a new Website? Do you need help with your layout? Maybe you need 

to locate a photo of every cat breed plus 50 others on cat or dog care. Are you an editor, cover illustrator, or layout expert? Do 

you need a WP expert to add cat bells and whistles to your Website? Record your upcoming audio book? Whether you have 

skills or need to hire someone, come speed-date at the Writers’ Marketplace, where skills and needs come together.  

(Napa) Writing Descriptions That Get Pets Adopted — REBECCA POLING   

(Dali) Workshop: Photographing Shelter Animals (Continued) — NANETTE MARTIN  

 

6:30-10:30 p.m. (Grand Atrium) Cocktail Reception/Dinner/Entertainment  

Reception sponsored by ASPCA® 

6:30-9:00 p.m. (Grand Atrium) You Ought to Be in Pictures — NEAL ASHER 
8:00 p.m. (Grand Atrium) STRAYS, THE MUSICAL explores furry foibles from the PETS’ point of view. The actors give 

voice to a variety of cat and dog characters in this hilarious — and sometimes moving — musical review “drama-dy” that seeks 

to edu-tain audiences about normal pet behavior while honoring the bond we share with them. CWA attendees experience the 

exclusive preview of several original songs from the latest production co-authored by playwrights AMY D. SHOJAI and 

FRANK STEELE, written especially with pet lovers in mind. 

 

Reinventing Yourself for the Digital Age 

Cat Writers’ Association 20th Annual Conference in Irving, TX (continued) 

(continued) 
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Saturday, November 2 
8:00 a.m. (Outside Sonoma) Registration  

 

8:00-9:20 a.m. (Grand Atrium) Breakfast & Membership Meeting 

Sponsored by Hartz  

 

By Appointment Only (Las Colinas Board Room) Editor/Agent One-on-Ones  

 

9:30-10:20 a.m. (Sonoma) Kick Starting Your Imagination: Transitioning from Nonfiction to Fiction — CAROLE    

NELSON DOUGLAS  
Kick-start Your Imagination into Fiction Career Gear. How to find your genre and writing "sweet spot," be productive, research 

the market, get feedback and find an agent, and use all of today’s best options. Come with your questions and we’ll workshop 

them.  

(Napa) Book Promotions in Your Pajamas — PATRICIA FRY 

Old-school book promotions meant traveling, sitting in bookstores hoping someone will ask you to autograph their book and 

mailing comp copies, bookmarks, and press releases hoping for book reviews that may never make it to print. All this costs    

authors a small fortune. Welcome to the 21st century! Learn to promote your book from the comfort of your home (maybe even 

in your kitty cat pajamas.) Learn how to effectively use your website, social media, and online (and magazine) reviews to get the 

word out about your book. 

 

10:30-11:20 a.m. (Sonoma) OFF THE PAGES… AND ON THE AIR! — ARDEN MOORE 
Making a living in the pet media is challenging with the disappearance of pet publications and the flood of free blog sites.   

Know cats? Know dogs? Heck, know birds or other pets? Then consider taking to the airways — both radio and television. In 

this presentation ARDEN MOORE, the host of TWO weekly podcasts, will share her insights into earning a living with the new 

world of pet media: podcasts, Google hangouts, cable TV shows, and more. You will learn how to become an effective         

communicator behind the microphone instead of the computer keyboard as an in-demand guest expert or host of your own show. 

(Napa) Spaghetti Bowl of Plotting — CINDY DEES  

CINDY DEES, author of over 40 novels, teaches this amazing technique for finding relationships and plot twists among existing 

characters.  

 

11:30-12:20 p.m. (Napa) EBook for Writers: The New Publishing Paradigm — AMY D. SHOJAI  

Ebooks for Writers is designed for beginning or experienced writers who are new to "indie" publishing. This seminar answers 

your questions and gives you a life preserver to keep you afloat as you dive off the self-publishing cliff. Includes valuable links 

to further information, available as a download/handout. 

 

11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. (Sonoma) Photography Tip & Tricks for Writers and Bloggers Plus Editing 101 — DEBBIE 

GLOVATSKY and LAYLA MORGAN WILDE 

This practical and fun session is divided into two parts: DEBBIE GLOVATSKY presents “Photography Tips and Tricks” and 

“Photo Editing 101” is with LAYLA MORGAN WILDE. Participants will learn how to take and edit better photographs with 

any camera or skill level. From Lighting 101 to creating fun, free photo editing effects, this interactive session demonstrates how 

simple it is to be a better photographer. The presenters will conduct a Q&A at the end.  

 

12:00-4:30 p.m. Book Signing at Books-A-Million at Grapevine Mills Mall (Grapevine) 

A hotel shuttle will run on the hour at 11 a.m., noon,  and 1, 2, 3 and 4 p.m. The return shuttle will be at 10 minutes after the 

hour, with the last pickup at 5:10 p.m. All deliveries/pick-ups are at Gate 3 of the mall. This schedule will also be posted at the 

hotel bell stand. 

  

5:30-6:30 p.m. Grand Atrium Reception  

Sponsored by Hartz  

 

5:30-6:30 p.m. (Grand Atrium) You Ought to Be in Pictures —- NEAL ASHER 

 

6:30-10:30 p.m. (Napa) Cat Writers’ Association 19th Awards Banquet  

Sponsored by Purina® 

Reinventing Yourself for the Digital Age 

Cat Writers’ Association 20th Annual Conference in Irving, TX (continued) 

(continued) 
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Sunday, November 3 
 

Pet First Aid/CPR and Safety Certification Class — ARDEN MOORE 

This class is NOT covered in conference registration.  The cost is $99. You MUST pre-register. Class size is limited   

to 20 participants. 

9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. (Monterey) Pet First Aid/CPR and Safety Certification Class — ARDEN MOORE 

The all-inclusive PetSaver course is a hands-on program designed to give you the necessary skills to provide not only emergency 

care to your dog or cat, but also money-saving ways to keep your pets healthy and safe. You will learn pet first aid, CPR,       

restraining and muzzling, choking management, fractures/bleeding protocols, care for heatstroke, frostbite, poisoning, seizures 

and shock. You will learn how to perform a snout-to-tail wellness and trauma assessment plus receive vital tips on preparing a 

pet first aid kit. This hands-on class will be taught by Pet Tech Master Certified Instructor ARDEN MOORE with her special 

teaching assistants: her dog Chipper and cat Zeki — the only dog-cat teaching tandem in the entire Pet Tech program! This   

elective certification class is discounted at only $99. This includes all materials and certificate. ♥  

Reinventing Yourself for the Digital Age 

Cat Writers’ Association 20th Annual Conference in Irving, TX (continued) 

The 2013 CWA Nominations Committee proudly 
announces the following slate of officers: 

 
President: Lorie Huston, DVM 
Vice President: Dusty Rainbolt 
Secretary: Wendy Christensen 
Treasurer: Lynn Miller 
Council (one seat available): BJ Bangs 
 
Executive officers are elected annually. Council 

members hold two-year terms.   
According to the CWA Bylaws, once the slate         

is selected, officers are elected at the next annual 
membership meeting -- this year it will be November 
2, 2013, at the CWA Conference in Dallas. Only        
professional members may vote, and they may vote 
prior to the meeting by mail if they wish. However, 
when the election is uncontested, no ballots are 
mailed. A majority of the members present and voting 
at the annual meeting can conduct business, including 
the election.  

