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CWA’s 20th Annual 
Writers’ Conference:          
Reinventing Yourself 

for the Digital Age 
 

 

See pages 14-17 
for details! 

The Cat Writers’ Association Inc. will hold its 20th Annual Conference in Irving (Dallas), Texas. This year’s theme is      

Reinventing Yourself for the Digital Age. The fun will begin on Thursday, October 31, and continue through Saturday,           

November 2, 2013. The conference is open to anyone interested in pet writing and rescue communications and will feature     

two days of professional seminars with nationally known speakers. This year, in addition to our two professional tracks, we will 

feature a third Rescue Communications track on Friday only. This gives local rescuers an opportunity to hone their skills and 

still attend their adoption events on Saturday. On Sunday, a conference add-on will allow you to learn CPR and first aid for pets. 

The conference is our once-a-year chance to get together to learn, network, inspire and be inspired, and celebrate with not 

only our peers, but editors, agents, and sponsors, too.  

This year, our fabulous lineup will include Monetizing Your Blog; Social Media for the Over-40 Crowd (No ID Required; 

You Know Who You Are); a Peer Critique Workshop (space limited); Doing It All: Blogging, Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest & 

Paying Work Too; Working with a Freelance Editor; EBooks for Writers: The New Publishing Paradigm; Tax Tips for Writers: 

The Good, the Bad & the Scary – and much more. 

Journalist Jeff Crilley will be discussing newsroom secrets that assure your press release will have the best chance of being 

covered. Crilley, a 25-year news veteran, is a recipient of the Emmy, the National Headliners Award, the Edward R. Murrow 

Award, and the Thurgood Marshall Award, and was the Texas Associated Press “Best TV Reporter in the State” in 2004. 

Editors from around the country will be attending, so you’ll have plenty of chances to pitch ideas to book and magazine   

editors. Learn, network, get assignments — what could be better? ♥ 

Reserve Your Hotel Room Now! 
 

HOTEL: Sheraton DFW Airport Hotel 

4440 West John Carpenter Freeway 

Irving, TX 75063 

(972) 929-8400   

ROOM RATE: CWA has reserved a block       

of rooms for CWA Conference attendees at a 

special rate of $99, single/double + tax. Please 

specify the Cat Writers‘ room block when you 

call. Pets are allowed. The hotel has waived pet 

fees for CWA members. 

DEADLINE FOR RESERVATIONS:  

Wednesday, October 25, 2013  

TRANSPORTATION: The hotel has a          

complimentary shuttle to and from the            

Dallas/Fort Worth Airport (DFW). It also offers 

free parking for anyone who arrives by car.   
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I can’t believe I’m writing the summer president’s column. That       

means it’s almost fall, and that means it’s almost time for the conference! 

Okay, sorry. I’m not trying to totally skip summer. I want to see what   

our garden produces, and I hope to eat lots of fresh tomatoes and my share    

of s’mores. (You can melt the marshmallow in the microwave if you don’t 

have a bonfire). I love being able to go out without first putting on multiple 

layers. I like not worrying that my dogs might get frostbite. I need to visit   

the local amusement park and ride the antique carousel. 

Still, I love fall for many reasons, and our conference is at the top of      

the list. 

Dusty has lined up a flock (Herd? Pod? Gaggle? Clowder?) of terrific 

speakers who will teach, enlighten, and inspire us. There’ll be editors and 

agents as usual, so polish your pitches. And, there’ll be each other. I’m not 

sure about the grammar or structure of that last sentence, but I think it’s the 

best part of the conference. We’ll be there to catch up with old friends, meet 

new ones, talk about our successes and our failures, and cheer each other on. 

The conference is a great way to re-charge the batteries and to kick-start our 

enthusiasm for writing. Check out the conference information elsewhere in 

the newsletter and sign up now! 

Besides the conference, our Council is working on several other things.  

We’re working on sprucing up the website, and Dusty and I are trying to learn 

MailChimp so that in the future, Council can get messages out to the entire    

membership quickly, without adding to the secretary’s workload. We’re also   

looking at ways to improve the conference. These are all changes that we 

hope will help CWA continue to grow and to be a benefit to all the members.♥ 

President’s  
Message 

By Susan M. Ewing, CWA President  

CWA’s 2013 Conference  
Is Just Around the Corner! 

You Ought to Be in Pictures 
 

Would you like to have a caricature for 
your business card, Facebook 
icon, blog, or website? One that 
really looks like you? You’ll have 
that chance at this year’s        
conference in Texas. Artist    
Extraordinaire, Neal Asher, will 
be available to provide your   
caricature for a very nominal fee. 
Unlike other caricaturists, Neal 
makes sure his work really     
resembles his subjects.  

