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A Fabulous Speaker Lineup Awaits You, October ROvember 1, 2014, in Atlanta!
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Dusty Rainbolt and Su Ewing, your 2014 CWA confere

ncelairs, are working like crazy to finalize the list of speakers

for our 2014 conferencéle owWor | d Pr esent ed by .S0ftweWavd atgeat lnéup, Arsl svexped it
to get even better as the conference draws closer. And
Bar kWorl d, which youoll al so have the opportunity to a

This is going to be the best conference ever, and everyone should be there! Keep in mind that the list of speakers is s
preliminary and subject to changdut be assured that the final schedule is sure to be fantastic.

Other conference events also include a CWA Book Sig
member with full registration or a MeowWorld speaker.
Webre also holding our
with artists, web designers, book designers, layout artists,
Whether you have talent or want to hire someone for your

and needs will match up to give your career a boost.

ning. To be eligible to sign books you must be either a current (

ating favBelfRuldishard Hekédavritdrseandpbloggersecan neqi e

photographers, eBook experts, copy editors, proofreadets, and
project, you candspeede at t he Writer so

T DUSTY RAINBOLT, CWA CONFERENTHAT®

The 2014 CWA Conference: Preliminary List of MeowWorld Speakers

* Janiss Garza(author and chief assistant to Sparkle the
Designer Cat, who blogs 8parklecat.comd How to Make
Your Editor Love You and Get More Writing Assignments
* Alana Grelyak (musician, composer, writer, and actor wh
film Cataloguewas a runneup in the 2013 Internet Cat Vide
Festival, bested only by Grumpy Cat®; blogger at
CatIinTheFridge.coyd Video Production 101 for Bloggers
and Web Writers

* Nancy E. Hassel(Founder/Editotin-Chief of LIPet-
Place.conmand President/Founder bbng Island Pet Profes-
sionals, LLQ & Applying Journalism Ethics to Blogging

* Marilyn Krieger_(author,Cat Fancycolumnist, and certifieq
cat behavior expert who blogsEteCatCoach.coj®
Myth-Information about Cat Behavior

* Brad & Rachel Phelps(President and Creative Director,
respectivelyPreston Media Groy@® Get Away from the
Computer: How to Market Yourself

* Amy D. Shojai (pet expert, media personality, award
winning author of 26 pet care books and books in other ge
cof ounder of t he CadtDIWEBOOK ferr
Bloggers and Writers

* Diane A.S. Stuckart(bestselling author of the Leonardo da
Vinci historical mystery series, the Black Cat Bookshop series,
and five historical romances; sB&anestuckart.coym
pRBesearching and Writing Techniques

0" Ruth E. Thaler-Carter (New York-based freelancer,
presenter, and owner Gommunication Centrab Editing

and Proofreading

* Bob Walker (co-author with wife Frances Mooney of

The Cat,b@lsouttheirdasneus cat abode in San Diego;
photographer; now creating a new cat headquarters in Virginia
0 Everyoneds a Photographer:
| Crowd

* Layla Morgan Wilde (Canadian fiction and nonfiction

writer, intuitive life coach, photographer, and blogger at
CatWisdom101.cod Fearless Photo Editing 101

* Susan C. Willett (poet, photographer, blogger at
LifewithDogsandCats.coj® Telling Tails Online: A Guide

to Creating Engaging Dog and Cat Content

nres;

Complete CWA Contest information, more about the 201
MeowWorld Conference, articles, and news. See page 3
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t NBAARSY
By CWA President
Lorie M. Huston, DVM, CVJ

CWAT News & More News!

May 1 marked the end of my first six months as your president. Wow, how

the time has flown. Though the learning curve over the past few months has been

steep, | am more thrilled than ever to be your president.

I have lots of you to thank for guiding me through my first six months. But,
AY LI NIGAOdzZ FNE LQR tA1S G2 GKIFyl { dz
expert guidance. | also need to offer a huge thgok to Dusty Rainbolt for being
my vice president, my mentor, my friend, my supporter, and so much more. Du
LQff yS@SNIo6S FotS (G2 LIe& e&2dz Fdf t @&
Atlanta for all three of you. Without the three of you, these first six months woul
have been much rockier than they turned out to be.

¢CKSNBEQa oSSy | 204 3I2Ay3 2y Ay [ 2]
upcoming conference is in full swing. Our conference coordinators, Dusty Rain

and Su Ewing, are working overtime to make this the biggest and best conferen

ever. Please join me in thanking them for their tireless efforts.

Our annual contest is in full swing as well. | encourage all of you to gather
best pieces and enter them. Each and every one of you has the talent and potg
G2 6AyIZ odzi &2dz OFyQl ¢6AYy AT &2dz R2
http://catwriters.com/wp meow/?page id=12Q1Payment information and entry
forms are available herdattp://catwriters.com/wp meow/?page id=1581

For those of you who are unaware, we have established a new private
membersonly Facebook page that serves as a tool for networking and asking
guestions of other CWA members. All of you should have received an invitatior
to join the group, but if you did not and would like to join, please email me at
loriehuston@pethealth-caregazette.comt Yy R L Qf € KSf LJ &2 dz
group is in addition to our public Facebook page and our ProList (email list), bo
of which will continue as previously.

l'a Ylye 2F @&2dz It NSBFRe (1y26X 6S KI
I 2yi8aizé sAGK GKS OK2aSy YSYoSNI 68
chosen two members and the contest is being wedtleived. Congratulations to
Betty Sleep and Christine Michaels for being the first two members featured.
Another featured member will appear soon.

L K2LJXS G2 aSS &2dz I ff
O2y TSNByYyOS &Siz GKSNBQa
http://catwriters.com/wp _meow/?page id=1201
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Your president,
Lorie Huston, DVM, CVJ

Please Follow Us and Be Social
Follow Us on Faceboohttp://facebook.com/CatWriters
Tweet with Us on Twittetttp://twitter.com/CatWriters
Subscribe to our blodnttp://feedburner.google.com/fb/a/mailverify?
uri=CatWritersAssociation

MY

CAT WRITERS' ASSOCIATION
) Cat Wr i1t
Association
(www.catwriters.com
9gAYy3a YR CNIY
Officers

[05)
r—f'

306 Bellman Ave, Warwick, RI 02889
Email: loriehuston@pehealthcaregazette.com

DB RAINBOKT SvicelRIesidehi
Olt Phone: 972724-0032 * Fax: 2146329367
PO Box 293413, Lewisville, TX 75029413

Email: dustycatwriter@pobox.com

('\u.q

D)
Ce

WENDY CHRISTENSEN, Secretary

¢ Phone: 608781000

ur

b

LYNN MILLER, Treasurer
Phone: 6098067018
14 Patrick Henry Court, Monroe NJ 08831
Email: lynnmiller325@gmail.com

Council of Directors
Class of 2015
BJ BANGS
22AY G 204NR dzLId
ANGIE BAILEY
N JOAN MILLER
ALLIA ZOBEL NOLAN

@S | ROENAF.RLANE SY S
Y Jco-ForrdertlitdiNeBiBetor 2 Y

AMY D. SHOJAI, CABC

E

Immediate-Past President
SUSAN M. EWING
hOG206SN» LT @

i KEOMABTEE G o o

Newsletter Editor
KAREN PAYNE
Phone 305651639 * Fax: 3056651639
PO Box 430784, Miami, FL 33243784
Email: karen90new@gmail.com

~

D

Webmistresses
LORIE HUSTON, DVM, CVJ
Email: loriehuston@pehealthcaregazette.com
LAYLA MORGAN WILDE
Email: layla@laylamorganwilde.com

5 LORIE HUST% %MYCQ\Q PreTld?\I}b

mtiabe Timbertop Road, New Ipswich, NH 03071

Qi SRR RETy  §

7

7

QX

=

{

Meow

Summer 2014

F<

NY

N


http://www.catwriters.com
mailto:loriehuston@pet-health-care-gazette.com
mailto:dustycatwriter@pobox.com
mailto:wendy@wendycats.com
mailto:lynnmiller325@gmail.com
mailto:karen90new@gmail.com
mailto:loriehuston@pet-health-care-gazette.com
mailto:layla@laylamorganwilde.com
http://catwriters.com/wp_meow/?page_id=1201
http://catwriters.com/wp_meow/?page_id=1581
mailto:loriehuston@pet-health-care-gazette.com
http://catwriters.com/wp_meow/?page_id=1201
http://facebook.com/CatWriters
http://twitter.com/CatWriters
http://feedburner.google.com/fb/a/mailverify?uri=CatWritersAssociation
http://feedburner.google.com/fb/a/mailverify?uri=CatWritersAssociation

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

S2622NIRY hdzNJ . S&ai || 2y FSNB YOS 905N ddXdDX dm
NBaARSY(iQa aSaal 3S XOOPXPDPXD XDPOPDXXXXXXOX DH

21 [ 2yFSNBYOS wSIAA[GNI GAZ2Y [AY] OPOXXXPDXX Do
KFyla G2 hdzNJ 9F NI & | ANR {LRyaz XOXXXDDOD n
KFEd |'F@S hdzNJ { L2y ag8|NBR . SSy ! LJ

CWA Contest Is Here! Send Entries Now ...7
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Viewpoints: Animal POV & Furry Fiction 254 headquarters is now taking reservations. Just mentign
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8 e EETI CWA Contest deadline: July 1
Send your entries how!
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" Register Now for BarkWorld/MeowWorld Presented by CWA
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A SPECIATHANKSTO FETCHINCGCOMMUNICATIONS

| would like to formally thank Kristen Levine, Liz Lindley, and the rest of the team at Fetching
Communications, for agreeing to handle the PR needs for our upcoming CWA conference. It should i
obvious to all of us how important good PR will be to the overall success of the conference. As a CW§
member, Kristen did not hesitate when approached about providing PR and immediately brought her gntire
team on board, putting them at our disposal. Please join me in thanking Fetching Communications fo
volunteering to help us make thi Sou¥ §edid 0s confjer
president,

Lorie Huston
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EARLY BIRD SPONSORS for 2014

Each year, we rely heavily on the generosity of our sponsors to provide attendees with a fun
and educational conference experience. From sponsoring awards that highlight the talents of our
members to defraying the cost of special events and general conference costs, these sponsors are
invaluable to CWA. Please join me in thanking the following companies for stepping forward early
to renew their sponsorships or become new sponsors for our 2014 conference.