A more detailed explanation of CWA’s nomina-
tions and elections guidelines is posted on our website 
at http://www.catwriters.org/08nominating-
guidelines.pdf.  

This year's Nominating Committee was Fran     
Pennock Shaw (chair), Dr. Jane Brunt, and Linda Kay 
Hardie. We thank everyone who expressed interest    
in running for office and sincerely hope to see such  
continued, positive interest in leadership positions 
next year.  

— Fran Shaw, CWA Nominating Committee Chair 

She’s back! Contact Information for  
CWA Secretary Wendy Christensen 
 

Please make sure all contacts go to Wendy from now on, as 

follows: 

 

1. Be sure to forward any email formerly directed to secre-

tary@catwriters.org and comments@catwriters.org to 

Wendy at her current address, wendy@wendycats.com. 

 

2. Mailed materials should go to 

Wendy Christensen, CWA Secretary 

256 Timbertop Road 

New Ipswich NH 03071-3018 

 

3. Send all CWA-related email inquiries to 

wendy@wendycats.com. 

 

All CWA references to Wendy’s contact information should 

reflect these changes. Welcome back, Wendy!  

Michelle West‘s precious little Scottish Fold boy  
TIGGER TOO.  Photo © Michelle West 

http://www.catwriters.org/08nominating-guidelines.pdf
http://www.catwriters.org/08nominating-guidelines.pdf
mailto:secretary@catwriters.org
mailto:secretary@catwriters.org
mailto:comments@catwriters.org
mailto:wendy@wendycats.com
mailto:wendy@wendycats.com
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 Pet First Aid/CPR and Safety Certification Class! 

 

 

 

When: Sunday, November 3, 2013 from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  

Where: Cat Writers Association’s Conference — Sheraton DFW Airport Hotel.  

Cost: $99 (covers course materials).  

Why: Learn how to be your pet’s best health ally, expand your pet skills, and earn a two-year     
certification in pet first aid/CPR and safety! 

Register online at www.petfirstaid4u.com/schedule (scroll to Nov. 3 class). To secure your 
spot in class, registration and payment is due Oct. 25. Class is limited to the first 12 who 
register.  

Class details: The hands-on course features the newest pet first aid/CPR protocols. You will 
learn pet first aid, CPR, restraining and muzzling, choking management, fractures/bleeding 
protocols, care for heatstroke, frostbite, poisoning, seizures and shock and more. You will 
learn how to perform a snout-to-tail wellness and trauma assessment plus receive vital tips 
in preparing a pet first aid kit and how to save money on veterinary bills.  

Who: This hands-on class will be taught by Pet Tech Master Certified Instructor Arden 
Moore with her special teaching assistants: her dog,Chipper and cat Zeki — the only        
dog-cat teaching tandem in the entire Pet Tech program!  

Questions? Contact Arden Moore at 760 433-3480 or arden@fourleggedlife.com. Visit 
www.petfirstaid4u.com.  

 

Pet First Aid/CPR and Safety Certification Class! 

 

 

 

When: Sunday, November 3, 2013 from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  

Where: Cat Writers Association’s Conference — Sheraton DFW Airport Hotel.  

Cost: $99 (covers course materials).  

Why: Learn how to be your pet’s best health ally, expand your pet skills, and earn a two-year     
certification in pet first aid/CPR and safety! 

Register online at www.petfirstaid4u.com/schedule (scroll to Nov. 3 class). To secure your 
spot in class, registration and payment is due Oct. 25. Class is limited to the first 12 who 
register.  

Class details: The hands-on course features the newest pet first aid/CPR protocols. You will 
learn pet first aid, CPR, restraining and muzzling, choking management, fractures/bleeding 
protocols, care for heatstroke, frostbite, poisoning, seizures and shock and more. You will 
learn how to perform a snout-to-tail wellness and trauma assessment plus receive vital tips 
in preparing a pet first aid kit and how to save money on veterinary bills.  

Who: This hands-on class will be taught by Pet Tech Master Certified Instructor Arden 
Moore with her special teaching assistants: her dog,Chipper and cat Zeki — the only        
dog-cat teaching tandem in the entire Pet Tech program!  

Questions? Contact Arden Moore at 760 433-3480 or arden@fourleggedlife.com. Visit 
www.petfirstaid4u.com.  

 

mailto:arden@fourleggedlife.com
mailto:www.petfirstaid4u.com
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The CWA Contest Committee is pleased and purrrroud to announce the winners of Certificates of Excellence for the 2013 CWA       

Communications Contest. Because the standards for winning a Certificate of Excellence are very high, winning a Certificate is a signal 

achievement. 

The winner of the CWA Muse MedallionTM is chosen from among the Certificate of Excellence winners in each category. This means 

that each Certificate winner is a finalist for the Muse MedallionTM. The Muse MedallionTM Award winners, as well as the winners of the   

contest's Special Awards, will be announced at the CWA Awards Banquet on Saturday, November 2, 2013, during the Annual CWA       

Conference (October 31 - November 2, 2013) in Dallas, Texas. 

I strongly encourage all CWA members -- especially Certificate winners! -- to attend the upcoming Conference. To learn more about   

the Conference, visit the new CWA web site at http://www.catwriters.com and click on “2013 Conference.” 

On behalf of the entire Contest Committee and the CWA, I congratulate all Certificate winners on their achievements.  

 

 

I.1 - Monthly Magazine - National 
Ellen Price, Editor, Pet Sitter’s World 

Susan Logan, Editor, Cat Fancy   

 

I.2 - Magazine Article - Health & General 

Care 
Dusty Rainbolt, “Warning Signs” 

Helen Jablonski, “Healthy Teeth for Life” 

Fran Pennock Shaw, “No Two Alike” 

Fran Pennock Shaw, “Life-saving Science” 

Sharon Eisen, DVM, “What’s Bugging Your 

Cat?" 

Arna Cohen, “Junk in the Trunk: Help Your 

Fat Cat Dump His Spare Tire”  

Andrea Dorn, “Harder Than it Looks” 

Arnold Plotnick, DVM, “Keeping Kittens 

Healthy” 

Gary Norsworthy, DVM, “A New Look at 

Vaccines and Sarcomas” 

 

I.3 - Magazine Article - Behavior &   

Training 
Fran Pennock Shaw, “More Than Fun” 

Ramona Marek, “Body Talk” 

Arna Cohen, “Litter-ly Speaking” 

Debbie Swanson, “Your Cat’s Amazing 

Senses”  

Susan Ewing, “The Power of Play” 

Thomas Mahoney, “Mysterious Slumber” 

 

I.4 - Magazine Article - Rescue 
Cimeron Morrissey, “What’s One Week? 

Confessions of a reluctant foster parent” 

Jim Baker, “Life in the Fast Lane” 

Jacqueline Munera, “Set Up Cats in the   

Shelter for Success”  

Jacqueline Munera, “Enrichment for Cats     

in the Shelter: What the heck does that 

actually mean?” 