Neal is a caricaturist for the 
prestigious Gaylord Texan Resort &           
Convention Center in Grapevine, Texas.      

He is generously offering CWA members a 
greatly discounted rate over other clients at 
$100 per hour. He can draw more than 10        

black-and-white, heads-only   
pictures per hour an hour, so   
you can extrapolate how much 
you’re willing to spend. Feel free 
to reserve more time for color or 
more detailed work.  

Check out Neal’s samples,       
including the black-and-white 
and detailed color drawings he 
did for me. Neal made me look 
gooood! (See what a great icon 
cartoons make at my LinkedIn 

page.) Sign up ahead of time. Available slots 
are limited.       

 

~ CWA Vice President Dusty Rainbolt 

Dusty: Art  by Neal Asher 

mailto:dogwriter@windstream.net
mailto:dustycatwriter@pobox.com
mailto:janea@paws-and-effect.com
mailto:ATartaglia1@cfl.rr.com
mailto:karen90@attglobal.net
mailto:kml@cfa.org
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We are closing in on July 1, 2013, the absolute postmark 

deadline for your entries to be considered for those coveted  

Certificates of Excellence, Muse MedallionsTM and Special 

Awards!  

This is the time of year when our colleagues pick the best-of-

the-best and believe me, it is a stiff competition! Don’t miss out on 

the opportunity to have qualified peers read and judge your work 

from the last year (June 16, 2012-June 15, 2013).  

So hurry! Gather up your best published writing, graphics, 

or broadcast work and send your Regular Category entries to 

Marci Kladnik and your Special Awards entries to Barbara Stretton 

before it’s too late.  

There have been some updates and changes made to the 

Contest Rules, the Regular Entry category list, and the Special 

Awards requirements. They are included in this issue of MEOW, 

so be sure to reread them before submitting your entries. Here are 

the highlights: 

MISSING RULE REINSTATED: Somewhere in the recent 

past, the rule (#14) regarding the VIII – Graphic Arts category  

was accidentally deleted. It is hereby reinstated and all entries will 

be judged solely on the published piece (printed or online) and not 

by art prints or photographs sent in along with the entry form. So 

save your money and don’t send in something that will not be 

passed on to the judges. The Committee apologizes to those who 

have already sent in prints, and if you would like them back, please 

contact Marci Kladnik, Regular Category Contest Chair. 

CATEGORY CHANGES: Please note that we have changed 

the Blog definitions. In a continued effort to make judging blog 

categories more fair to the entrants and what they want to           

accomplish in their blogs, the next change affects the blog          

categories. The contest rules state that a person must blog          

regularly for at least two months to be eligible to enter this category, 

and the judges will be looking at blog entries for July/August 2013. 

The entrant only submits the URL for the blog. The two blog     

categories, VII.8 – Blog: Educational and VII.9 – Blog:              

Entertainment, will be judged directly from the Internet from      

August 1-August 31 as we do with VII.1 – Online Magazine,       

Newsletter and VII.2 – Website. Another change is that we have 

clearly defined the two blog categories. Please be sure your entry 

fits appropriately in the category prior to entering.  

An ENTERTAINMENT BLOG is one whose primary       

purpose is to share creative work, including but not limited to     

humor, photos, videos, artwork, cartoons, fiction, and poetry. An 

EDUCATION BLOG is one whose primary purpose is to share 

information and real-life experience about cats, including but not 

limited to cat health, behavior, nutrition, and advocacy/rescue. 

In the past there has been some confusion between blogs       

and websites. Please note the following definitions of each for    

clarification. To clarify, a blog is a discussion or informal site     

consisting of entries (“posts”) typically displayed in reverse    

chronological order on the home page. Blog posts allow for        

interaction with readers in the form of comments. In contrast, a  

professional website is a place for offering products, services, or 

health/behavioral information.  

A website typically has a static front page and may also have 

many other static pages about topics related to the product or      

services it sells. Websites typically don’t offer the opportunity for  

 

readers to comment on material. One additional note, an online 

magazine has the interactive characteristics of a blog, but is far more 

feature-oriented, typically featuring a “lead” story on the home page 

and links to other content. Online magazines are generally updated 

with fresh content daily. It is important to note that entrants may not 

enter a blog in the website category. We understand that a blog can 

be part of a website, so a blog within a website will be entered in the 

blog category.  