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF FELINE PRACTITIONERS (AAFP)
AdoptAShelter.com
AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR THE PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS (ASpPC
/['¢ Clb/LOW{Q !'"{{h/L!'¢LhD
CEVA
CORNELL FELINE HEALTH CENTER
DOG WRITERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA (DWAA)
FETCHING COMMUNICATIONS
HARTZ MOUNTAIN CORPORATION
I-5 PUBLISHIN@&AT FANQY
JACAT CATTERY
LITTERIFTER®
MORRIS ANIMAL FOUNDATION
NESTLHPURINA PETCARE COMPANY
PET SITTERS INTERNATIONAL
PETSAFE® (now includes Premier Pet Products)
PIONEER PET®/STICKY PAWS®
PRECIOUS CAT, INC.
{9wD9!'b¢Q{ t9¢ /! w9 twhb5]/ ¢{ 3
AMY SHOJAI
STURDI PRODUCTS, INC.
THE INTERNATIONAL CAT ASSOCIATION (TICA)
2hw[5Qf{ .9{¢ /!¢ [LCCOwT

[ 21 OQf {L{¢9w hwD! bL%! ¢LhD({
DOG WRITERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA (DWAA)
WOMEN IN THE PET INDUSTRY NETWORK (WIPIN)

=T =
Thank You So Much!

Meow Summer 2014 4



Our Sponsors: What
BY CWA President

Have They Been Up To?
Lorie Huston, DVM, CVJ

We here at the Cat Writert gﬁf’%ﬁﬁ"&"; in caurtcompanioraanimalsi catsliechidee: d
sponsors. Without their generous support, our conference amf&.. *S® @@ Cancer ends the lives of more dogs and
many of the benefits we are able to offer our members woule ,,f' "’ # .38 cats than any other disease. Nearly 6
not be possible. Because our sponsors are so important to us, s 4 '..,“.' million new cat cancer diagnoses are made
we feel it is important to keep our members informed about &® \‘03',-"' each year. Morris Animal Foundation
their latest activities. ®

The Cornell Feline Health Centeris proud (and rightly

hopes to further the fight against cancer
by raising awareness. For more information about the Morris

so) of their | Animal Foundation Unite to Fight Pet Cancer campaign, pleas
Cornell University new Citizen | visit here:http://unitetofight.morrisanimalfoundation.org/
College of Veterinary Medicine SE)les Precious Cat, Inc.recently announced the addition of a
portal. new product to their |ine: T
Dr. Bruce Kornreich provides the following information: of OutdoorsE wildl br
AEstablished in 1974, thgq@ Expdfienteiinrfoe youd eatwlith litter thae n t
(CFHC) is the oldest institute dedicated solely to fostering { adds natural chemicéiee prairie grasses to
well-being of cats worldwide. Our tradition of excellence 3 “the litter. The Touc

continues today, in our #QAnniversary, through the funding

of cutting edge basic and clinical research, the education & |

support of veterinary professionals, cat owners, and breed
and through a number of unique initiatives.

AfOne such initiative 1is t
Science portal on our newly redesigned webpage. This ex¢
project allows cat owners/lovers and veterinarians to active
support ongoing CFH@uUNnded research projects by submitti
samples and/or data to Cornell researchers investigating a
variety of important feline health issues. By taking advanta
of this oneof-a-kind opportunity, our generous supporters c
become active participants in the process of improving the
health and happiness of our feline friends everywhere. To
advantage of this unique opportunity, please visit our webs
at: http://www.vet.cornell.edu/fhc/ 0

Another of our sponsorBurina (NestléPurina PetCare
Company) has taken advantage of the felin
phenomenon already popular in Europe an
Asia to open the first ever Cat Café in the
United States. Patr
while spending time with cats and learning
about cats, cat hea
Day Challenge. Purina ONE® hopes this

encourages conversation among cat owners and cat lovers

ali ke. Carrie Ann Inaba, a
Dancing with the Stargnd founder of The Carrie Ann Inabg
Animal Project, partnered with Purina ONE® on this initiati
to help improve the lives and wdiking of cats everywhere.
Purina ONE® also partnered with North Shore Animal Lea
America (NSALA) to provide adoptable companion cats to
mingle amongst patrons at the Cat Cafe. To learn more ab
the Cat Café or the 28 Day Challenge, please visit
http://www.purinaone.com/ONESmartChange
Morris Animal Foundation has

recently launched a mueteeded campaig

geared toward fighting cancer in both do

and cats. As most of you are already awz

natural chemicalree prairie grasses can

help your cat feel less anxious, bored, and
depressed, which translates into a happier ca
environment. Touch o
blumipisghmuoiecat titterahiat has naurat i z
iting chlorophyll for continuous odor control and
lgas no airborne dust.

ng You can find Touch of Outd
other independent retailers. For more information, call (877)
811-2287 or visit the website attp://www.preciouscat.com

an Herebds a |ittle more infor
may not know. Kathy Elsey, emwvner/founder of Precious Cat,
dke., grew up on a farinwhere exposure to agriculture and
itkher chemicals can cause an increase in cancer. In 2009, Kat
was diagnosed with multiple myeloma, the second most
common blood cancer. This devastating disease is incurable
eand also occurs in cats. The Elsey family and Precious Cat ha
¢played a critical role in helping the Multiple Myeloma Re-
search Foundation ( MMRF), tFh
ofmyeloma rpspagect, tofimprave ana enhich livesypbringing
innovative new treatments to lead to a cure.

| t @ur longtime spensarThenrdern@libhil Edt Assazis-

tion (TICA) , is delighted to announce its new coloring book,

ATI CA6s Col or ful
V. | \N

rC act ast. s0, Bjewndug e faun
S TICA

D

animal artist Karen Cannon, the
.. book describes for children the
N~ . .
/< important jobs cats held which

"2
%, "’ & brought them to be our beloved
¢ \\\ .
"".:’/,(,\_‘l cax A and cherished pets. From
out protecting the I
to sailing the seas to prote

has certainly found its way into our hearts and our laps. The
coloring book, which teaches children respect for the cat,
nproper care, and how to earn a lifetime of devotion from an
yadoring furry friend, was produced with sponsorship fiam

el seyds Pr e c ltisheing dStabutediwortdwider .

cancer is one of the leading causes of de
Meow

ditbe of charge, for TICA events.
Summer 2014
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Our Sponsors: What Have They Been Up {Eeinued)

We would like to welcome one of our newest sponsors;]
Litter -Lifter® . The LitterLifter® was created with both the
cat and the cat owner

THE mind. As most of us
know, litter box issues
are one of the most
common reasons that
cats are abandoned to

shelters or rescues, or,

CLOG-FREE™ scoops with peaked-shaped™ tines!

turned outdoors. A
clean odoffree litter box can be of great benefit in preventin
inappropriate elimination. The Littdifter® was designed to
make the cat owner6s job a
amount of dust produced in cleaning the litter while still
keeping the litter box clean and fresh smelling. In addition,
Litter-Lifter® is interested in partnering with cat rescue grol
to promote cat welfare and education. For more informatio
see their website atttp://www.litter-lifter.com/.

Our friends at thémerican Association of Feline
Practitioners (AAFP) are

proud (deservedly) of their stz FELINE
efforts to educate and PRACTITIONERS®

provide resources for cat
owner s. Heat
AAFP executive director,
shared the following news:

AThere are ' 1'i ons mor e
United States, yet cats are half as likely to visit the vetering
Many cat owners believe their cat is independent; self
sufficient, or will show obvious signs when they are sick inc
cating they need veterinary care. ThAraerican Association of
Feline Practitioneréhttp://www.catvets.comnvites you to
join us by helping to educate cat owners about the need
for routine veterinary cardnftp://www.catvets.com/caiwners
caringfor-cats/catownermustknow).

AThe AAFP CQCarFeandlyePhctit€DFe)
program fttp://www.catvets.com/cfp/catwnerg to improve
the treatment, handling, and overall healthcare provided to
cats.Veterinary practices that have earned this distindiere

mi

taken specific extra steps to
assure they un
unique needs, create a lsiress
( environment, and implement
feline-friendly standards.

Cat Friendly ¥
Praqt;ce

Currently, over 1400 practices have started the CFP progr:
and already over 600 have
Innews fromth&€at Fanci er so
CFA proudly announces its best cats in ** -
Championship, Kitten, and Premiership

Ass

Leverkusen, Germany. Her
owners are Connie Stewart of
¥ Temple City, CA, and Blake
¥ Mayes and Dennis Adler of
Boise, ID. Desi also took the
8l highest honors at the Best-the
-Best competition at the CFA
Dr . El seybés Pre
World Championship Cat Show
in Novi, Michigan, last Novembeilhe Championship compe-
dition is for unaltered pedigreed cats over eight months of age.
The Kitten of the Year is GC, NW Dotdotdot Bornintheusa
gUnaeaSany) of &vidd Rpim a GhbcblateSpdited Male @cicat, i
born on March 25, 2013. Breeders/Owners are Roger & Nancy
Brown of Elkhorn, NE,
upad David & Carol Freel
nof Pleasant Grove, CA.
Uncle Sam was named
second runner up in
the Bestof-the Best
competition at the CFA
Dr . El seybs
Litter World Champion-
ship Cat Show. The
Kitten competition is for
unaltered or altered, pedi-
goeedrkitaths betadersthetades af foudl and esightimanths. h e
irian.The Premiership Cat of the Year is GP, NW Sandesox
Justsweetness (Tommy) of Whitesox, a Blue Point Birman
INeut er born on August 17, 24
Lane & Sandy Faust. He is owned by Karen Lane of Delray
Beach, FL, Sandy Faust of Antioch, IL, and Yvonne Griffin of
Casselbarry, FL. Tommy is the first
Birman ever to re
Premiership Cat of the Year. Tommy S
was the third runner up in the Bext ¢
the Best competition at the CHBr.
El seyds Precious
Championship Cat Showhe Premier-
ship competition is for altered pedigre
chis overttha age of @ghtar@rtths.s
These cats will be recognized, alof
with the top 24 other cats in each of th&
categories and the

t hr ee

top
aAnnual Banquet and Awards Dinner on Saturday, June 28,

ROdd ,de i dfNeavt ©d | @ an s, Loui si
0201i32014i National WhRess) gp tdtp://www.cfa.org/
NationalWinners.aspxCongratulations to all the winners.

competitive classes for the 262814 We hope youbdbve enjoyed
show season. of our sponsorsdé | atest ac
CFAGs Cat of the thank you to each and ever
NW Belamy Desiderada of Cinema, a continue to keep you updated on what they are doing
Calico Female Persian born on June 24 - to better the lives of cats everywhere.
2012. Desi 6s breedc: s wmulNT Ka vuwe Ul
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The CWA Communication Contest is Nearly Upon Us!
Please Send Your Entries as Early as Possible
and Step Up to Judge the Contest.