Helen Jablonski, “Last Chance for Love”  

Janiss Garza, “TNR Super Star” 

Nancy Peterson, “Better With Age” 

Nancy Peterson, “Talking TNR” 

Nancy Peterson, “Yes, In Our Backyard” 

 

I.5 - Magazine Article - Any Other Topic 
Dusty Rainbolt, “Finding Your Purr-fect Love” 

Helen Jablonski, “Loaded with Personality”  

Kim Thornton, “A Green Solution for     

Cheetahs” 

Ingrid King, “Healing Purrs” 

Sandy Robins, “Nurture True Nature”  

Arna Cohen, “Anything But Ordinary: The 

dazzling spectrum of feline colors 

and patterns” 

 

I.6 - Magazine Column 
Cimeron Morrissey, “Cat Champions”  

Cimeron Morrissey, “Foster Focus”  

Nancy Peterson, “Catty Corner” 

Steve Dale, “The CATalyst” 

 

II.1 - Newspaper Article - Health &      

General Care 
Fran Pennock Shaw, “Just More of Me to 

Love?”  

Fran Pennock Shaw, “Mosquitoes and Ticks 

and Fleas Oh My!” 

 

II.2 - Newspaper Article - Behavior & 

Training 
No Entries  

 

II.3 - Newspaper Article - Rescue 
No Entries  

 

II.4 - Newspaper Article - Any Other Topic 
No Entries  

 

II.5 - Newspaper Column 
Marci Kladnik, “Catalyst for Cats”  

 

III.1 - Newsletter - Breed Specific 
No Entries  

 

III.2 - Newsletter - National Circulation 
No Winner 

 

III.3 - Newsletter - Regional or Member-

ship Circulation 

Cimeron Morrissey, Cat Tales 

Kyle Riser, Alley Cat Mews 

 

III.4 - Newsletter Article - Health &     

General Care 
Kim Thornton, “Is It Normal Shedding or 

Hair Loss?” 

Arnold Plotnick, “Research for Cats with 

CKD” 

 

III.5 - Newsletter Article - Behavior & 

Training 
No Winner 

 

III.6 - Newsletter Article - Rescue 
No Winner 

 

III.7 - Newsletter Article - Any Other 

Topic 
Nancy Marano, “TNR Is a Success in        

Albuquerque” 

Nancy Marano, “Samantha Martin: The   

Making of an Animal Trainer” 

Allie Phillips, “The Hierarchy of Anti-Cruelty 

Laws: Prosecuting the Abuse of Stray and 

Feral Cats”  

Cecelia Martinez, “Life Lessons From a     

Feline Perspective” 

Mary Kolencik, “Chestnuts Roasting at an 

Open Show” 

 

III.8 - Newsletter Column  
Lauri Henri, “Excruciatingly Correct” 

Lyn Garson, “Technically Speaking”  

Nancy Marano, “Cat Chat” 

 

 

2103 CERTIFICATE OF EXCELLENCE WINNERS 

 

(continued) 

— Marci Kladnik, 2013 CWA Communications Contest Chair   

MKAuthor@verizon.net 

http://www.catwriters.com
mailto:MKAuthor@verizon.net
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IV.1 - Short Story 
Beverly Freed, “A Cat Out of Time”  

 

IV.2 - Poem 
Susan Easterly, “B. Notes” 

Betsy Stowe, “Empty Nest”  

 

IV.3 - Humor 
Lisa-Maria Padilla, “A New Wool Toy” 

Lisa-Maria Padilla, “Abyssinian Corporate 

Promotional Service”  

 

IV.4 - Brochure Pamphlet, Short  

Publication 
No Winner 

 

IV.5 - Annual or Long Publication 
No Winner 

 

IV.6 - Opinion Piece, Essay, or Editorial 
Marci Kladnik, “What Should You Believe 

About Feral Cats?”  

Marci Kladnik, “Your Cat, Your Responsibil-

ity” 

Bernadette Kazmarski, “My First Litter” 

 

IV.7 - PR / Humane Education / Press Kits 
No Entries 

 

V.1 - Books - Fiction 
David Michie, The Dalai Lama’s Cat  

Dusty Rainbolt,  Death Under the Crescent 

Moon 

Shirley Rousseau Murphy, Cat Bearing Gifts 

 

V.2 - Books - For Children 
No Winner 

 

V.3 - Books - Health & General Care 
No Entries  

 

V.4 - Books - Behavior & Training 
Amy Shojai,  ComPETability: Solving      

Behavior problems in Your Multi-Cat   

Household  

 

V.5 - Books - Gift 
No Entries  

 

V.6 - Books - Poetry 
No Entries 

 

V.7 - Books - Other 
Patricia Barey, Julia's Cats: Julia Child’s Life 

in the Company of Cats 

Catherine Holm,  Driving with Cats: Ours for 

a Short Time 

VI.1 - Video, DVD, or TV Production 
No Entries  

 

VI.2 - Broadcast, Audio - Any Format 
No Winner  

 

VII.1 - Online Magazine, Newsletter 
No Winner 

 

VII.2 - Website 
No Winner 

 

VII.3 - Online Article - Health & General 

Care 
Dusty Rainbolt, “Have a Little Heart(worm)” 

Dusty Rainbolt, “Grayson the Great” 

Dusty Rainbolt, “Jabba the Cat” 

Ingrid King, “Finding a Cat-friendly Vet” 

Ingrid King, “A Team Approach to Caring for 

Cats With Cancer” 

Sandy Robins, “Dealing with Post-Holiday 

Cat Stress” 

JaneA Kelley,  “8 Ways to Make Your Senior 

Cat's Golden Years Comfortable”  

Marci Kladnik, “Cat Math: 10 Reasons to 

Spay or Neuter Your Cat Now” 

 

VII.4 - Online Article - Behavior &      

Training 
Dusty Rainbolt, “Cat Carrier” 

Angie Bailey, “6 Ways to Prepare Your Cat 

for a New Baby” 

Sandy Robins, “Ask the Cat Expert: Morning 

Mealtime Behavior” 

 

VII.5 - Online Article - Rescue 
Cimeron Morrissey, “Project Bay Cat Helps 

San Francisco Bay’s Rock-Dwelling Kitties” 

JaneA Kelley, “You’ve Probably Adopted a 

Cat; Has a Cat Ever Adopted You?”  

JaneA Kelley, “Sara Goldenthal Turns Fearful 

Cats into Adoptable Pets” 

Stacey Ritz, “A Bit of Hope” 

Elizabeth Jarrell, “Thinking Inside the Box” 

 

VII.6 - Online Article - Any Other Topic 
Dusty Rainbolt, “Kitten Typos & Other    

Hazards of Being a Cat Writer” 

Angie Bailey, “5 Ways to Help Your Kids 

Cope with the Death of a Family Pet” 

Angie Bailey, “I Don’t Care What You Say: 

Cat Guys Make the Best Husbands” 

Deborah Barnes, “Kizmet the Rescue Kitten 

Gets a New Home” (series) 

Christine Michaels, “Lion King and the Circle 

of Love” 

Sandy Robins, "Paws for a Cause: Feral Cats”  

JaneA Kelley, “Blogger Peter Wolf Traps and 

Neuters Feral Cat Myths” 

Stephanie Harwin, “A 20th Birthday Party to 

Remember for Wolfie the Cat” 

Nancy Boyd, “How to Build a Feral Cat  

Shelter” 

 

VII.7 - Online Column 
Angie Bailey  “Kids, Cats, Chaos!”  