NEW SPECIAL AWARD: We are excited to announce a 

NEW special award this year: The AAFP Cat Friendly Award,  

sponsored by the American Association of Feline Practitioners 

(AAFP). The award consists of $500 and a commemorative framed 

certificate and is given to the entry that best educates cat owners 

about the benefits of going to a Cat Friendly Practice. Qualifying 

entries include newspaper or magazine articles or columns, or a  

series of articles or columns (print or online), and radio or television 

broadcasts.  

PAYPAL AND CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS: Please note 

that paying for your CWA contest entries is easier now by using 

a credit card or your own PayPal account. Use CWA’s PayPal 

link to simply combine payments for your regular entries and     

Special Award entries into one amount and enter the total in the 

PayPal box at http://catwriters.org/contest.html. Please mark on 

your entry forms “Paid with PayPal” and note the amount you 

paid. If there is a discrepancy between what you paid and what is 

due, we’ll let you know. 

REGULAR CATEGORY ENTRIES: Send your check (or 

PayPal information) and Regular Category entries to Marci Kladnik, 

Regular Category Contest Chair, P.O. Box 592, Los Alamos, CT 

93440.  

SPECIAL AWARD ENTRIES: To be eligible, the entry must 

be the same work entered in a Regular Award Category, with the 

exception of the Friskies Writer of the Year Award. Send your 

check (or PayPal information) and Special Award entries to Barbara 

Stretton, Special Awards Contest Chair, 62 North Ridge Road, Old 

Greenwich, CT 06870.  

 

Last Call for CWA Writing Contest Entries and Judges!  
 

By CWA Contest Co-Chairs Marci Kladnik and Barbara Stretton  

YES! I WANT TO BE A 2013 CONTEST JUDGE! 
(Please type or print legibly.) 

 

Please sign up now to judge the 2013 CWA Contest. It’s easy.  

Simply fill out this form and send it to Marci Kladnik (see below). 
 

  ♦ __  I am a Professional member and volunteer to judge in the 2013                         

CWA Communication Contest. 
  ♦ __  I am an Associate member and volunteer to assist the 2013    

Contest Committee. 

    Although I understand that no category can be guaranteed to any 

judge, the categories I would most like to judge are (please list at least 

three) 

(1)_______________ (2) ________________ (3) ________________   
 

Send to Marci Kladnik, P.O. Box 592, Los Alamos, CA 93440, or 

email her (preferred) at mkauthor@verizon.net. 

 

 NAME __________________  EMAIL ____________________ 

(continued on the next page) 

 

http://catwriters.org/contest.html
mailto:mkauthor@verizon.net
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IT’S NOT TOO LATE – SIGN UP TO JUDGE! Not only is 

this a fun thing to do, but it comes with an added financial benefit of 

a lower entry fee, $8.50 for each Regular Category submission rather 

than $15. This really adds up for you prolific writers and artists. 

(Special Award entries still cost $5 each.) 

Every Professional member (and there are 200+ plus of us) is 

eligible to judge. With 51 Regular Categories there are plenty of   

opportunities to pick one or more that interests you. Even 

“Kittens” (first-year CWA members) are eligible to judge.  

If you haven’t already contacted Marci about your judging   

preferences, please email them to her at mkauthor@verizon.net.   

She will do her best to accommodate your wishes. When picking 

your categories, please remember that you cannot judge a category 

you plan to enter. 

Barbara invites members to submit the names of people they 

might like to see as Special Awards judges. A Special Award 

judge cannot be a CWA member. Right now we have most of them 

for this year, but Barbara welcomes suggestions for next year or for 

replacements should the need arise. When submitting a name,      

include a valid email address, phone number, and a brief statement  

of the person’s expertise. If at all possible, please ask the individual 

whether he/she would be interested in judging. You don’t have        

to explain the contest; we’ll take care of the explanations, but our 

success rate is higher if we contact candidates who are interested. 

Let’s give a huge thanks to the contest committee – Regular 

Categories Chair Marci Kladnik, Special Awards Chair Barbara 

Stretton, and committee members Deb Barnes, Heike Hagenguth, 

JaneA Kelley, Nancy Marano, Dusty Rainbolt, Jodell Raymond, and 

Suzanne Stowe – for all their help and advice. 

Good luck, everyone! ♥ 

Last Call for CWA Writers’ Contest Entries and Judges (continued) 

I. Magazines 

I.1 - Monthly Magazine - National (3 issues, 3 copies of each) 

I.2 - Magazine Article - Health and General Care 

I.3 - Magazine Article - Behavior and Training 

I.4 - Magazine Article - Rescue 

I.5 - Magazine Article - Any Other Topic 

I.6 - Magazine - Column (3 individual columns, 3 copies of each) 

II. Newspapers 

II.1 - Newspaper Article - Health and General Care 

II.2 - Newspaper Article - Behavior and Training 

II.3 - Newspaper Article - Rescue 

II.4 - Newspaper Article - Any Other Topic 

II.5 - Newspaper Column (3 individual columns, 3 copies each) 

III. Newsletters (Printouts of newsletters distributed by email may be 

entered.) 