By CWA Contest Chair Marci Kladnik

The annual CWA Communication Contest is a heady competition of excellence in communication, and
the competition is stiff. Winning a Certificate of Excellence is an honor and bringing home a Muse Medal-
lion, a glorious accomplishment.

Already contest entries have begun arriving in my PO Box, and | thank those early birds. The postmark
deadline is July 1, 2014, but please send your entries before that if you can.

A quick reminder that the rules, forms, category list, and Special Awards have been updated, so be sure
to read them thoroughly before you submit. If you haveanyqu est i ons, Il 6m here to
ask than to guess and be disqualified on a technicality! Please use the interactive PDFs of each form
(found on the website) if possible, or else write very CLEARLY. lllegible entries will be disqualified.

Judges Needed : Any Professional Member of CWA is qualified to judge, and | encourage one and all
to sign up. This is the time to really experience the tremendous talent we have within our select group.
Please email your Regular Category preferences to me at mkauthor@verizon.net. | will do my best to ac-
commodate your wishes, but it will be on a first-come, first-served basis. When picking your categories,
please remember that you cannot judge a category you plan to enter. Please refer to the full list of our
Regular Categories on page 11 of this issue of MEOW.

Reqular Category Entries _: Everyone who judges or volunteers to assist the Contest Committee enjoys
a discount on his/her own Regular Category entries as indicated on the entry form. If you are submitting a
Regular Category entry and one or more Special Award entries, you must send all fees along with the en-
tries to Marci Kladnik at PO Box 592, Los Alamos, CA 93440. A single check is fine. The appropriate fees
must accompany their respective entries.

EntryFees:Checks should be made out to the Cat Write
fee(s) using PayPal; please include a copy of your receipt with your entry. Note: Checks will not be cashed
until August.

E-books : It is important to remember, if the entrant wishes to enter an e-book version of his or her
book, the entrant must make sure the category judges can download the book without cost and can read
the e-book without difficulty on their computer or other device.

Special Award Judges Needed : Please submit the names of people who might serve as Special
Award judges, along with a brief statement of their expertise. A Special Award judge cannot be a CWA
member. When submitting a name, include a valid
email address and phone number. If at all possible,

please ask the person whether he/she would be inter- YES!I WANT TO BE A 2014 CONTEST JUDGE!

estedinj udgi ng. You dondot ha (Please type or print legibly.)

test: weodll take care of YP'?”aStfh_fSi%g_ullo “dOWt_IOH\iAU_dK?g_k ge

like to contact candidates who are interested. And re- [| Yo! ¢a" " outthis form OR simply send an ematl to Marct Kiadnik.

member, our Regular Category judging slots are open CE\>A2/A_C_ | t_a ”(‘: ? tP rofessional membfer

e . ommunication Contest.

and waiting for your name. Sign up today! D | am an Associate member| a

Good luck to al of vy 0 ul(lcontest Commitee.

I
Although | understand that no category can be guaranteed to any fidge
= . the categories | would most like to judge are (please list at least thre
G ONRCIRIESHI
U
u Send toCWA Contest Chair Marci Kladnik at PO Box 592, Los Alamds,
CA 93440, or emaiinkauthor@verizon.net

e e —
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2014 CWA COMMUNICATION CONTEST RULES

Read carefully. The General RulesZ1) apply to all contestants.

Read ALL of them and the CategeBpecific Rules that apply to your category
If, after reading the rules, you have any questions, please contact
the Contest Chair for clarification PRIOR to sending in your entry.

GENERAL RULES:

1. THE ENTRANT MUST COM PLY WITH ALL RULES . Deviation from the rules will result in rejection of an entry and loss
of the entry fee. Entrants will be notified of disqualification in as timely a manner as possible. However, CWA is nsiblespon
di sputed entries. Entries wild.l be di sposed of or returne

2. ALL REGULAR CATEGORY AND SPECIAL AWARD ENTRIES MUST BE POSTMARKED BY JULY 1, 2014, to qualify
for the contest. Mail all entries to CWA Contest Chair Marci Kladnik, PO Box 592, Los Alamos, CA 93440. Emailed entiats will
be accepted.

3. All entries must be sent in such a manner that they can be reasonably expected to arrive within 7 days of the Jady 1 postm
deadline. Regardless of the delivery method you choose, you MUST specify that the recipient need not be present isigmerson tc
for the material. I't is the entrantds responsi bitPasteryand o
other large items should be packaged in tubes. CWA will not assume responsibility for items that arrive damaged oiveo not arr
at all.

4. If you wish acknowledgment of receipt of your entry, do NOT contact the Contest Chair via email or phone, but include a
stamped,seladdr essed postcard with the entry or send via fAconf
signature confirmation).

5. NOTE: All checks are held until miguly before being sent to the Treasurer for depositing, and therefore may not be cashed
until weeks after sending your entry in.

6. The contest is open to anyone whose work qualifies in any CWA contest category and was first published or broadnast betw
June 16, 2013, and June 15, 2014 (with the exception of Online Magazine or Newsletter, and Website, which will be judged live
between August 1 and August 31, 2014).

7. Entries must not have been published before in any medium. To qualify, previously published work must have been rewrittet
with at least 20 percent new content to qualify.

8. Publication date is the published date cited on the entry. When there is a question regarding eligibility, it is tledentra
responsibility to clarify the issue, that 1is, t esheiclrdying de
the date of publication.

9. All contest entries must be published woplblishedpradessia y O
work is eligible and will be judged based on the same criteria as all the other entries in a given category. It istth@& entran
responsibility to provide supporting documents with-pelblished entries to clarify that the work does, indeed, qualify uhiger

rule. For example, seffublished work MUST be offered for sale by professional outlets (that is, book stores, commerciakyebsit
and other venues not owned by the author/artist).

10. Entries in all categories should devote-thied or more space to cats. If an entry is not fefipecific, the work musttdeast
relate to them or it will be rejected.

11. Foreign language entries will be accepted, but they must be accompanied by a complete English translation. Ergravitlemus
three copies of the original that clearly show the date and name of the publication, and three copies of the translationin8ea
that the judges cannot judge the quality of the translation; they will base their decision solely on the English languadentoes

in graphic arts categories are the exception, as they need no translation.

(continued)
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2014 CWA COMMUNICATION CONTEST RULES (continued)

12. An entry must be entered in a Regular Category to be considered for a Special AwaoteSetditional copy of the piece

along with a Special Awards entry formto the Contest Chair for each Special Award entry (Exceptions: For the Shojai Mentor
Award and the Michael Brim Distinguished Service Award, submit three copies of each nomination form. No additional entry fo
or copies are needed for consideration for the Presiedent
Muse Medallion™ winners, and all Muse Medallio¥ winners are automatically considered.)

13. An individual person or entity may submit an unlimited number of entries, but each individual work can be entered only on
time in one Regular contest categdryother words, the same individual work may not be entered in more than one category. (Se
Graphic Art exceptions below undéategory-Specific Rules)

14. Anyone may submit an entry on behalf of an author/artist, but the award will be presented solely to the auththéetistyof

15. A volunteer discount is available to current CWA members only. CWA professional members who volunteer to judge in the
contest and CWA associate members who volunteer to assist the Contest Committee will receive a discount on their Regular €
fee as specified on the entry form.

16. All judges are chosen by the Contest Chair and the Contest Committee. Entries in the Regular Categories are reviewed an
judged independently by three professional CWA members and their scores are averaged by the Contest Chair to determine tt
winner. Wi nners of Special Awards are selected by judges
sponsor; each Special Award category is judged by one judge. Special Awards sponsors may be shown the winning entry befc
the award is given, but that decision is at the discretion of the Contest Committee.

17. Entries wild.l not be returned. Judgesd deci si ofromtiner e
to time and shall be adjudicated by the Contest Chair and the Contest Committee.

18. The Contest Chair has the right to make category changes as deemed necessary. The Contest Chair may also detete or cc
categories if there are not sufficient entries. What constitutes sufficient entries is decided by the Contest Chagristrut ther
absolute minimum number of entries for any category to be judged. If, in the opinion of the judges, no entry represemts excel
within a category, no award will be given.

19. Regular Category award finalists receive a CWA Certificate of Excellence and shall be notified in October. In ardar to ea
certificate, the individual must score an average of 90 or higher based on the scores submitted by the three judgedefporgach
The winner in each Regular contest category shall receive the CWA Muse Médalpecial Award winners shall receive
recognition as specified in the Special Awards list.

20. Contest results will be announced at the Annual CWA Awards Banquet and published in the WintéE @0¥dewsletter and

on the CWA website atww.catwriters.comPlease do not call the Contest Chair or anyone on the Contest Committee to ask if y
have won. Those who do not have access to the Internet or the CWA newsletter may enclose an SASE for a list of wianers. Pl
mar k on the back of the envelope ACWA Contest Winners. o

CATEGORY -SPECIFIC RULES:
Submit each Regular Category entry with a SINGLE ENTRY FORM and THREE HARD COPIES of the piece.

The CWA Entry Form, with category and subcategory noted, must accompany each entry and must be sent to the Contegt Che
with the total entry fee at the time of entry. An entry that is missing any element (required number of copies, entoy-feankimg
URL, entry feeé) will be considered incomplete and wil/|
FORMS MUST BE LEGIBLE. lllegible entries will be disqualified. (If possible, please download the interactive PDF from the C\
website and keyboard directly onto it.) If entry fees are paid online via PayPal, include a copy of the receipt withmjssiosub

Provide THREE clean photocopies of the entry in a large enough format to be read. If the judge has difficulty readingt amagntr
be disqualified. Online articles, columns, and blog posts must be submitted in hard copy along with the original URlicatioinpubl
date included so that entries may also be viewed o agaihae
or Newsletter, and Website, which will be judged live on the Internet during the judging period as specified below. For these

categories only, submit an entry form with the URL included.
(continued)
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2014 CWA COMMUNICATION CONTEST RULES (continued)

1. Audio/Visual entries must be submitted in their original form; that is, a transcript of a radio or television program is not accep
0 an actual audio or video recording must be entered. Video entries must be submitted as a DVD that plays in a standaset DVI
or, if published online, as a URL link. If an entire radio or television program is less than 10 minutes long, the ensalatnias/

her three best short programs and enter them as a single entry. Entries must be submitted in the name of the progrssranest; gL
not eligible to win.