Amy Shojai, “Kitty's Corner” 

 

VII.8 - Blog: Educational 
JaneA Kelley, “Paws and Effect” -  

www.paws-and-effect.com  

 

VII.9 - Blog: Entertainment 
Bernadette Kazmarski, “The Creative Cat” - 

www.thecreativecat.net  

 

VIII.1 - Black & White Photograph 

(Single) 
Layla Morgan Wilde, “Snow Cat”  

 

VIII.2 - Black & White Photography 

(Series) 
Debbie Glovatsky, “Kitty Love for our U.S. 

Marines”  

 

VIII.3 - Color Photograph (Single) 
Lisa Richman, “Beautiful Dreamer” 

BJ Bangs, “Baby Kitty Lenny” 

Marci Kladnik, “Ready to Strike”  

Debbie Glovatsky, “Waffles is More Than 

Half in the Bag” 

Larry Johnson, “Looking at You” 

 

VIII.4 - Color Photograph (Series) 
Layla Morgan Wilde, “The Fog Comes in on 

Little Cat Feet” 

Robin Olson, “George and Oh Yeah Others” 

Debbie Glovatsky, “Cat-in-the-Bag Recipe” 

 

VIII.5 - Cartoon 
Stephanie Piro, “Mistake”  

Stephanie Piro, “Quiet”  

Stephanie Piro, “Volunteer” 

Stephanie Piro, “Foster Mom”  

 

VIII.6 - Illustration (Single) 

No Winner 

 

VIII.7 - Illustration (Series) 
Bernadette Kazmarski, “Cats After Van 

Gogh”   

Bernadette Kazmarski, “Cranberry Goes to 

the Block Party” 

2103 CERTIFICATE OF EXCELLENCE WINNERS (continued) 

Congratulations! Paws Up! Way to go! 

http://www.paws-and-effect.com
http://www.thecreativecat.net
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CeCe Card’s feline partner Aragon the Cat, the actor 

and social activist who is best known as the charismatic “Lord 

Tubbington” on the Emmy Award-winning Fox series, Glee, 

was the guest of honor at the Animal Health Institute’s annual 

Pet Night on Capitol Hill in September. Aragon is a 22-pound 

Bengal who resides in Newport Beach, CA. In the past two 

years he has racked up credits that include a role on Season 4  

of Animal Planet’s My Cat From Hell and the recent Verizon 

Wireless “Dancing with Cats” commercial. Aragon has also 

graced the cover of Bengals Illustrated. He is currently in    

negotiations for his own animated series, which will feature 

famed voice-over actor Craig Desilva (The Sopranos) as the 

voice of the famous feline. When he’s not acting, Aragon uses 

his celebrity status to bring about positive social changes.   

Having been adopted from an Animal Rescue Facility in   

Sabillasville, Maryland, he is the founder of Aragon's Love, 

Inc., which 

aims to raise 

global 

awareness 

and          

resources for 

abandoned 

and          

unwanted 

animals all 

over the 

world as Aragon believes in “a loving home for every animal.” 

As a Pet Partners Therapy cat, Aragon is accustomed to meet 

and greets and public attention. You can see Aragon at http://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Qee0Bqiov8. 

Carole Nelson Douglas announces that Midnight Louie, 

feline PI, and his mystery series now on its 25th entry, Cat in 

an Alien X-Ray, are celebrating a small second life for Christ-

mas. His series started with Catnap and Pussyfoot before going 

alphabetical with Cat on a Blue Monday, etc. So, in eBook in 

November, Catnap will be issued as Cat in an Alphabet Soup 

and Pussyfoot will be Cat in an Aqua Storm. Midnight Louie 

III, Carole’s recent Humane 

Society adoptee, posed for a 

continuing cameo role as a 

chapter decoration. For more 

information, contact Carole 

at cndwriter@sbcglobal.net. 

Denise Fleck’s latest 

book is about dogs. In the 

photo, Sophie & Sonia Lee 

read Don’t Judge a Book by 

its Cover with best-friend 

Mouse by their side (Photo Courtesy of 

Rescue Critters). For more information, 

you can contact Denise at                   

denise@sunnydogink.com and see 

www.sunnydogink.com and http://

www.youtube.com/thesunnydog. 

In less time than it takes to cough 

up a hairball, your “extra furry” feline 

can be fit, feline, and fabulous with Does This Collar Make My 

Butt Look Big? by CWA member Dena Harris. Dena’s new 

laugh-out-loud book is an illustrated 

diet book for cats that provides the 

weight-loss tips and tricks our roly-

poly felines have been waiting for. 

With send-ups of diet and fitness 

trends, including the South Beach 

Diet, the Zone, Raw food, toxin 

cleanses, Jillian Michaels, and 

Weight Watchers, cat lovers will 

feel better about their own dieting 

and fitness struggles when          

compared to those of obese cats  

unable to avoid inhaling that can of 

tuna. The publisher is Ten Speed Press. For publisher           

information and book availability, you can contact Ali Slagle  

at Ten Speed Press, aslagle@tenspeed.com. 

Lauren Merryfield, whose first 

book was There’s More than One Way 

to Love a Cat, now has a second book 

coming, entitled There’s More than One 

Way to Be Okay. It will be out soon at 

www.TheresMoreThanOneWay.com. 

You'll also find information from Lauren 

and an online catalog at 

www.LettingTheCatOutOfTheBag.com. 

Her first book is available at 

www.catlines.com. 

Linda Miles and her co-author 

Betty Wilson have just released their 

book Kitty Cat Positions Home & Afield, 

published by the venerable Institute for Kitty Cat Research 

(aka Linda's home). The Kindle           

e-book is now on Amazon. They also 

are selling the 224-page paperback 

through their website, 

www.kittycatresearch.com. In connec-

tion with the book, there are mugs 

with three different imprints. All the 

drawings in this charming little tome 

are computer-drawn. This “field 

guide” is based on a book the authors         

published in 1993. They plan to sign 

books at lots of benefits to help       

local cat rescue and spay/neuter              

nonprofits. For more information, contact Linda at 

lindymiles@gmail.com. 
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Arden Moore proudly announces that 

not only is her multi-talented cat Zeki the 

very first feline teaching assistant in the 

Pet Tech pet first aid program, but also she 

recently completed training to become a 

certified therapy cat with Pet Partners 

(formerly known as the Delta Society).     

Arden and Zeki (you may recall that 

Zeki is the cat from Dallas who survived a 

brutal knife skinning and was fostered by Dusty Rainbolt) 

travel the country to provide 

hands-on training in pet first 

aid and conduct pet behavior 

workshops. Now, they will 

also be touring schools and 

hospitals in their therapy role. 