III.1 - Newsletter - Breed Specific (3 issues, 3 copies of each) 

III.2 - Newsletter - National Circulation (3 issues, 3 copies of each) 

III.3 - Newsletter - Regional or Membership Circulation (3 issues, 3 

copies of each) 

III.4 - Newsletter Article - Health and General Care 

III.5 - Newsletter Article - Behavior and Training 

III.6 - Newsletter Article - Rescue 

III.7 - Newsletter Article - Any Other Topic 

III.8 - Newsletter Column (3 individual columns, 3 copies of each) 

IV. Miscellaneous 

IV.1 - Short Story 

IV.2 - Poem 

IV.3 - Humor 

IV.4 - Brochure, Pamphlet, Short Publication (under 10 pages) 

IV.5 - Annual or Long Publication (over 10 pages) 

IV.6 - Opinion Piece, Essay or Editorial 

IV.7 - PR / Humane Education / Press Kits 

V. Books 

V.1 - Books - Fiction 

V.2 - Books for Children 

V.3 - Books - Health and General Care 

V.4 - Books - Behavior and Training 

V.5 - Gift Book 

V.6 - Poetry 

V.7 - Books - Other 

VI. Non-Print Media 

VI.1 - Video, DVD, or TV Production (VHS videotape or DVD that 

plays in a standard DVD player must be included.) 

VI.2 - Broadcast, Audio - Any Format 

VII. Internet / Web Sites & Blogs 

VII.1 - Online Magazine, Newsletter (URLs for 3 issues) 

VII.2 - Website (URL) 

VII.3 - Online Article - Health and General Care 

VII.4 - Online Article - Behavior and Training 

VII.5 - Online Article - Rescue 

VII.6 - Online Article - Any Other Topic 

VII.7 - Online - Column (3 individual columns, 3 copies of each) 

VII.8 - Blog: Educational (URL) 

VII.9 - Blog: Entertainment (URL) 

VIII. Graphic Arts 

VII.1 - Black and White Photograph (single) 

VIII.2 - Black and White Photograph (series) 

VIII.3 - Color Photograph (single) 

VIII.4 - Color Photograph (series) 

VIII.5 - Cartoon 

VIII.6 - Illustration (single) 

VIII.7 - Illustration (series) 

 

CAT WRITERS’ ASSOCIATION 
2013 COMMUNICATION CONTEST REGULAR CATEGORIES 

 

mailto:mkauthor@verizon.net
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1.  Entries for all categories must be postmarked by July 1, 2013, to qualify for the contest.  

 

2.  All entries must be sent in such a manner that they can be reasonably expected to arrive within 7 days of the July 1 postmark deadline. 

Regardless of the delivery method you choose, you MUST specify that the recipient need not be present in person to sign for the 

material. The Contest Chair cannot be home every day during business hours to sign for packages. It is the entrant’s                

responsibility to package the entry carefully, so that it will not be damaged in transit. Posters and other large items should be packaged 

in tubes. The CWA will not assume responsibility for items that arrive damaged or do not arrive at all. If you wish acknowledgment     

of receipt of your entry, send a stamped, self-addressed postcard with the entry.  

  

3.  The contest is open to anyone whose work qualifies in any CWA contest category and was first published or broadcast between        

June 16, 2012, and June 15, 2013. Entries must not have been published before in any medium. Material published prior to the          

current contest period is not eligible, even if it was published in a different form. Publication date is the published date cited on the   

entry. When there is a question regarding eligibility, it is the entrant’s responsibility to clarify the issue, that is, to include with the    

entry a signed letter from the publication’s editor or publisher clarifying the date of publication.  

  

4.  The categories Online Magazine, Newsletter, Website, Blog: Educational, and Blog: Entertainment will be judged directly from the  

entrant’s web site between August 1 and August 31, 2013.  

  

5.  In order to be equitably judged against other contenders, entries in all categories should devote one-third or more space to cats.  

  

6.  All contest entries must be published work. “Vanity” publications are not eligible. However, quality self-published professional work    

is eligible. It will be judged based on the same criteria as all the other entries in a given category. It is the entrant’s responsibility to  

provide any supporting documents with self-published entries to clarify that the work does, indeed, qualify under this rule. For example, 

self-published work MUST be offered for sale by professional outlets (that is, book stores, commercial web sites, and other venues not 

owned by the author/artist). E-books will be accepted. The author is responsible for providing the Contest Chair with Amazon.com gift 

cards or some other means of enabling judges to read the e-book for free.  