2.Blog entries may be posted either on corporate or nonprofit sites, or as an individual. Submit your three best blog posts in ha
copy with the original URLs and publication dates included so that entries may be viewed online. Judging will take i@ tiamsi
the overall look and feel of the blog as a whole in addition to the three best posts. No other single blog entry wothiasthear

may be entered as a single article in any other category. The exception is that DIFFERENT individual posts may be temrigred, b
in the Editorial or Humor categories.

To qualify for these categories, personal blogs must 1) have been posted one or more times weekly for at least onthgear, with
first blog post dated on or before the first day of the current contest year specified in General Rule #6 (this widdbbyvirifges);

2) include proof of the past monthodés traffic to Gotge bl og
Analytics, StatCounter, or another traffic counter that shows visits and page views to the blog; 3) state how therog is bei
monetized t hr ough ads, sponsored posts, or use as an author 06:

education. The judges assigned to the category will check to make sure this monetization is on the blog; otherwiseltheeblog w
disqualified.

Blogs on corporate or nonprofit sites automatically qualify and do not require the above qualifications. However, iblpggiage
on a corporate, nonprofit site or on a monetized blog that posts less than once a week, you should consider entegnig goer blo
of the fAOnline Articled categories.

3. In theBooks categories, dooks will be accepted. The author is responsible for providing the Contest Chair some means of
enabling judges to read thebeok for free, such as an Amazon.com gift card or coupon code. The submitterpofdistied boks
must also provide supporting documents containing sales figures and commercial sales venues not owned by the author.

4. Columnists (magazine, newspaper, newsletter, and online categories) must choose only their three best columns and submit
as a single entry. None of these three best may be entered as a single article in any other category. The exceplieFER BNT D
column installments may be entered, but only in the Editorial or Humor categories. (A column appears regularly in the same
publication[s] with the same column title, byline, slug, URL, and/or artwork. If the same column appears in both prilh@and on
media, only one triplicate entry can be made.)

5. All Graphic Arts category photos or illustrations may appear again as a part of a writing entry (for example, as part of a
magazine article or a book). All entries will be judged solely in the original published form (either printed or onlindy &Oar
photographic prints, which may be of higher quality. Submissions should only include three copies of the best publesheie qeint
or URL for online work.

6. For theNewsletter categories, a newsletter is distinguished from a magazine in that the newsletter does not take paid adverti
and is sold only to subscribers (that is, it is not sold on newsstands). Single cat breed newsletters and nonprodit'etatistiers
are the exception in that they may take paid advertising.

7. In theNewspapercategories, when an entry first appeared as a syndicated article, in those specific cases where a syndicatec
is not able to obtain actual copies of the published newspaper articles, the entrant may provide a copy of the olégamal artic
letter of authentication from the syndicate editor.

8. Online articles/columnsmust be submitted in hard copy along with the original online URL with publication date included so

that online entries may also be viewed online atSpdcificcRlej ud
#4 above.
9. The categorie®nline Magazine or Newsletter, and Websitevi | | be judged directly from t

and August 31, 2014or these categories only, submit an entry form with the URL included.

10. Category IX.5 Photographic Art is defined as any photo that has been altered in any way, either digitally or mamually.
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2014 CWA COMMUNICATION CONTEST REGULAR CATEGORIES

[.1 Monthly Magazine: National V1.2 Broadcast, Audie- Any Format
I.2 Magazine Article: Health & General Care
|.3 Magazine Article: Behavior & Training VII.1 Online Magazine or Newsletter

\U

I.4 Magazine Article: Rescue/Advocacy VII1.2 Online Article: Health & General Care
[.5 Magazine Article: Any Other Topic VI1.3 Online Article: Behavior & Training
.6 Magazine Column VIl.4 Online Article: Rescue/Advocacy

VIL.5 Online Article: Any Other Topic
[I.1 Newspaper Article: Health & General VI1.6 Online Column

Care

[1.2 Newspaper Article: Behavior & Training VIII.1 Blog: Health & General Care

[1.3 Newspaper Article: Rescue/Advocacy (URL plus 3 blog posts)

[1.4 Newspaper Article: Any Other Topic VIII1.2 Blog: Behavior & Training

[1.5 Newspaper Column (URL plus 3 blog posts)
VII1.3 Blog: Rescue/Advocacy

[11.1 Newsletter: Breed Specific (URL plus 3 blog posts)

[11.2 Newsletter: National Circulation VIIl.4 Blog: Entertainment

[11.3 Newsletter: Regional or Membership (URL plus 3 blog posts)

Circulation VIIL.5 Blog: Any Other Topic
[11.4 Newsletter Article Health & General Care (URL plus 3 blog posts)

[11.5 Newsletter Article Behavior & Training VII1.6 Website
[11.6 Newsletter Article: Rescue/Advocacy

[11.7 Newsletter Article: Any Other Topic IX.1 Black & White Photograph (Single)

[11.8 Newsletter Column IX.2 Black & White Photography (Series)
IX.3 Color Photograph (Single)

IV.1 Short Story IX.4 Color Photograph (Series)

IV.2 Poem IX.5 Photographic Art

V.3 Humor IX.6 Cartoon

IV.4 Brochure, Pamphlet, or Short PublicationlX.7 Illustration (Single)

IV.5 Annual or Long Publication IX.8 Illustration (Series)

IV.6 Opinion Piece, Essay, or Editorial
IV.7 PR/Humane Education/Press Kits

V.1 Books: Fiction

V.2 Books: For Children

V.3 Books: Health & General Care
V.4 Books: Behavior & Training
V.5 Books: Gift

V.6 Books: Poetry

V.7 Books: Other

V1.1 Video, DVD, or TV Production

~

a
The Muse Medallion ™
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2014 CWA COMMUNICATION CONTEST SPECIAL AWARDS

NOTE: If you have questions about any of the Special Awards,
please contact Contest Chair Marci Kladnikmakauthor@verizon.net

AWARD #1: The AAFP CAT FRIENDLY AWARD , sponsored by the American Association of Feline Practitioners (AAFP
is presented to the entry that best educates cat owners about the benefits of going to a Cat Friendly Practice. Apgicspriate
include why it is beneficial to the cat and owner to visit a practice that is cat friendly, including, but not limitaf to, st
understanding of feline friendly handling, decreased stress associated with the visit, increase in the quality of cdi@rend me
provided, and communication to cat owners of the importance of routine veterinary care. Qualifying entries include newsp:
or magazine articles or columns, or a series of articles or columns (print or online), and radio or television broadcasts. Th
award consists of $500 and a commemorative framed certificate.

AWARD #2: The AdoptAShelter.com ADOPT A HOMELESS CAT AWARD, sponsored by AdoptAShelter.com, is
presented to the entry that best describes the plight of homeless or feral cats and/or the joy of cat adoption ana@r improvi
the quality of life of cats in a shelter environment. Entries will be judged for quality as well as the ability to pérstesatiet.
Qualifiedonline onlyentries include single articles, features, columns, series of articles, short stories, websites, blogs, vide«
photos, or any other accepted online venue. The award consists of a $500 Amazon.com gift card and inclusion in the
AdoptAShelter.com online library.

AWARD #3: The CEVA HUMAN -ANIMAL BOND AWARD , sponsored by CEVA, is presented to the entry that best reflects
and promotes the strengthening of the huaiaimal bond, highlighting the bond between a cat and owner, as well as their
relationship with their veterinarian as another direct caregiver. Entries will be judged for exceptional quality andibitythe a
to convey this concept and connect with the reader. Qualified entries include single articles (print or online), fdatanss, co
short stories, books, and poetry. This award consists of $1000 award and commemorative certificate.

AWARD #4: TheDR. JIM RICHARDS CORNELL FELINE HEALTH CENTER VETERINARY ISSUES AWARD,
sponsoredbZf or nel | Universityods Fel i ne -glualityentnhon thetopic ef technalogicalp r
advances, research, new medical developments, or innovations in feline veterinary medicine. Qualifying entries include sit
newspaper, magazine, or newsletter articles; columns or series of articles (print or online); blogs, a website, sinmie books,
radio/television broadcasts, designed to educate the geneoalayg public about new developments. This award consists

of $500.

AWARD #5: TheFANCY FEAST® LOVE STORY AWARD , sponsored by Purina, is presented to the entrant whose

work best captures the magic of the loving relationship between cats and their owners. Highest consideration goes to thos
works that are skillfully written/produced, and technically accurate. Qualified entries include single books, articles (print

or online), features, columns, short stories, poems, blogs, radio or television submissions. This award consists of $500 an
a commemorative award.

AWARD #6: The FRISKIES® WRITER OF THE YEAR AWARD, sponsored by Purina, is for the writer who has done

the most during the contest year to promote the welfare, health, and proper care of cats, which includes providing sensory
stimulation to keep cats healthy and happy. This award
the contest period. Single entries do not qualify; therefore, multiple books, newsletters, print articles, online @ltioles, ¢
stories, blogs, websites, and series in any pet oprbononsumer publication qualify. The award honors writing excellence
and the ability to communicate technical information in a clear and creative manner to better educate cat owners and help
improve the lives of cats. A maximum of 10 articles or items published within the contest period may be submitted. Choos
only your best work! This award consists of $500 and a cat figurine.

AWARD #7: TheHARTZ ® EVERY DAY CHEWABLE VITAMIN AWARD , sponsored by Hartz Mountain Corporation,

is given to the highesjuality entry on the topic of older cats. Topics can include, but are not limited to, adoption, health,
innovative care, and senior-senior programs. Qualifying entries include a single book, article (print or online), brochure,
newsletter, editorial, blog, photograph, or commercial radio/TV tape. This award consists of $500 and a commemorative p

(continued)
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2014 CWA COMMUNICATION CONTEST SPECIAL AWARDS

AWARD #8: TheHARTZ ® GLAMOUR -PUSS AWARD, sponsored by Hartz Mountain Corporation, honors the best
single entry on the topic of feline skin and coat care. Qualifying topics include, but are not limited to, coverage nflhome a
professional grooming, parasite control, nail care, teeth and ear care, and feline skin/coat disorders. Written anaopistorial
in all media are acceptable, including articles, books, blogs, websites, online magazine, online newsletters, and videotape
broadcasts. This award consists of $500 and a commemorative plaque.

AWARD #9: TheHARTZ ® MILK REPLACEMENT FOR KITTENS AWARD , sponsored by Hartz Mountain Corporation,
is awarded to the best single article (published in a newspaper, magazine, newsletter, or professional online venee), or sir
radio or television broadcast on the topic of reem@uing
kitten rescue, early spay and neuter, orphaned kittens, and kitten adoption. This award consists of $500 and a commemor
plague.