Zeki will team up with Arden 

and her dog Chipper to teach 

pet first aid on Sunday,     

November 3, for CWA   

members in Dallas. Pre-

registration is required. For 

more details, please go to 

www.petfirstaid4u.com/

schedule and scroll down to 

the November 3 class details. You’ll also find complete details 

elsewhere in this issue of MEOW. 

Shirley Rousseau Murphy’s newest title, The Cat, the 

Devil and Lee Fontana, was written with her husband, Pat J.J. 

Murphy, and features the yellow    

tomcat Misto from the Joe Grey series; 

it is a full extension of the mystery 

hinted at in Cat Bearing Gifts. Now  

we find Misto, in the form of a ghost 

between two of his nine lives, teaming 

up with an old convict who has a score 

to settle with the Devil; while the ghost 

cat has, as well, a vendetta to protect 

the little child he loves. The fantasy/

mystery will be out in February 2014 

in hardcover from William Morrow, 

HarperCollins. 

The paperback edition of last year’s eighteenth Joe Grey 

mystery, Cat Bearing Gifts, is due on the shelves at the end of 

November 2013. The first eighteen books of the series are    

under audio production with AudioGo, 

read by Susan Boise, and are either 

already available or coming out soon. 

Clea Simon’s seventh Dulcie 

Schwartz feline mystery, Grey Howl, 

will be released in the United States 

by Severn House in November. 

Rosie Sorenson’s humor book, 

Humor Me! Short Amusing Takes on 

George Clooney, Fruit Fly Sex, the 

NSA, Halle Berry, Compassionate 

Rats, and Other Wacky Topics, is now 

available as an e-book on             

Amazon.com and at other retailers. It was offered as a free       

eBook on Smashwords last summer, but 

alas! — that introduction is over, so do go 

ahead and get your copy the usual way. 

The book is a collection of 38 of Rosie's 

popular humor columns from the Foolish 

Times, where she has been a columnist 

since 2006. She is a frequent contributor to 

the Erma Bombeck website, and in 2007, 

she won Honorable Mention in the Erma 

Bombeck Writing Competition. For more 

information, see Rosie’s websites: 

www.theyhadmeatmeow.com and 

www.zazzle.com/theyhadmeatmeow. 

Barbara Stein (writing as B. Cat Stone) has a new eBook, 

The Cat in the Music Box: A Message from Pet Heaven, which 

made its debut in the Amazon Kindle Store in mid-September 

for the sale price of $3.99. Written to support animal lovers 

through the pain of pet loss, it offers 

what Barbara believes is paws-itive 

proof that a beloved pet’s consciousness 

survives death and that our bond of love 

with them remains unbroken. It          

reassures readers that their furry friends 

enjoy a wonderful afterlife and are able 

to reach out to us from the other side. 

It’s the true tale of her life with her    

soul-cat, Snoopee. After passing away, 

he communicated with her and sent an 

incredible, “down-to-earth” gift with a 

message of everlasting friendship. It 

chronicles her journey from devastating 

grief to her epiphany that Snoopee’s 

physical death did not end their relationship; it was transformed 

to a higher, spiritual level. Beautifully illustrated, the book also 

includes discussions from Barbara’s personal experience and 

research on healing pet-loss grief, animal souls and              

reincarnation, communicating with pet angels, a directory of 

resources and more. Related multimedia for readers will be on 

her website.  

Linda Stewart has added a 

fourth book to her Edgar and Agatha 

Award-nominated — and Muse 

MedallionTM Award-winning — Sam 

the Cat Mystery series. In The Great 

Catsby, Sam, the cat detective,     

vacations on the Long Island in the 

village of East Ham and again finds 

himself paw-deep in adventure. Any 

resemblance to a book with an     

astoundingly similar title is purely 

intentional. For more information, 

see Amazon.com; the book is also 

available at BN.com. You can find 

Linda at sam_the_cat@verizon.net. 
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Diane A.S. Stuckart is pleased to 

announce the release of her third Black Cat 

Bookshop Mystery, Words with Fiends, 

written as Ali Brandon. Published by  

Berkley Prime Crime, Words with Fiends 

will be on the shelves November 6. Diane 

a/k/a Ali’s national bestselling series     

features Brooklyn bookstore owner Darla 

Pettistone and her ornery black cat,     

Hamlet, who has a talent for sleuthing. If there’s something 

rotten in Brooklyn, the wily feline can be counted on to nose 

out a solution… even when the situation is murder! For more 

information, see www.alibrandon.com and 

www.facebook.com/blackcatbookshopmysteries.  
Lee Wardlaw’s picture book Won Ton — A Cat Tale Told 

in Haiku (Henry Holt Books for Young Readers, ages 5 and 

up), which won the 2011 Muse MedallionTM and the 2011    

Purina/Fancy Feast Love Story Award, continues to pounce on 

numerous awards and honors. The latest include: 

2013 Chickadee (Maine) Reader’s Choice Award 

2013 Beehive (Utah) Poetry Book Reader's Choice Award 

2013 AudioFile Magazine “Earphones Award” (audio   

version) 

2013 Mockingbird (Texas) Award 

2012 Lee Bennett Hopkins Children’s Poetry Award 

2012 Myra Cohn Livingston Children’s Poetry Award 

 In addition, WON TON has been nominated for the 

following awards: 

2014 Prairie Pasque (South Dakota) Young Reader Award 

2014 Young Hoosier (Indiana) Book Award 

2014 Grand Canyon (Arizona) Young Reader Award 

2014 Sequoyah (Oklahoma) Children’s Book Award 

A companion title, Won Ton and Chopstick, written by   

Lee and illustrated by Eugene Yelchin, will be published in the 

spring of 2015 by Henry Holt Books for Young Readers.  

Allia Zobel Nolan is half-way through and ahead of   

schedule with her Angel Bible Storybook (Harper Collins  

Christian Publishing). When she hands it in she will start her 

first cat fiction humor book, which, unless a publisher gives her 

a ton of money, Allia plans to self-publish! Allia’s latest book 

releases include When God Turned on the Light (Harvest 

House), Psalms and Prayers for Little Ones (Harvest House), 

and Bible Storybook (Zondervan). 

Love Saves the Day is Gwen 

Cooper’s just-released new novel 

about the ups and 

downs of one 

New York family, as told by the family cat 

(like The Art of Racing in the Rain for cat 

lovers). Note that Gwen is donating100 

percent of royalties on all  paperback    

copies bought in-store or online from now 

until October 27 to Blind Cat Rescue & 

Sanctuary in memory of Homer, the blind 

cat who was the protagonist of Gwen’s 

prize-winning book Homer’s Odyssey. 

Each paperback will count as two copies 

for donation purposes. You can find the new book at Barnes    

& Noble, Books-A-Million, your local independent bookseller 

(if they don’t have it, ask them to order it!), Target, Costco, and 

Amazon.com. Gwen asks you to please share the image of the 

book cover and information about donations on your own  

Facebook page. Contact Gwen at gwen@gwencooper.com, and 

see her website, GwenCooper.com. You can read Gwen’s     

tribute to Homer here: Tribute to Homer.  
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BITS & BYTES 

(late addition!) 