  

7.  Submit each Regular Category entry in triplicate (3 copies), with one entry form for each entry.  

  

8.  The CWA Entry Form, with category and subcategory noted, must accompany each entry and must be sent to the appropriate Contest 

Chair along with the total entry fee at the time of entry. Any entry that is missing any element (required number of copies, entry form, 

entry fee) will be considered incomplete and will not be judged. 

  

9.  Make sure your entry is legible and provide clean photocopies in a large enough format to be read. If the judge has difficulty reading    

an entry, it may be disqualified. Online articles/columns must be submitted in hard copy along with the original online URL and       

publication date included so that online entries may also be viewed online at the judge’s discretion. The exceptions are the categories 

Online Magazine, Newsletter (VII.1), Website (VII.2). Blog: Educational (VII.8) and Blog: Entertainment (VII.9), which are judged on 

the Internet during the judging period specified in Rule 4. For these categories only, submit an entry form with just the URL (and dates 

for Blog issues) specified.  

  

10. Blog entries (VII.8 and VII.9) may be posted either on professional (commercial or nonprofit) sites, or the authors must provide proof 

that (1) their blogs have been posted two or more times weekly for at least two months and 2) proof of blog traffic or visit or count to 

their blog site. The purpose of personal blogs is understood to be building a platform, creating interaction with readers, and fostering 

social relationships, while many for-pay sites blog less frequently and leverage “blogs” in an advertorial style. (If you are blogging on a 

commercial site less than twice a week, you should consider entering your “blog” in one of the “Online Article” categories.)  

  

11. In the Newspaper categories, when an entry first appeared as a syndicated article, in those specific cases where a syndicated writer is 

not able to obtain actual copies of the published newspaper articles, the entrant may provide a copy of the original article and a letter of 

authentication from the syndicate editor.  

  

12. For the Newsletter categories, a newsletter is distinguished from a magazine in that the newsletter does not take paid advertising and is 

sold only to subscribers (that is, it is not sold on newsstands). Single cat breed newsletters and nonprofit/charitable newsletters are the 

exception in that they may take paid advertising.  

  

 (continued on the next page) 

 

TM  2013 CWA COMMUNICATION CONTEST RULES 
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13. Entries in the Video or Television Production and the Radio Presentation, Audiotape, or CD 

categories must be submitted in their original form; that is, a transcript of a radio or television program is not    

acceptable – an actual audio or video recording must be entered. Video entries must be submitted as a VHS   

videotape or a DVD that plays in a standard DVD player. If an entire radio or television program is less than 10 

minutes long, the entrant may select his/her three best programs and enter them as a single entry.  
 

14. All Graphic Arts category entries will be judged solely on the published (either printed or online) piece, NOT by art or photographic prints 

which may be of higher quality. Submissions should only include three copies of the best published printed piece or URL for online work. 
 

15. We will accept entries published in a foreign language, but they must be accompanied by a complete English translation. Entrants must 

provide three copies of the original that clearly show the date and name of the publication, and three copies of the translation. Bear in 

mind that the judges cannot judge the quality of the translation; they will base their decision solely on the English language content. Of 

course, entries in graphic arts categories are the exception and need no translation. 
 

16. An individual person or entity may submit an unlimited number of entries, but each individual work can be entered only one time in  

one Regular contest category. In other words, the same individual work may not be entered in more than one category. Photos or      

illustrations that are entered in a Graphic Arts category may appear again as a part of a writing entry (for example, as part of a magazine 

article or a book). Columnists must choose only their three best columns and submit them as a single entry for that column. This applies 

to all the Column categories (magazine, newspaper, newsletter, and online) and means no other individual installments of that particular 

column may be entered as single articles, except in the Editorial and Humor categories. (A column appears regularly in the same      

publication[s] with the same column title, byline, slug, and/or artwork.) 
 

17. An entry must be entered in a Regular Category to be considered for a Special Award. Send one additional copy for each Special Award 

entry to the Special Awards Chair (Exceptions: Three copies of the nomination form should be submitted for the Shojai Mentor Award 

and for the Michael Brim Distinguished Service Award. No additional copies are needed for consideration for the President’s Award, 

and no entry form is needed for this award; the winner of the President’s Award is chosen from among the Muse Medallion™ winners, 

and all Muse Medallion™ winners are automatically considered.)  