AWARD #10: TheAl N THE SPOTL I G,Kpoasordd\WAtieDacat Cattery, home of awanding, pedigreed
Japanese Bobtail Cats, is presented to the entry that best advances the protection, preservation, and promotion céditpedigre
and/or the pedigreed cat fancy. This includes breed rescue as well. Qualifying entries include all media. This award consis
of $500, a certificate, and a Maneki Neko.

AWARD #11: TheKARI WINTERS RESCUE AND REHABILITATION AWARD , sponsored by TICA, is awarded to

the best single article or column (published in a newspaper, magazine, newsletter, or professional online venue)do single
or television broadcast on the rescue and rehabilitation of cats or kittens from shelters or rescue groups for the purpose of
adoption to forever homes. Entries are judged on compelling personal acmithe education of readers on the need for
rescue. This commemorative award consists of a $500 and a plaque.

AWARD #12 (NEW!): TheLITTER -LIFTER ©® LITTER BOX AWARENESS AWARD is given to the entry showing

the i mportance of | itter box awareness in regar dsnlineo a
and print columns and articles, videos, radio broadcasts, and podcasts. Special consideration will be given to agticdes aidir
owners in caring for their cat's |itter box, and artic

commemorative item.

AWARD #13: ThePRO PLAN® PEDIGREED CATS AWARD, sponsored by Purina, is presented to the writer or creator of
the best entry of the year that focuses on cat breeds, pedigreed cats, and professional breeder issues includingetwb not lir
health, care, nutrition, and showing cats. Qualifying entries include entire publications, such as breed or breed dtais newsle
magazines, articles, stories, blogs, photographs, or illustrations in any professional venue, featuring purebred watsd. This a
consists of $500 and a commemorative bowl.

AWARD #14: ThePURINA® CAT CHOW ® NUTRITION AWARD, sponsored by Purina, is presented to the best column o
article (print or professionally published online), blog, or book entry on the subject of feline nutrition. Highest cimisigees

to those works that are both skillfully written and technically accurate. The recipient cannot be an employee of od agiociate
a pet food company at the time that the entry is judged. This award consists of $500 and a commemorative pewter bowl.

AWARD #15: The PURINA® ONE® HEALTH AWARD, sponsored by Purina, is presented to the outstanding single article
(print or professionally published online) or blog reporting on feline health issues. Articles are judged on excelldatiog of wr
and technical accuracy; significance of the topic and public education impact on feline health are also consideredd This aw
consists of $500 and a commemorative pewter bowl.

AWARD #16: ThePURINA® KITTEN CHOW ® KITTEN AWARD, sponsored by Purina, is presented to the author of

the outstanding entry on caring for kittens. Qualified entries include single books, articles, labeled series, colustosgshort
blogs, and websites. Entries will be judged on writing excellence and content accuracy. This award consists of $500 and &
commemorative pewter bowl.

(continued)
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2014 CWA COMMUNICATION CONTEST SPECIAL AWARDS

AWARD #17: TheSTICKY PAWS® TRAINING AWARD , sponsored by Pioneer Pets/Sticky Pauspresented for the best
article or tape entry on traithinhgf dewch.ni Juerso p rEind tr agleesn
articles (print or professionally published online), columns, blogs, websites, online newsletters, and television/radi® broad
tapes on topics such as (but not limited to) litter box training, proper scratching behavior, trick training, or tramingfaat

off countertops, tables, or other forbidden places. This award consists of $1000 and a commemorative certificate.

AWARD #18: TheTIDY CATS ® FELINE BEHAVIOR AWARD, sponsored by Purina, is presented for the best entry on
the subject of feline behavior. Highest consideration goes to those works that are both skillfully written and teclhmichy ac
Qualified entries include single books, articles, features, columns, blogs, websites, online magazines, or online rmedsletter:
should educate readers while promoting a positive approach to understanding and dealing with feline behavior. This awar:
consists of $500 and a commemorative pewter bowl.

AWARD #19: TheWORL D6 S BEST CARYAWARDIERonsored by Wo? ispréssentedfers t
the outstanding novel, short story, poem, or radio/television dramatic script which portrays cats and cat ownershifyé a pos
way. All fiction genres are eligible. Highest consideration goes to those entries that include cats as an intringie phot. of t
Wor ks will be judged for the exceptional, individbal q
published in print or electronic media; any scripts or videos must also provide proof of production. This award coB8i8ts of {
and a commemorative pewter bowl.

AWARD #20: The SHOJAI MENTOR AWARD , sponsored by CWA Founder and Past President Amy D. Shojai, recognize:
the CWA member who has offered guidance, encouraging counsel, support, or other help that has had a direct and positiv
influence on anotheré6s writing/publishing success. stQua
three contest periods (approximately the last three years). The recipient shall exemplify the highest ideals of therCWA visic
that is, to promote communal support, networking, and mutual respect between colleagues. Only CWA members are eligik
for this award. This award consists of $500 and a commemorative item.

AWARD #21: The MICHAEL BRIM DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD , sponsored by CWA, honors extraordinary
achievement and communications excellence. It recognizes the person who, by word, deed, public communication, and
professional excellence, best promotes the ideals, mission, and best interest of the Cat Writers Association. Nominees ca
include, but are not limited to, writers, editors, or publicists whose published work or actions have had a significaon impac
improving the quality of life of cats, educating the public, promoting responsible cat breeding and ownership, anatorgacilit
the professional growth of cat writers. The honoree shall receive $500 and his or her name engraved on a permanent
commemor ative plaque (at the offices of the Cat Fanci e

AWARD #22: The KUYKENDALL IMAGEAWARD i s sponsored by CWA, and is pre
entry featuring cats whether photography, illustration, or graphic art. This may be a single piece or series entry, inoliding,
not limited to, photos/artwork published in a magazine, newspaper, newsletter, book, pamphlet, calendar, poster, dreeting
or commercial online publication. This award consists of $250 and a commemorative item.

AWARD #23: TheCWA PRESI| DENTO0sSp AMa&Ded by the Cat Fancierso As
among all Muse Medallidfwi nners in the regular contest categories.
submitted of entries. Muse MedalliBhwinners shall be automatically entered and considered for the honor. This award
consists of $250 and a commemorative item.

Good luck to everyone!
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2014 Cat Writersod Association Cor

Regular Categories Entry Form
THERE IS A SEPARATE FORM FOR SPECIAL AWARD ENTRIES.
DO NOT USE THIS FORM FOR SPECIAL AWARD ENTRIES.

PLEASE READ THE COMPLETE RULES on our websitenatw.catwriters.conor in the current
CWA newsletter posted online.
Entries must be postmarked no later than July 1, 2014.
NO LATE ENTRIES ACCEPTED. NO EXCEPTIONS.
The contest entry feds $15 per entry. A volunteer discount is available to CWA members only. CWA
Professional members who volunteer to judge in the contest and CWA Associate members who volunteer
to assist the Contest Committee may pay $8.50 per entry.
Pl ease make your check payable to Cat Writersd A
also pay using PayPal fattp://catwriters.com/wp_meow/?page_id=1581
Submit THREE copies of each entry, along with ONE copy of this entry form per entry and your check (or
payment receipt) to Contest Chair Marci Kladnik, PO Box 592, Los Alamos, CA 93440.

___lam an associate member and volunteer to assist the 2014 Contest Committee.
___lam a professional member and volunteer to judge in the 2014 CWA Communication Contest.

NAME OF AUTHOR OR ARTIST

CWA MEMBER IDENTIFICATION #

ADDRESS
TELEPHONE (day) (evening) EMAIL

Name, Address, Phone of Submitter (if different from Author/Artist)

CATEGORY NAME AND NUMBER (Example: 1.3 Magazine Articlel Behavior and Training)

TITLE OF ENTRY

NAME OF PUBLICATION OR PUBLISHER Issue/Publication Date(s)

| certify that this entry was first published or broadcast between June 16, 2013, and
June 15, 2014, and that it meets all the requirements as stated in the Rules.

Entrant or Submitterds Signature

ENTRY CHECKLIST
__ Each entry is submitted in triplicate wisheentry form per entry.
_ My fee is enclosed, payable to the Cat Writersédé As

__ My fee was paid via PayPal and the receipt is enclosed.
__ A selfaddressed, postageaid postcard is included for acknowledgment of receipt of entry (optional).
___ Questions? Email Regular Categories Chair Marci Kladnikkauthor@verizon.net

MAIL ENTRIES TO
Contest Chair Marci Kladnik, PO Box 592, Los Alamos, CA 93440.

This entry form is available online atwww.catwriters.comin interactive PDF format.
Please use the online form if possible.
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2014 Cat Writerso6 Association Comm

Special Award Entry Form
THERE IS A SEPARATE FORM FOR REGULAR CATEGORY ENTRIES.
DO NOT USE THIS FORM FOR REGULAR CATEGORY ENTRIES.

PLEASE READ THE COMPLETE RULES on our websitenatw.catwriters.conor in the current
CWA newsletter posted online.

Entries must be postmarked no later than July 1, 2014.
NO LATE ENTRIES ACCEPTED. NO EXCEPTIONS.
The fee is $5 per Special Award entryin addition to the fee that accompanies Regular Category
entries). Pl ease make your check payable to Cat
funds. You may also pay using PayPahtp://catwriters.com/wp _meow/?page_id=1581
ALL ENTRIES FOR SPECIAL AWARDS MUST ALSO BE ENTERED IN A REGULAR
CATEGORY (with the exception of FRISKIESVRITER OF THE YEAR AWARD).

Submit ONE copy of each Special Award entry, along with ONE copy of this entry form and your
check(or paymenteceipt), to Contest Chair Marci Kladnik, PO Box 592, Los Alamos, CA 93440.

NAME OF AUTHOR OR ARTIST

CWA MEMBER IDENTIFICATION #

ADDRESS
TELEPHONE (day) (evening) EMAIL

Name, Address, Phone of Submitter (if different from Author/Artist)

REGULAR CATEGORY NAME AND NUMBER in which entry is entered (Example:il.3
Magazine Article’ Behavior and Training)

SPECIAL AWARD for which entry is entered

TITLE OF ENTRY

NAME OF PUBLICATION OR PUBLISHER Issue/Publication Date(s)

| certify that this entry was first published or broadcast between June 16, 2013, and
June 15, 2014, and that it meets all the requirements as stated in the Rules.

Entrant or Submitterds Signatur e

ENTRY CHECKLIST

___All entries have also been entered in a Regular Category (with the exception of Eriskies of the Year

Award).