PETTIES AWARD 2013 WINNERS 
 

Robin A.W. Olson and Ingrid King were among the   

winners of the Dogtime Petties Award competition. For more   

information, see http://dogtime.com/petties-2013-winners-and-

nominees.html. Robin won this prestigious award (it’s like the 

Oscar awards for pet blogging) for the Best Blog Post for her 

Covered in Cat Hair story “Dear Fred” about the last day of her 

foster kitten’s life before he passed away from the dry form of 

FIP. In addition to a lovely trophy, each winner gets $1000 to 

donate to his/her favorite animal rescue organization. Robin 

chose her own nonprofit, Kitten Associates, as the recipient. 

Ingrid won the competition for Best Overall Pet Blog (The 

Conscious Cat), and she awarded her donation to Kitten       

Associates as well. Says Robin: “Three cheers to Ingrid for   

her big win and her generosity.” To both Robin and Ingrid, 

paws up from all of us in CWA!! Congrats! 

Address Changes 
 

Toni Eames is now at 273 W. Ellery Way, Fresno, CA 

93704; telephone 559-446-1080. 

Karen Lawrence has closed her P.O. Box in Lewiston, 

NY, and anything sent there in future will be returned. Her new 

mailing address is 1201 Turnbury St., #I-7, Alliance, OH 

44601. 

Note that MEOW Editor Karen Payne has a new email 

address: karen90new@gmail.com. 

Lauren Merryfield has a new address: 1625 Woodcreek 

Drive, Apartment 2, Fairfield, CA 94534; telephone 773-572-

7862; email lauren1@catliness.com.  

Angela Dah-ling: “It’s 100 degrees outside; but I’m a 
cool cat in Mommy’s bedroom with the A/C on.” 

Photo by Allia Zobel Nolan 
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Hello, CWA Colleagues… 
I know a number of you aren’t on Facebook, or don’t visit 

there regularly, so I wanted to repeat my post from the CWA 

group there. My indie publishing company is putting together an 

anthology and I'm looking for submissions — 12 stories of rescue 

cats, written from the cat’s point of view. It’s going to be a fun 

project and deadline for submissions is November 1. If you have a 

rescue cat with a story, please submit! 

Here is the link to the guidelines: http://fitcatinc.com/news/

rescue-cat-stories-call-for-submissions. 

Sparkle has a sample of what the submission should look like 

on her blog: http://www.sparklecat.com/special/more-about-the-

rescue-cat-story-submissions. 

 — Janiss Garza (and Sparkle!), jgarza@fitcatinc.com 

 

Barbara (Bobbi) Florio Graham has put her famous cat to 

work again on a new project. Five different real cats, members of 

Simon Teakettle’s MEWSical Society, including Simon Teakettle 

III (Terzo) himself, are now available on cards — full color, heavy 

stock, blank inside so you can use them for any occasion, at less 

than $2 per card. Order full sets from Ottawa Photo                           

(http://OttawaPhoto.com) or order in quantity, without envelopes, 

from http://SimonTeakettle.com. 

Terzo is also featured in a new perpetual calendar. This type 

of calendar is common in Europe, to provide a permanent         

reminder of birthdays, anniversaries, and other special events.  

The ideal gift, the calendar can be hung on the wall or placed on a 

desk to remind everyone of important occasions. Featuring Simon 

Teakettle III (Terzo) in six adorable poses, one for each two-

month page, the calendars can be ordered from Ottawa Photo: 

http://OttawaPhoto.com. 

Barbara (Bobbi) Florio Graham has two new mentoring 

clients. Dr. Helen Douglas, a veterinarian, has written a memoir 

called William's Gift. Her website is http://

www.drhelendouglas.com/. Susan Taylor Meehan has written a 

novel called Casualty of War, loosely based on her great-aunt's 

experiences as a nurse in World War I. Her website is  http://

susantaylormeehan.com/. Both of these books have been out for a 

while, and both authors hired Bobbi to prepare a new marketing 

strategy. You can request review copies from the authors. 

Jacqueline Munera announces the release of her What is   

My Cat Saying? Power Point presentation on CD-rom. It is a   

collaboration between What is My Dog Saying? creator Carol 

Byrnes, CPDT-KA of Diamonds in 

the Ruff, and feline behavior      

specialist Munera, CCBC, PCBC, 

CAP 2, owner of Positive Cattitudes 

and a Cat Writers Association  

member. Are you a pet owner or 

author who would like to better  

understand your feline friend?     

Are you a veterinary clinic owner, 

shelter or rescue director who would 

like to give your staff, foster homes 

and volunteers the tools they need to 

better read and understand the animals in your care — and stay 

safer on the job? Have you been wishing you had photos and 

video to present to staff, peers, and clients, but just don’t have the 

time to collect them all? This is the CD for you. What is My Cat 

Saying? hosted a pre-release party on Facebook in September, 

including giveaways and chats with cat fanatics throughout the 

day, on the “What Is My Cat Saying?” Feline Communication 

101 Facebook page. The CD will be available 

at www.dogwise.com. Check it out, and you will enjoy better               

communication with your cats. 

  

TEXAS SIAMESE RESCUE STEPS UP TO MORTGAGE 

CHALLENGE — PLEASE HELP! 

  

Texas Siamese Rescue has rescued more than 7,000 Siamese 

and Siamese-mix cats since its founding in 1998 by Tonja Pfister. 

In early 2000, Pfister moved the Rescue into a log cabin home 

near Denton, Texas. Its 3,000+ square feet of enclosed space 

quickly filled with rescued cats, which were available for adoption 

through the Siamese Rescue Alliance, a network of shelters in 

Virginia, Texas, Kansas, Colorado, and California, and with     

rescue affiliates in many more cities. Texas Siamese Rescue    

became known for placing cats in homes all over the United States 

and the world by “Meezer Express” volunteers. They were even 

responsible for bringing to the United States the pets of a refugee 

family from Pakistan. 

 Upon Pfister’s death in 2011, Alisa Lee became executive 

director and found that the  nonprofit corporation had been left 

with a great deal of debt. In the past two years, along with kennel 

manager Tami Manning and a host of volunteers, she has trans-

formed the facility into a cheerful, inviting place that welcomes 

potential adopters to interact with the cats, who live cage-free in 

an open but carefully supervised environment. Through diligent 

social networking and tireless promotional and fundraising efforts, 

“Meezer Ranch” now meets its basic monthly obligations for utili-

ties, food, litter, maintenance, and veterinary services.  

 In 2012, the private lender who holds the mortgage on the 

building issued Texas Siamese Rescue a challenge. The balance of 

the Meezer Ranch mortgage totals $240,000. If the Rescue can 

raise $40,000 by the end of 2013, the lender will waive the       

remaining $200K and the property will be signed over completely 

to the Rescue, free and clear. Since that challenge, director Lee 

and her cadre of volunteers have been seeking grants and         

donations, holding fundraisers and yard sales — anything to help 

raise the needed $40K.  

 Their efforts include publication of Little Orphan Oakley:     

A True Texas Siamese Rescue Tale by Linda McMurry Rollins 

(Tattersall Publishing). It is the story of a young Siamese cat,  

Oakley, who was abandoned to a kill shelter, but was saved at   

the last minute by Texas Siamese Rescue and then adopted into a 

loving forever home. Told from Oakley’s point of view, the story 

brings home the need for spaying and neutering and teaches     

responsible pet ownership. The colorfully illustrated book is   

available through Amazon.com and from Texas Siamese Rescue; 

all proceeds benefit the organization. 