  

18. Anyone may submit an entry on behalf of an author/artist, but the award will be presented solely to the author/artist of the entry. A  

Volunteer Discount is available to current CWA members only. CWA Professional members who volunteer to judge in the contest    

and CWA Associate members who volunteer to assist the Contest Committee will receive a discount on their Regular entry fee. 

  

19. All judges are chosen by the two Contest Chairs and their Committee. Entries in the Regular Categories are reviewed and judged        

independently by three professional CWA members and their scores are averaged by the Contest Committee to determine the winner. 

Winners of Special Awards are selected by judges who are not members and are not affiliated with the award’s sponsor; each Special 

Award is judged by one judge. Special Awards sponsors may be shown the winning entry before the award is given, but that             

announcement decision is at the discretion of the judge and the Contest Committee. 

  

20. The Contest Chair has the right to make category changes as deemed necessary. The Contest Chair may also delete or combine        

categories if there are not sufficient entries. What constitutes sufficient entries is decided by the Contest Chair, but there is no absolute 

minimum number of entries for any category to be judged. If, in the opinion of the judges, no entry represents excellence within a    

category, no award will be given.  

  

21. Entries will not be returned. Judges’ decisions are final. Situations that may arise from time to time that are not specifically addressed  

in these rules shall be adjudicated by the Contest Chair and her or his committee.  

  

22. Regular Category award finalists receive a CWA Certificate of Excellence and shall be notified in October. In order to earn a certificate, 

the  individual must score an average of 90 or higher based on the scores submitted by the three judges for each category. The winner in 

each Regular contest category shall receive the CWA Muse Medallion™. Special Award winners shall receive recognition as specified 

in the Special Awards list.  

  

23. Contest results will be announced at the Annual CWA Awards Banquet and published in the Winter 2014 MEOW newsletter and on the 

CWA web site at www.catwriters.org. Please do not call the Contest Chair or anyone on the Contest Committee to ask if you have won. 

Those who do not have access to the Internet or the CWA newsletter may enclose an SASE for a list of winners. Please mark on the 

back of the envelope “CWA Contest Winners.”  
 

24. Special Award entries should be mailed to Barbara Stretton, 62 North Ridge Road, Old Greenwich, CT 06870, and Regular Category 

entries are to be mailed to CWA Contest Regular Categories Chair Marci Kladnik, P.O. Box 592, Los Alamos, CA 93440.  
  

25. The entrant must comply with all rules. Deviation from the rules will result in rejection of an entry and loss of the entry fee. Entrants 

will be notified of disqualification in as timely a manner as possible. However, CWA is not responsible for disputed entries. ♥ 

 
TM 

  2013 CWA COMMUNICATION CONTEST RULES 
(continued) 

http://www.catwriters.org/
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NOTE: If you have questions about any of the Special Awards,  

please contact Special Awards Contest Chair Barbara Stretton at b.stretton@att.net.   
 

 
AWARD #1: The AAFP CAT FRIENDLY AWARD, sponsored by the American Association of Feline Practitioners (AAFP),      

is presented to the entry that best educates cat owners about the benefits of going to a Cat Friendly Practice. Appropriate topics          

include why it is beneficial to the cat and owner to visit a practice that is cat friendly, including but not limited to, staff                   

understanding of feline friendly handling, decreased stress associated with the visit, increase in the quality of care and medicine   

provided, and communication to cat owners of the importance of routine veterinary care. Qualifying entries include newspaper or 

magazine articles or columns, or a series of articles or columns (print or online), and radio or television broadcasts. This award    

consists of $500 and a commemorative framed certificate. 

 

AWARD #2: The AdoptAShelter.com ADOPT A HOMELESS CAT AWARD, sponsored by AdoptAShelter.com, is presented     

to the entry that best describes the plight of homeless or feral cats and/or the joy of cat adoption and/or improving the quality of life 

of cats in a shelter environment. Entries will be judged for quality as well as the ability to persuade the reader. Qualified online only 

entries include single articles, features, columns, series of articles, short stories, websites, blogs, videos photos or any other accepted 

online venue. The award consists of $500 and inclusion in the AdoptAShelter.com online library. 

  

AWARD #3: The CEVA HUMAN-ANIMAL BOND AWARD, sponsored by CEVA, is presented to the entry that best reflects and 

promotes the strengthening of the human-animal bond, highlighting the bond between a cat and owner, as well as their relationship 

with their veterinarian as another direct caregiver. Entries will be judged for exceptional quality and on the ability to convey this  

concept and connect with the reader. Qualified entries include single articles (print or online), features, columns, short stories, books, 

and poetry. This award consists of $1000 award and commemorative certificate.  