___For each entry, one copy is submitted along with one copy of this entry form, for each award.

_ My fee is enclosed, payable to the Cat Writersé Ass

__A selfaddressed, postagmid postcard is included for acknowledgment of receipt of entry (optional).
___Questions? Email the Contest Chaim&aiuthor@verizon.net

MAIL ENTRIES TO
Contest Chair Marci Kladnik, PO Box 592, Los Alamos, CA 93440.

This entry form is available online atwww.catwriters.comin interactive PDF format.
Please use the online form if possible.
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2014 Cat Writersod Association Cot
Shojai Mentor Award Nomination Form

TheSHOJAl MENTOR AWARD, sponsored by CWAOs past pre
recognizes the CWA member who has offered guidance, encouraging counsel, support, or
ot her help that has had a direct and positive
Qualifying mentor experiences are limited to those occurring within the past three contest periods
(approximately the last three years). The recipient shall exemplify the highest ideals of the CWA
vision, that is, to promote communal support, networking, and mutual respect between colleagues.
Only CWA members are eligible for the award. The honoree shall receive $500 and a
commemorative award.

Nominations of any CWA member may be submitted by any individual (member or

nonmemb e $upmitted hrau it be the direct beneficiary i
nominations of one individual by several different people are allowed. (Impact of individual

ment or experiences weighs most heavily and a |
discouraged. It shall not influence the judging one way or anotherij The mi coetrébotion

must go beyond that individual 6s riencptharr ed dut |
words he or she cannot be fipaidd to act as a |
publishing of a Submitterdés work does not qual
agentdés sale. To qualify, the mentoring must |

business relationship one would expect the agent, book doctor, editor, or other professional

to extend to any of his/her other clients). You may not nominate yourself. Nominations shall be
reviewed and a recipient selected by the contest committee. There is no entry fee required to
nominate someone for this award.

(Please type or print legibly.)
NAME OF NOMINEE

ADDRESS

TELEPHONE (day) (evening) EMAIL
NAME OF SUBMITTER

ADDRESS

TELEPHONE (day) (evening) EMAIL

Please provide a brief summary of your mentor experience, including direct, positive professional
results of the relationship. (Please keep the summary to one-spagled page.)

ENTRIES MUST BE POSTMARKED NO LATER THAN JULY 1, 2014.
Send this completed form and all attachments in triplicate to
Contest Chair Marci Kladnik

PO Box 592
Los Alamos, CA 93440

Email questions tomkauthor@verizon.net

This entry form is available online atwww.catwriters.comin interactive PDF format.
Please use the online form if possible.
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2014 Cat Writersd Association Comm
Mi chael Brim Distinguished Service Award Nomination Form

TheMICHAEL BRIM DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD , sponsored by
CWA, honors extraordinary achievement and communications excellence. It recognizes the
person who, by word, deed, public communication, and professional excellence best promotes
the ideals, mission, and best interest of th
(but are not limited to) writers, editors, or publicists whose published work or actions have
had a significant impact on improving the quality of life of cats, educating the public,
promoting responsible cat breeding and ownership, and/or facilitating the professional growth
of cat writers. The honoree shall receive $500 and his or her name engraved on a permanent
commemorative plaque (at the offices of the
CWA members and nemembers are eligible for this award. Nominations must be
made by a CWA member in good standing. You cannot nominate yourself. The submitter must
explain his or her reasons for nominating the person, i.e., explain how the nominee has
published and/or performed in some extraordinary fashion to benefit cats or cat writers.
This should include a detailed description of what the nominee has done, wheth¢inzeone
accomplishment or a listing of publications and activities over time, for example. Referral to
specific publications, articles, websites etc., is not required, but can help the judges in making
their decision.
Michael Brim was instrumental in his lifetime by promoting many things that
benefited cat$ increasing the awareness, education, and responsibility of owners and
improving the lives of cats overall (as advertising directaCats Magazing publicizing
the value of purebred cats, responsible bree
Associationés first public relations and mar
il lustratorsod pr-fodwersdiimng atthegr ©avtt hWr(ii thercod A'S ¢
to honor others whose writing and deeds shar

(Please type or print legibly.)
NAME OF NOMINEE

ADDRESS

TELEPHONE (day) (evening) EMAIL
NAME OF SUBMITTER

ADDRESS

TELEPHONE (day) (evening) EMAIL

Pl ease provide a brief summary of your
(Please keep the summary to one sisglaced page.)

ENTRIES MUST BE POSTMARKED NO LATER THAN JULY 1, 2014.
Send this completed form and all attachments in triplicate to

Contest Chair Marci Kladnik
PO Box 592
Los Alamos, CA 93440

Email questions tomkauthor@verizon.net

This entry form is available online atwww.catwriters.comin interactive PDF format.
Please use the online form if possible.
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CWA NEWS

CWA President Wins Winn Feline Foundation Communications Aw

Lorie Huston, veterinarian, certified veterinary journalist, and president of CWA, was awarded the Winn Feline Fo
Media Appreciation Award. The award was presented to Dr. Huston for her tireless advocacy, supporting the heg

BlogPaws conference in Las Vegas by Steve Dale, a member of the board of the Winn Feline Foundation and thé

recipient of the award. fAThe Winn Feline Foundat:i
support and promote awareness of feline health,o
information to the general public regarding cat health and welfare, and supporting additional ieasavetmeed to lear
so much more. o6 Past recipients of the Wi nn Fel.i
Pam JohnsoeBennett, Amy Shojai, Kim Thornton, Kari Winters, and Darlene Arden.
Congratulations, Lorie!

CWA Welcomes Our BarkWorld Partner & Our Sister Organizations
Dog Writers Association of America & Women in the Pet Industry Network

CWA has maintained a special relationship with the Dog Writers Association of America (DWAA) for some ftir] p
now. Because of our similar interests, CWA and DWAA typically cpyssnote each other on a regular basis. That
relationship will continue, and we are officially recognizing DWAA as one of our sister organizations. CWA encpy pges
al | DWAA members to attend our Bar kWorl d/ MeowWorl|d| P
welcomes DWAA members to attend our annual awards banquet (held during the conference) as well.

Needless to say, BarkWorld is another organization we will be-prassoting as our joint conference approacheg
For those of you who do not already know, CWA has partnered with BarkWorld to present BarkWorld/MeowWorl
Presented by CWA. If you have not already registered for the conference, this is the time to do so. We hope to|s{ p a
recordsetting number of CWA members at the conference this year. We believe the joint conference experienge| pairi
BarkWorld and the CWA annual conference) will offer more chances to learn, network, and have fun than evenb| [ore.

We would also like to welcome our newest sister organization, Women in the Pet Industry Network (WIPIN).
WIPIN, as the name implies, is a network for professional women involved in any part of the pet industry. Memjpd
invest to profit from and with each other. As a p|r[pf
meshes well with that of WIPIN. WIPIN offers a number of benefits to its members, including monthly growth call
an annual conference and awards show, and a private Facebook page perfect for networking with fellow memipe

CWA is pleased to be able to partner with all of these organizations (DWAA, BarkWorld, and WIPIN). We Hoj
to have a long and mutually beneficial relationship with all three. T CWA President Lorie Huston, DVM, CV.J

PABAGAGAD A A A A AGAGABAGADAGAGADAGAGASAGAGABABADABADAD A A A AGARARARADADAG AR A s

U7

i CWA MEMBERSPOTLIGHTONTEST i
PAg Our fAMember Spotlight Contesto began a few mont hsr a

v month and is featured on our blog. Chosen members are notified via email and asked to submit the information they wc

4 like to appear in their feature. We hope that you all enjoy the opportunity to meet and find out a bit more about some of

4 your fellow CWA members. e

S So far, webve chosen two member s. Betty Sl eep was_ o

http://catwriters.com/wp_meow/?p=16250ongratulations, Betty.

* Christine Michaels was our second winner. Christine is featuredhtgyg/catwriters.com/wp_meow/?p=1677 >
Betty and Christine were both wonderful examples to kick off our Member Spotlight series. A new Member Sd&tlighw

¢ is coming soon. You have to wait to find out who the lucky winner is though. Has curiosity gotten the better of you'yet?

Yo pAe

PAGAGAG AN AN A A AR AGEA AN A AN AR A A GO A R AIA M AN AR A S A h AR A S A b AR A b AN AR A S A AR A S A AR A S A A A g i g
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CWA NEWS

(continued)

Nominations Are Open for CWA Leadership Posts
By BJ Bangs, CWA Nominating Committee Chair

Hurry! You have only wuntil June 30 to contact the CW
organization by running for offic&Ve have several important leadership positions to fill effective November 2013.

We are currently seeking qualified candidates for the following offices:

(1) VICE PRESIDENT
(2) TREASURER
(3) FOUR COUNCIL SEATS(TWO-YEAR TERM)

Any Professional member (not Associate) may serve in these elected offices. If any Professional member wants to
volunteer for consideration or wants more information such as job descriptions, please contact the Nominating Committee
Char, BJ Bangs, abjbangs@yahoo.comwmr call (717) 3979531. You can also contact committee members Linda Hardie
(Ikhardie@sbcglobal.npandBarbara Florio GrahanBEG@SimonTeakettle.comCheck out our nominations and elections
guidelines ahttp://catwriters.com/wp_meow/?page_id=1123

Anyone interested in holding office or in nominating another professional CWA member for office must notify us AS S
AS POSSIBLE and absolutely no later than June 30. The Nominating Committee will interview all candidates and select a
official slate, which will be announced to the membership immediately via our web site, ProList, and email membership lisi
The slate will also be published in the RAEOW. The election will be held at the CWA Membership Meeting at our conferenc
in November.

The Nominating Committee wil/ interview everyone who
members and others with organizational leadership experience will consider serving as top officers now, when CWA need
the most.

CWA is a wonderful international organization. A variety of voices, perspectives, and backgrounds will help us be ever
better. And youoll find that serving in office will al

We cannot move forward without new leadership, so contact us!

Oct. 30 - Nov. 1
CWAOS 2014 CONFERENCE

MEOWWORLD
in conjunction with
BARKWORLD

Atlanta, Georgia

MAKE PLANS NOW!

Quarterly Quote

ONo amount of time can erase t
and no amount of masking tape can ever totally remove
his fur fr om yioleoBuscagliac h. 6
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No Free Lunch

By Barbara Florio Graham

Notorious TV huckster Kevin Trudeau has been sente
to 10 years in prison for criminal contempt for violating a
2004 federal court order prohibiting him from making
misleading infomercials and misrepresenting his bdobie,
Wei ght Loss Cure They Dong
Since 2004, he aired the infomercial more than 32,000 tim
and sold 850,000 copies of the book.