 To assist Meezer Ranch in meeting its challenge, visit the 

website tx.siameserescue.org or find on Facebook “Save Meezer 

Ranch – Funds for Furballs.”  

— Submitted by CWA member Crystal Wood, a Texas Siamese 

Rescue volunteer and the owner of Tatersall Publishing 
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WELCOME 
MAT 

NEW MEMBERS [member numbers in brackets] 

 
CeCe Card [P731-13], 5601 East Orangethorpe, B203,     

Anaheim Hills, CA 92807; 979-338-2687; Email: 

CardCeCe@yahoo.com; Website: www.AragonTheCat.com.  

CeCe is a producer, writer, director, and animal activist. She is 

associated with “Aragon the Cat.” Her sponsor is Lisa Fleming. 

Teresa J. Carson [P735-13], 134 Reef Road, South Daytona 

Beach, FL 32119; 386-756-0508; Email:                                    

Artsafari2003@yahoo.com; Website: www.sugarbabybooks.com. 

Teresa is a writer who specializes in children’s books (middle 

grade), fiction, Persian cats, and adventure. Her sponsor is Marci 

Kladnik. 

Patricia Sachs Chapman [P727-13], P.O. Box 760132,     

San Antonio, TX 78245-0132; 210-602-2571; Email:            

pschapman@att.net. Patricia is a writer and CFA breeder of    

Turkish Vans. Her sponsor is Dusty Rainbolt. 

Mary Ann Clifford [P733-13], 6410 Boca Raton Court,    

Tyler, TX 75703; 903-561-2287; Email: pennkat@yahoo.com; 

Website: www.reflectionsofacatwhisperer.com. Mary Ann Clifford 

is a writer who specializes in cat behavior, working with cats who 

have medical problems, therapy cats and cat welfare issues. Her 

sponsor is Wendy Christensen. 

Beverly Freed [A726-13], 1927 Vista Oaks Drive, Carrollton, 

TX 75007; 214-728-2237 (home and business); 972-394-8148 

(fax); Email: bev@kittysave.org: Website: www.kittysave.org. 

Beverly is a writer who specializes in animal rescue. Her sponsor 

is Dusty Rainbolt. 

John Grafton [P729-13], 4464 Cedar Glen, Stone Mountain, 

GA 30083; 404-323-3650; Email: Gummo10279@aol.com; “John 

Grafton’s Cat Tales” on Facebook. John is a writer specializing in 

cat humor stories and the cat-human bond. His sponsor is Darlene 

Arden. 

Nelligan Kane [P736-13], 2285 Lakeshore Boulevard West, 

Apartment 511, Toronto, Ontario M8V3X9, Canada; 416-255-

6536; Email: Nkane_@hotmail.com. Nelligan writes articles about 

cat care and cat behavior. She specializes in freelance rescue     

stories for Cat Fancy magazine. She also writes leaflets pertaining 

to cat care and cat behavior. Her sponsor is Susan Logan-

McCracken. 

Teresa Keiger [P725-13], 6199 Boughton Court, Greensboro, 

NC 27410; 336-643-5246 (home; 336-908-4408 (business); Email: 

info@pltmoon.com. Teresa specializes in graphic design and web 

design. She’s the editor and layout artist for the CFA print     

magazine Cat Talk. Her sponsor is Lauri Henri. 

Devin O’Branagan [P734-13], P.O. Box 6711, Longmont, 

CO 80501; 303-775-00710; Email: Devin@Devinwrites.com; 

Website: www.Devinwrites.com. Devin is a humor columnist for 

Tails Magazine and also writes fiction about cats and dogs. Genres 

include humor, paranormal, mystery, feline chick lit, and canine 

chick lit. Her sponsors are Dusty Rainbolt and Susan Ewing. 

Rachel Phelps [P730-13], 351 Camden Circle, Owensboro, 

KY 42301; 270-316-8193 (home); 270-681-0026 (business); 

Email: Rachel@PrestonSpeaks.com; Website: 

www.PrestonSpeaks.com. Rachel is a writer who specializes in  

pet travel, pet trends, saving money with pets, and pet product  

reviews. Her sponsors are Sandy Robins, Paris Permenter, and 

Dusty Rainbolt. 

Jen Reeder [P728-13], 45 Ponderosa Trail, Durango, 

CO 81303; 970-385-1706 (home); 303-241-6320 (business); 

Email: jen@jenreeder.com; Website: www.jenreeder.com. Jen is  

a writer who specializes in cat health and general care topics. Her 

sponsor is Nancy Peterson. 

Diane A. S. Stuckart [P732-13], 17884 30th Lane North,     

Loxahatchee FL 33470; 561-847-1427; Email: 

diane@dianestuckart.com; Website: www.dianestuckart.com. 

Diane is a bestselling author of the Black Cat Bookshop mystery 

series (writing as Ali Brandon). Her sponsor is Rebecca Hale.  

WELCOME TO CWA! 

Last June, Bob Walker and Frances Mooney, creators of the 

fabulous (and famous) Cats’ House in California, sold their 

house and began preparations for shipping their vast amount of 

stuff to a new home in Fredericksburg, Virginia. The plan is to 

relocate and build Catwalk 2 in Fredericksburg. (Unfortunately, 

the new owner of their former home in California has removed 

the prototypical catwalk from it.) 

Bob and Frances sent reports as they traveled across the 

country in an RV with eight cats and a dog to become catwalk 

homeowners again. Their critter journey ended happily with safe 

arrival on the East Coast.  

Bob wrote along the way: “On the West (and East) Coast, 

we are frequently asked ‘Why would you move FROM San 

Diego?’ Often, we say ‘For the WEATHER.’ Then, we usually 

explain how our hometown has the most temperate weather in 

the U.S. It’s purr-fect! Every day you can count on it being 74-

78 degrees. Never have to think about what the next day will be 

like. After sixty-plus years of the ‘same,’ we decided to experi-

ence ‘different.’ Truthfully, we don't know if SEASONS are the 

answer. SNOW? No clue what to do with the stuff, yet. But, the 

challenge of learning NEW skills and discovering NEW settings 

is exciting! 

“The other  

primary goal in 

moving was 

‘location, location, 

location.’ We     

selected Fredericks-

burg for its afford-

able housing and 

easy travel distance 

to countless cultural 

offerings.” 

Stay tuned for 

another feat of cat 

architecture! 

The Cats’ House Goes East 

Photo © Bob Walker 
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Before becoming a pet sitter, Vanessa was a zookeeper! 
After obtaining a degree in psychology, with a concentration in 
Animal Behavior Research, she went to work at a zoo, where 
she cared for many types of exotic animals including monkeys, 
lemurs, birds, bats, large cats, and bears. 

As the years went by, she decided on a career change that 
led her to “Corporate America.” And while the corporate     
experience gave her several opportunities, it wasn’t as          
fulfilling as she had hoped. She wanted something more, 
something that combined her two passions – both animals  
and business. That “something” was professional pet sitting. 