  
AWARD #4: The DR. JIM RICHARDS CORNELL FELINE HEALTH CENTER VETERINARY ISSUES AWARD,       

sponsored by Cornell University’s Feline Health Center, is presented to the highest-quality entry on the topic of technological       

advances, research, new medical developments, or innovations in feline veterinary medicine. Qualifying entries include single   

newspaper, magazine, or newsletter articles; columns or series of articles (print or online); blogs, a website, single books, or radio/

television broadcasts, designed to educate the general cat-owning public about new developments. This award consists of $500.  

  

AWARD #5: The FANCY FEAST® LOVE STORY AWARD, sponsored by Purina, is presented to the entrant whose work     

best captures the magic of the loving relationship between cats and their owners. Highest consideration goes to those works that     

are skillfully written/produced, and technically accurate. Qualified entries include single books, articles (print or online), features, 

columns, short stories, poems, blogs, radio or television submissions. This award consists of $500 and a commemorative award.  

  

 AWARD #6: The FRISKIES® WRITER OF THE YEAR AWARD, sponsored by Purina, is for the writer who has done the  

most during the contest year to promote the welfare, health, and proper care of cats, which includes providing sensory stimulation   

to keep cats healthy and happy. This award is for “a body of work” and can include different publications during the contest period. 

Single entries do not qualify; therefore, multiple books, newsletters, print articles, online articles, columns, stories, blogs, websites, 

and series in any pet or non-pet consumer publication qualify. The award honors writing excellence and the ability to communicate 

technical information in a clear and creative manner to better educate cat owners and help improve the lives of cats. A maximum of 

10 articles or items published within the contest period may be submitted. Choose only your best work! This award consists of $500 

and a cat figurine. 

  

AWARD #7: The HARTZ® EVERY DAY CHEWABLE VITAMIN AWARD, sponsored by Hartz Mountain Corporation,        

is given to the highest-quality entry on the topic of older cats. Topics can include, but are not limited to adoption, health, innovative 

care, and senior-for-senior programs. Qualifying entries include a single book, article (print or online), brochure, newsletter,         
editorial, blog, photograph, and commercial radio/TV tape. This award consists of $1000 and a commemorative plaque.  

  

 

 

 

 

2013 CWA COMMUNICATION CONTEST  
SPECIAL AWARDS 

(continued on the next page) 

mailto:b.stretton@att.net
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AWARD #8: The HARTZ® GLAMOUR-PUSS AWARD, sponsored by Hartz Mountain Corporation, honors the best single   

entry on the topic of feline skin and coat care. Qualifying topics include, but are not limited to, coverage of home and professional 

grooming, parasite control, nail care, teeth and ear care, and feline skin/coat disorders. Written and pictorial works in all media are 

acceptable, including articles, books, blogs, websites, online magazine, online newsletters, and videotape broadcasts. This award 

consists of $1000 and a commemorative plaque.  

 

AWARD #9: The HARTZ® MILK REPLACEMENT FOR KITTENS AWARD, sponsored by Hartz Mountain Corporation, is 

awarded to the best single article (published in a newspaper, magazine, newsletter, or professional online venue), or single radio or 

television broadcast on the topic of rescuing kittens. Appropriate topics include “how to” articles, stories about feral kitten rescue, 

early spay and neuter, orphaned kittens, and kitten adoption. This award consists of $1000 and a commemorative plaque.  

  

AWARD #10: The “IN THE SPOTLIGHT” AWARD, sponsored by the Jacat Cattery, home of award-winning, pedigreed      

Japanese Bobtail Cats, is presented to the entry that best advances the protection, preservation and promotion of pedigreed cats    

and/or the pedigreed cat fancy. This includes breed rescue as well. Qualifying entries include all media. This award consists of $500, 

a certificate, and a Maneki Neko. 

  
AWARD #11: The KARI WINTERS RESCUE AND REHABILITATION AWARD, sponsored by TICA, is awarded to          

the best single article or column (published in a newspaper, magazine, newsletter, or professional online venue) or single radio or       

television broadcast on the rescue and rehabilitation of cats or kittens from shelters or rescue groups for the purpose of adoption       

to forever homes. Entries are judged on compelling personal accounts and the education of readers on the need for rescue. This   

commemorative award consists of a $500 and a plaque.   

  
AWARD #12: The PRO PLAN® PEDIGREED CATS AWARD, sponsored by Purina, is presented to the writer or creator of the 

best entry of the year that focuses on cat breeds, pedigreed cats, and professional breeder issues including (but not limited to) health, 

care, nutrition, and showing cats. Qualifying entries include entire publications, such as breed or breed club newsletters, magazines, 

articles, stories, blogs, photographs or illustrations in any professional venue, featuring purebred cats. This award consists of $500 

and a commemorative bowl.  