You may not have been caught by this scam, but chan

have either been pirated or have been deliberately circulated
widely in order to Ascoopbo

3. Posting your location to Facebook at any time is
dangerous.By letting everyone who sees your posts know
that youdbre away, youobre |
home is unoccupied. Photos from your destination just
nedaforce this, and give scammers the opportunity to send
the Al dm in trouble in a fol
emails to your entire address book.

The time to tell your Face
is aft¥vgou tetur. @wt betcarefuKabautwot Addingunforma-
¢si on about where and when vy

4. Spammers and scammers are becoming much more
cephisticatedThey can now use fdAphi

e

d$eihd miessayek shat appeartd be #om yaurceanail sddress.n
Often the subject line looks

are youdre succumbing to a
ways that thieves could be stealing
from you.

b4

A few questions to begin: b/[

1. Is your primary email with we
Gmail, Yahoo, or another free ISP

2. Do you send cartoons, .
anecdotes, or greetings with embe
ded graphics that you receive from
someone else to friends and relativ

3. Do you tell your Facebook
friends when you
or post photos from your travels on
social media?

4. Do you automatically click
on any URL sent to you by a friend
or relative? ;

5. Do you rush to take advantag
of any free offer you hear about on
TV, online, or in print?

i nnocuous: AThi
or ATake a | ook
identifying these is that the body of
the message contains nothing but a
URL. Nobody is going to send you

a link without explaining why. So
never click on these! If you have

any doubts, email the sender
separately (donot
if he/she sent you a link. Chances are,
this is either an ad for some product
or a link to a malicious virus or

Trojan horse.

5. Before you send anyone your
hard-earned money, wait until the
item is available in storesl 6 ve b
delighted recently to see so many TV
news shows include a segment about

S \

a

This isndét abo flas seen on TVO (g
Snowdenbs revel a £ /NERNEY bl or have a consumer
spying on peopl g BarbaraFlorio Graham has won awards fofreporter who tells us if
how vulnerable all of us are to fiction, nonfiction, humor, and poetry, and hasome of these advertise
ongoing scams. written for magazines and newspapers acrgggoducts really work.
Here are a few rules to conside| North America. The author of three booksse |[Di scount s, free s
1. Register your own domain | Fast Steps to Better Writingive Fast Stepstpt wo f or the price

name, and link your email account
to that. This keeps you from being
vul nerabl e to th
share your email address, along wi

she served as Manag

http://SimonTeakettle

Low-Cost Publicity andMewsings/Musings

Tales from a Private LisHer website,

just ways to get you to buy on
impulse. If the price is inflated

® begin with, these offers are no
sbargain.

ing Editor f@rose to Go

.camontains lots of free

your preferences, shopping habits,
and anything else you do online.

information about publishing (and cats!).

Now, back to the diet book and
Kevin Trudeauds i

Another reason to link your email to your website is th
this is a permanent email address, which will never chang
you decide to change providers, or if your ISP is bought o
by another. l 6m al ways di s
sional writers are using Gmail or Yahoo email addresses.

2. Every time you forward a bulk message from
someone else, especially if it contains a cartoon or
embedded graphic, photo, video, or URL, you are exposir
your email address to potential spammersThese are not
nfreeo for anyone to use.

Meow

ait sad that so many prominent people who are familiar to us,
anbst of them actors and actresses, but also others who have
LEven more impressive credentials, are shilling for some
pnadycteodservice. see how many profe
Do | need to remind you that there is no miracle diet?
No magic facelift without surgery, no special machine that
can reshape your body without exercise, no miracle cure for
dpack pain or any other common ailment?
Sorry, but the pundits were right: There is no free lurch.
Someone created these, and
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many of my followers. That was the turning point in my career,

EXpand YOLII’ VII’tU al PaWprlnt as well as a major turning point in my life; | befriended the most
8 58GA Yy hQ. N}yl3ly fascinating people!

The other two sites | chose to frequent were Twitter and a

Today, itds not enoud & adthor |digcissioa forano of myeowr that | ddvedopekl as an adjunct to
must also cultivate an audience for those books. | have been | my website.
published by major mainstream houses as well agpséblished, | also began to collect email addresses for a permigsiead

and whichever path you choose, you need to find your audiencmailing list (Do not just add every email you come across to your
Colleagues of mine in the mainstream publishing industry telvn lists as the fines for sending spam are enormous.) Then |
me the average milist author is lucky to sell 1,000 copies of a | created an entertaining eNewsletter and sent it out once a month.
title & even with the influence of a major house. Statistics showly company of choice for newsletters was Constant Contact,
that sales figures for sghfublished authors are almost identical.| although now there are many more to choose from.
Approximately a million books are E ) Regular blogging is another way
published every year. How does one i of building your audiencéyut blogging
stand out in this enormous crowd? \ #al one woné6t accompl
Interestingly, today when approac|¥ people read your posts. As with a
ing a major publisher one must not on website, you must drive people to your
have a stellar manuscript, but also a | blog. Most successful authors who blog
large virtual audience and detailed % attach the blogs to their websites, rather
marketing plan already established. S J than just have staralone blogs. It is
whichever direction you travel, having more impressive and professional.
an impressive virtual pawprint is a mu b One giant mistake | made along the
How does one develop that i . f«’ way was spending too much time
audience? &2 marketing and not enough time writing
There are so many approaches = My virtual marketing coach eventually
to virtual marketing that it is easy to . admonished me to spend 20 percent
become bogged down by too many : s
promotional avenues and end up chasiogpyright © 2014 Devin O Branagan Al R|ghts Reser waiting. One very successful writer
onebdbs tail. This is my advice: whom | greatly admire suggested a
KEEP IT SIMPLE. formula for success: prolific = lucrative; and it does seem that
Have an impressive website, and not merely a simple blog.those writers who publish a lot of books are more successful than
After that, most virtual marketing should be geared to driving | those who publish a few and spend all their time promoting them.
people to that website. After several years of following this advice, | have a virtual
Target your audience and develop relationshipss is fairly | pawprint of approximately 50,000 people. My marketing strategies
easy with Facebook, Twitter, Goodreads, Library Thing, Kindle and website have been featured in books and articles about virtua
Boards, and a myriad of online websites and discussionforumd o ok pr omoti on. One reviewer
With the multitude of social networking sites online, pick [Di sneyl andd because | have so
perhaps three to focusamit her wi se it i s e|sie:widebsptwabgs, aldiscassion folum,rantltitude of book
use the sites to advertise your work, but use them to cultivate|le x cer pt s, a Afree fictionod se
relationships with readers. to enjoy, pages where | feature photographs and bios of my
For the first year of my own promotional efforts, | posted offen ct i onal characters, details
on Facebook and managed to amass approximately one thousanalved with, my own gift shop where | sell items that relate to
Afriendso whom | felt dvmeopled | theisubgct mmajter in mponkwels, contéses,lirksfar puncigasing my
of common interests. All my posts were about my books and mbagks, and widgets for people to sign up for my eNewsletters.
were most creative. | posted book teaser videos, fun photos andhave enormous plans for expansion of the site which are too
bios of fictional characters, fivetar reviews, links to interviews | complex to go into here, but the point is that | make sure my
with me, links to my blog posts, whimsical and witty excerpts | website is a fun place to visit.
from my novels, and, of course, links to my fabulous website. Al | the marketing | d6ve done
No one ever responded, c¢ o mmeshdesrihgbudget. | it mynowrhwelsitetutilizing disiaridlk e o
| was beginning to think not one soul was seeing my posts. (Ejttenplates. My blog, gift shop, and forum were created the same
that or | wasnét nearly as wag. Mehiggeat €xpdnse thas been fa&r dRLewhglel fofwarfled
Then one day | posted a funny incident that had just occurramcertain pages on my website to enhance visibility. One does
about a spider jumping from my sun visor into my face while | | not need to be tech savvy to accomplish any of this.
was driving. Oh my goodness! The response was simply We authors should be about entertaining our audiences,
overwhel ming! Al of a s udd enotjustvig ourFbaokse Hutondhkevefythingiwe doardine. Thea w
as a human being. That was the major turning point for me. | begampetition is fierce and we must find ways to stand out, get
reading their posts (fancy that!) and responding to them. I startpde o pl edés attention, and make
asking my Facebook friends for advice on characternamesanddioe y 61 | t ake a chance on buyi
developments. | held contests to help me find titles for mybooks. Thi s articl e woul dndt be cor
In other words, we began to interact. Facebook was nolongerfDe vi n 6 s Diww.DexvigWritesicom See you thereh
simply a way to promote my work. | actually became friends
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Why Offer An Online Newsroom?

By Mary Shafer

As a professional writer
guantity in the media, you need every inch of coverage yol
possi bly generate. Whether
like to syndicate your columns, or build a platform as a bog
author, or simply garner some highying commercial copy-
writing gigs, you need to
about waiting for news to happen: You have to MAKE new|

Just DO it!

First of al |, get a webs
yourself, hire a truly talented teen (many would do it for fre
just for the kick of it; others would be thrilled to make mone
doing something they really enjoy), or find a college intern
who needs some work for her or his portfolio, or tap a col-
league with coding skills. Bytoucreate the content (at least

the copy). Havendét written
excellent resourcesto guideybpp ust Googl e
for the webo and youdl!l be

But What Goes In My Online Newsroom?
Your online newsroom is where the metieditors,
reporters, program directors, and photo editangll come to

find out more about you an
t hem, because they wonot c
need the first time they <c

a valuable resource. Remember this one guiding premise
it comes to constructing your online newsroom: Tailor
everything you do on the pattern of making the job of repo
and editors easier. They will love you for it and count on yd
again for future stories.

Youdl !l find some excell e
online newsrooms dittp://www.tekgroup.com/researchyou
candownload free survey resulii® very impressive graphic
chart form) on

& The Top 20 Elements to include in your online
newsroom

0 The Top 10 Reasons to have an online newsroom

0 The Top 5 Functions of a successful online newsr(

Think about stuff youdre
if you were to connect it
a highpowered, megaelebrity author to qualify. Every time
you do something even remo
with a bit of imagination, these activities and experiences ¢
be turned into news releases. Better yet, think ahead and
a mind toward tailoring things you might do anyway to dov
with your book promotion. Turn otherwise mundane chbm
activities into newsworthy events that plug your book.