“As a former zookeeper, I realized how much time, energy 
and patience went into caring for animals,” Vanessa said. “As a 
pet owner, I also realized how hard it is to give that responsi-
bility over to a stranger. This led me to create my own pet-
sitting business, Zoo Sitters LLC, in Cape May, NJ, and has given 
me freedom – true freedom! I'm never stressed and I love my 
job. I have great 'people clients' who truly appreciate what I do 
and amazing 'pet clients' that I get to spend my days with.” 

According to Vanessa, pet sitting for cats is a great joy – 
but can also come with its own challenges and rewards.  

“As we all know, the regal feline often does not feel the 
need to impress anyone with their ability to sit, stay, or lie 
down on command,” she declared. “If they do lavish you with 
such feats, it's completely of their own accord. Their sophisti-
cated approach to life and ability to make a pet sitter truly 
work for them is uncanny! I'm owned by my cat clients. 

“There are kitties who love to watch me play ‘Find the 
Cat,’” Vanessa continued, “usually from a hiding place where I 
can't see them but they can clearly see me. I'm sure for these 
felines, my ability to run around the house and come up with 
no leads as to where they may be hiding amuses them to no 
end. Others make me work for their affection as I sift through 
my arsenal of cat-enticing toys to see which one may – or may 
not – get them to engage. They usually like to make me think I 
have them figured out and then quickly they change the game 
by losing interest and wait for me to find another way to     
entertain them. I do not give up easily.  

"And, as we all know, there are those lap cats who         
understand they are descendants from royalty and appreciate, 
(expect!) nothing less than 100 percent attention in the form 
of petting, grooming, massaging, and, of course, lots of love!"  

But Vanessa loves them all. “Regardless of the feline     
personality I'm pet sitting for, each kitty is different and 
unique in its own, individual way,” she concluded. “They'll 
show you who they really are, if you take the time to truly  
observe their behaviors. Their antics can speak volumes and 
can help you connect with them on a level that only cats can 
fulfill. Appreciate each quirk, each meow, each play for        
attention, as these little treasures can bring genuine joy to 
your life. Once you've gained their trust and their love, you'll 
know it's deserved and truly from their heart.” ♥ 

Author Ellen Price is the Editor/

Academic Manager at Pet Sitters    

International and Editor of Pet Sitter’s 

WORLD Magazine. Contact her at 

EllenPrice@petsit.com.  

Cats & dogs —  
she loves them all! 
Vanessa Sorace   
is the 2012 PSI Pet 
Sitter of the Year. 

Vanessa Sorace, 2012 PSI Pet Sitter of the Year 

Why Pet Sitting for Cats is Such a Joy! 

by Ellen Price, Pet Sitters International 
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      Meow                                                                  Fall  2013                                                                            23 

 

 

As always when CWA Conference time rolls around, I          

remember all the great times I’ve had at past conferences  

(and the great times I read about when I couldn’t be there). 

This truly is a unique, not-to-be-missed event where         

attendees can luxuriate in the presence of a whole clowder   

of world-class cat lovers and first-rate writers. No costume 

will be too over the top, no adoration of cats will be too    

exaggerated in this atmosphere. This is where the love of 

cats, cat costumes, and good writing reigns supreme.  

I sincerely hope that all new members follow my own 

path and get to a conference just as soon as possible after you 

join the Cat Writers’ Association. Once you’ve experienced a 

CWA conference, I believe you’ll fall in love with the       

organization and its dedicated members, just as I did, so  

many years ago. 

For CWA’s old hands, the learning experience and the 

good fellowship of the conference never grow old. I truly 

wish that I could be with you this year in my own home state 

of Texas. 

Instead, as I write I am in another part of Texas, where 

my mother’s advanced age and frailty demand attention and 

force me to deal with realities that are far less joyful than cats 

and conferences. I long for the company of CWA compadres 

who have shared their experiences with aging parents and 

have offered me their support and encouragement. 

That’s what I’m talking about —- someone in CWA    

always seems to be there when times are tough, whether it’s 

to offer advice about publishing, or share expertise about 

vexing medical or behavior problems our cats may have, or 

have a heart-to-heart exchange about how to handle personal 

issues like the ones I face. Reach out to fellow CWA      

members, and someone is sure to be there for you. 

I can picture how it will be in only a week or so when the 

wide-eyed CWA Kittens (conference first-timers) join the old 

hands in cat costumes (mandatory, I believe, since the      

conference does start on Halloween night with our traditional 

goody-bag stuffing party). After an evening of happy     

meetings and greetings, all the participants will turn to the 

business of improving their writing, meeting agents and   

publishers, finding out how to thrive in today’s publishing 

world, and celebrating their love of cats with each other. 

Whee — what fun! 

To conference attendees — enjoy it all to the maximum. 

To those who, like me, are just dreaming of the joy we’re 

missing and the things we could be learning — let’s be sure 

we get to the next fabulous CWA conference!! ♥ 

The Cat’s MEOW 

By Meow Editor Karen Payne 

CWA's 2013 Conference: 
The Best Weekend of the Year, 
Guaranteed! 

See MEOW Online! 
Go to www.catwriters.com to see MEOW online. 

Quarterly Quote 
"The really great thing about cats is their endless variety.  

One can pick a cat to fit almost any kind of decor, colour scheme, 
income, personality, mood. But under the fur, whatever colour  

it may be, there still lies, essentially unchanged,  
one of the world's free souls." ~ Eric Gurney  

Michelle’s West’s darling 
Scottish Fold girl, the late 
Punkin, a gorgeous calico, 
here strikes a pose that 
shows off her white tummy. 
Her back was ablaze with  
bright orange & black spots. 

Photo © Michelle West  

http://catwriters.com/wp_meow/


~ Heartfelt thanks to the generous sponsors who make our CWA Conference possible ~  

~ Special thanks to our generous MEOW contributors ~ 
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First Class 

URGENT Deadlines! 

2013 Conference Dates!! 
October 31-November 2, Dallas, TX 

 

  2014 article deadlines for MEOW 
Winter issue — January 6 

Spring Issue — March 6 

Summer Issue — May 15 

Fall Issue — August 15 
 
 

 

2014 CWA Contest Entry Deadline:  

Must be postmarked by July 1st  

 

Contact Information 
for CWA Secretary 

Wendy Christensen 
 

Send mail to 
Wendy Christensen, CWA Secretary 

256 Timbertop Road 
New Ipswich NH 03071-3018 

 
Send all CWA-related email inquiries to 

wendy@wendycats.com 

 

CWA Has a New 
Website: 

 

www.catwriters.com 

 

CWA Members, please note! If you want your achievements and 

news to appear in MEOW, send them to me via email in suitable 

format (120-150 words maximum). Submissions will be accepted 

until the published deadline; however, please don’t wait. Submit  

as soon as possible and make my task easier! Thank you. — Ed. 

 MEOW is the newsletter of the Cat Writers’            

Association. It is the winner of an APEX® 

Award of Publication Excellence and the CWA 

Muse MedallionTM. MEOW is published four 

times a year. © 2013 CWA; all rights reserved. 

 

© KP 

Rescue is the name of my game! 
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