Consider everything you do a potential newsmaker, an
carry your digital camera with you. Take photos in high res
tion (so they can be used in print and not just on the Web)
them captions, and post them in your online newsroom.

whods ti kKenggheteao bbeomeéevarl
Imeople are suffering, and | work my butt off with our EMA t
hel psthemaase machsamsmel pcian
lof issuing news releases that tie my book in to the events,
posting them in my online newsroom. It wokksmy book
gates go uph lkow doedlitihappes? Reforters artd editans.s
ssearching for experts to call about the flooding, and my sité
optimized with relevant keywords for this kind of searching
Potential readers also do the same thing, because the floo
i tneC. T €A SgeoSo dP €afnPel .€ OISf  ayWoaul echaky
gvhat | ove already written
ypuying my book.

Recognizing the Opportunities

Sometimes the silver lining in a bad situation is actually
fof YODUT t e jWedt blred wa et?o0 Theea ei
fiwhaw taom wmiltiemne newsroom do
samarberat Whadas aeadbmes ppbu

to et them know when
like a blog, but more about news than opinion.

ltds not a n ayowhaelodevelopat
gensg for ityike a PR pgraop wollb pe n 6t 08 ¥ &
and ehallengiogk And iGlefinitely work® m what t
ome | ooking for it and vyo
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CWA member Mary Shafer

leverages her quarter

. Mdergunytin marketing &nd/ S V

D @+-years M the ek pubt

lishing field to guide writers,
alittfors, Yarttl thélie pRfisPidss
around the obstacles to
greater success in their
careers. Learn more at
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indienavigator on Twitter
and Facebook, and at
LinkedIn.com/in/
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Viewpoints: ertmg Animal POV & Furry Fiction

; different from that of people.
! bLa![€é t h+ beon

Find out about the visual acuityare your animals
Pet Peeves from a BehaV|0r Expert nearsighted or farsighted, do they see the same color spectrur
or have better/worse acuity at night?
Y Smell, sense, and hearing acuity are much more important
By Amy Sh01a|, CABC to cats and dogs than they are to people. The same is true for
Both new writers and experienced authors find the ideg most animals. Again, find out what range of hearing your critte
of animal viewpoint appealing, but the technique is much mbas, and be sure to use that in your animal point of view. An
difficult than you might think. Today nearly every genre, frgr@nimal character can have what seems nearly fqveers
YA and romance to horror and mystery/thriller, will INCLUDEY fsmel | i ngo fear, for exan
an animal character, often with his/her own chapters and sf6Ranges in others. My dog viewpoint character can hear
line. the other side of phone conversatioitse doesn ot

a

There are times | cringe when reading some books, thqugielerstand it, but he hears and the reader gets to eavesdrop.
f an

&se this in yourwipwpeng to grepieffegt! s, bu't
Dond6ét forget touch.

Personally, Il 6m not a it

done very well, particularly in urban fantasy. Aft

all, human shape shifters simply take on the
appearance and characteristics of a particular
animal, and therefore retain much of the humani®s
traits. Before anything else, decide if your chara
wi || be a Atal king pe
more animakentric, and be consistent.

If you want the animal character to be as reg
possible, you need to know the animal. Avoid th'

Apet peevesodoO soO you
Body Conformation

Be familiar with thd
creaturebs size we i

sl fmd Found

the fur is seated deep in the skin next to
touchreceptors, so even air currents and change
P W(\ of barometric pressure can be detected.
#Emotienaldife®f Afimalsic t ual |y

Z We know today that our animal companions
i appear to experience what looks like very similar
emotions that humans feel. Fear, grief, joy,

with your animal 6s | an
writers webre told tha
and we gtrivexte igckide character arcs in all

hhoseawkerpeppheratbe, p

runs down prey or ambushes ankles, is a vegetarian
or carnivore? Animal bodies evolve to best suit survival, sg
understanding whatés on th
material for characterization.

How They Communicate
We very easily fall into the habit of giving voicditerally
T to animals. But it can be much more challenging, rich, an

unique to put yourself int
a speciesppropriate way.

Think beyond vocalizatio
most ani mal |l anguage. Cat s

with body language of tail semaphore, ear position, body jy
position (facing forward or sideways or leaning back, play §
tummyup, mets i gnal s, etc.). The

position of whiskers and elevation of the fur, as well as sce
signals. Cats rub against and scratch objects as well as us
and poop to communicate wi

whines, hisses, screams, and the like. Whatever creature [
lates your stories, be sure to include its naturally rich langu

Sensory Ability

Many of usi myself included tend to rely in our writing
on sight. Animals also have great vision, but remember to {
into account the I|literal v
eight inches tall wondt se

forget the animals.

In my first thriller, one of the catch phrase descriptions is,
dAddegedf imgdsiidhent b esdipdogppyp
character, a trained service dog, has been taught to follow the
rules but comes to the point where he must go against his
humands wishes to save her
himi thathe canstillbeagoalog even i f he
dhe rules. He has to develop leartBsbbedience, vital to
&very suecespful senyigeigds and communi ca

Make every effort to do justice to these furry characters,
nOsi .V eT htahtesmy & uSsttO ray tGiondyl ,p odretfii
afﬁj Allgw them éi0§tfuggfelésﬁ as the hwmap characterg ig p
fhe novel struggle, fail, and ultimately succeed. When wntmg
paimal viewpoint characters, make them as real as your huma
\c hay @rf tied Se ANG W i99uify rehgership what | ¢
nwill follow you anywherem

e pee (Criginally posted on tha\riters and Authors Blogy
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Amy Shojaiis a certified animal behavior consultant and the award
winning author of 26 bestselling pet books that cover furry babigs to
old fogies, first aid to natural healing, and behavior/training to
Chicken Soupicity. She is the puppies expgouapies.About.com
and the cat behavior expert eats.About.comand has been feature
as an expert in hundreds of print venues includihg New York
Ti mes, R e a, dnelFaibily Cildle ap evalltas national radig
and television networks such as CNN and Animal Planet. [ C
She is also the author of the critically acclaimed dog viewpoirjt rr
thriller LOST & FOUNDand the sequeHIDE AND SEEK

stands over five feet. Also, cat and dog field of vision is ver
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http://puppies.about.com/
http://cats.about.com/
http://www.shojai.com/Lost-Found
http://www.amazon.com/Amy-D.-Shojai/e/B000APBYV4
http://writersandauthors.blogspot.com/2014/06/animal-pov-pet-peeves-from-behavior.html

Writing Furry Speculative Fiction
By Mary E. Lowd

there. Similarly, the type of anthropomorphic animal
determines a great deal aboutafséi uni ver seds
cul ture. So, itdos worth know
The oldest trope is parallel evolution. See, those
goldenfurred, feline bipeds who live in family groups with

My favorite books as a kid were all about talking animaj&ne male figurehead where the females do all the work... Thos

As | got older, it got harder to find those sorts of books. Su
therebébs the occasional Hikee
aliens, or the offbeat literary novel from the point of view of
animal, but, mostly, talking animals are seen as kid stuff in
culture. So, when | set out to write a serious, hard science
fiction novel featuring talking otters as the main characters

ra,r enot l i ons. Theyodre aliens
dappenef] to svolve eorbe reallyfsimitat to lions (84yd Pride a
ahChanuby C.J. Cherryh). This |
aise and widely accepted.

Anot her answer to the ques
talk?6 is that they were gen

Well, | was breaking new ground as far as | knew, and | hajdStartide Risingby David Brin). This is my personal favorite.

make up the rules as | went along.

Of cour se it rai ses i ts own

Since then, | 6ve | ear ned |dedmgairig sadiers, slavéssor sanply aorapardions? Are they m
genre of fiction | was cr a|wéatedjas eqaas?lf so, diethey ldage taefightvfbr theireights™
of readers, writer s$—and—publtisherldowlwhgaidtha take? Different answers
put a lot of thought into how that genre to these questions lead to wildly different
works. | was ecstatic when | discovered the universes. If we were designing soldiers,
furry genre. Finally, I wasnoét al gthemthe talking animalgare probably
about otters with spaceships. larger, predatory species (e lgarests of the

There are a couple of different kinds of Nightby S. Andrew Swann). If we were de-
furry fiction. Perhaps the most mainstream signing obedient slaves, they might be dogs
is 6the secret |ife of animal s. 6 Tdradoele spdciesrlike unies (ehi p 6
are usually set in our normal world, and Boyby Phil Geusz).
talking animals coexist with humans who A final possibility is that the animals
are simply unaware of the dramatic tales actually are humans who have drastically
unfolding around them (e.dlVatership modified themselves (e.glhe Book of
Downby Richard Adamsandhar | oftt ed s Lapismby Phil Geusz). In this case, the
Webby E.B. White). Animals in these sto- species of animals will be chosen by
ries often are only slightly anthropomorphic. individual characters for personal reasons.
They can think and talk like humans, but Individuals who choose to modify
theydébre otherwise mnor mal ani mal s . [themselves soextremely are likely to be

The other extreme of furry fiction rich, eccentric, socially outcast, or part of a
features animals who are so thoroughly fringe subculture.
anthropomorphized that the differences And, of course, all of these answers can
between different species have become be adapted easily to fantasy universes by
largely aesthetic, possibly metaphorical. replacing science with magic and scientists
Foxes date bunnies; elk work in office buildings with mice. | with wizards.

Instead of coexisting with humans in the normal world, thes
anthropomorphic animals replace humans. In this kind of
fiction, the different animal species are merely different flay
adding texture and color to characters in simple symbolic
shorthand (e.gMausby Art Spiegelman an8ave the Day

by D.J. Fahl).

When writing speculative
into these extremes. You could tell the story of the first
colonists on Mars from the point of view of their pet cat. Or
the first colonists on Mars could be cats with no explanatio

5e  As you can see, explanations have been developed that w
fit anthropomorphic animal characters into almost any piece of
s culative fiction. And, from fantasy to space opera and near
future hard sefi, most speculative fiction can benefit from the
color and texture added by a few talking animals. Besides, the
just make reading more fun.

f o,y nfoiwc t ihan, yiou®v epdeair mle
add anthropomorphic animal characters to your speculative
fiction! m

n

(Originally publishedinJ e st er Har |l ey 6)s Ma

given for their furriness. However, | love the stories that fal
in between, and I like it best when those stories have an ar
to the obvious question: Why can the animals talk?

This question has been explored so much by the furry
writing community that som
anymore, much like the question of fadiieanlight travel in
mainstream science fiction. How does the FTL drive work?
Who cares? It just does. However, the type of FTL drive in

Mary E. Lowd is a scienefction and furry writer in Eugene,
Oregon.She lives in the Raptor Nest with her husband Daniel,
daughter Elaine, son Wesley, four cats, and three dogs. Her fiction
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theWordos Her bookOtters in Spacea 2010 Ursa Major Award
nominee for Best Anthropomorphic Novel, is available for sale
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scHfi universe determines the sort of story that can be told
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