  

AWARD #13: The PURINA® CAT CHOW® NUTRITION AWARD, sponsored by Purina, is presented to the best column or 

article (print or professionally published online), blog, or book entry on the subject of feline nutrition. Highest consideration goes to 

those works that are both skillfully written and technically accurate. The recipient cannot be an employee of or associated with a pet 

food company at the time that the entry is judged. This award consists of $500 and a commemorative pewter bowl.  

  

AWARD #14: The PURINA® ONE® HEALTH AWARD, sponsored by Purina, is presented to the outstanding single article  

(print or professionally published online) or blog reporting on feline health issues. Articles are judged on excellence of writing and 

technical accuracy; significance of the topic and public education impact on feline health are also considered. This award consists   

of $500 and a commemorative pewter bowl. 

  

AWARD #15: The PURINA® KITTEN CHOW® KITTEN AWARD, sponsored by Purina, is presented to the author of the    

outstanding entry on caring for kittens. Qualified entries include single books, articles, labeled series, columns, short stories, blogs, 

and websites. Entries will be judged on writing excellence and content accuracy. This award consists of $500 and a commemorative 

pewter bowl. 

  

AWARD #16: The STICKY PAWS® TRAINING AWARD, sponsored by Pioneer Pets./Sticky Paws®, is presented for the best 

article or tape entry on training techniques. Entries should have a “how-to” focus. Appropriate entries are labeled series or single 

articles (print or professionally published online), columns, blogs, websites, online newsletters, and television/radio broadcast tapes 

on topics such as (but not limited to) litter box training, proper scratching behavior, trick training, or training cats to stay off        

countertops, tables, or other forbidden places. This award consists of $1000 and a commemorative certificate.  

  

AWARD #17: The TIDY CATS® FELINE BEHAVIOR AWARD, sponsored by Purina, is presented for the best entry on the  

subject of feline behavior. Highest consideration goes to those works that are both skillfully written and technically accurate.    
Qualified entries include single books, articles, features, columns, blogs, websites, online magazines, or online newsletters and 

should educate readers while promoting a positive approach to understanding and dealing with feline behavior. This award consists 

of $500 and a commemorative pewter bowl.  

 

2013 CWA COMMUNICATION CONTEST SPECIAL AWARDS (continued) 

(continued) 
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AWARD #18: The WORLD’S BEST CAT LITTER-ARY AWARD, sponsored by World’s Best Cat Litter®, is presented for the 

outstanding novel, short story, poem, or radio/television dramatic script which portrays cats and cat ownership in a positive way. All 

fiction genres are eligible. Highest consideration goes to those entries that include cats as an intrinsic part of the plot. Works will be 

judged for the exceptional, individual quality (“voice” or “vision”) of the writer/creator. Eligible works may be published in print or 

electronic media; any scripts or videos must also provide proof of production. This award consists of $500 and a commemorative 

pewter bowl. 

  

 AWARD #19: The SHOJAI MENTOR AWARD, sponsored by past-president Amy D. Shojai, recognizes the CWA member who 

has offered guidance, encouraging counsel, support, or other help that has had a direct and positive influence on another’s writing/

publishing success. Qualifying mentor experiences are limited to those occurring within the past three contest periods (approximately 

the last three years). The recipient shall exemplify the highest ideals of the CWA vision, that is, to promote communal support,     

networking, and mutual respect between colleagues. Only CWA members are eligible for this award. This award consists of $500  

and a commemorative item. 

  

AWARD #20: The MICHAEL BRIM DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD, sponsored by CWA, honors extraordinary   

achievement and communications excellence. It recognizes the person who, by word, deed, public communication and professional 

excellence, best promotes the ideals, mission and best interest of the Cat Writers Association. Nominees can include (but are not   

limited to) writers, editors or publicists whose published work or actions have had a significant impact on improving the quality of 

life of cats, educating the public, promoting responsible cat breeding and ownership, and/or facilitating the professional growth of cat 

writers. The honoree shall receive $500 and his or her name engraved on a permanent commemorative plaque (at the offices of the 

Cat Fanciers’ Association Foundation).  

 

AWARD #21: The KUYKENDALL IMAGE AWARD is sponsored by CWA, and is presented to the outstanding “image” entry 

featuring cats – whether photography, illustration, or graphic art. This may be a single piece or series entry, including but not limited 

to photos/artwork published in a magazine, newspaper, newsletter, book, pamphlet, calendar, poster, greeting card, or commercial 

online publication. This award consists of $250 and a commemorative item.  

  

AWARD #22: The CWA PRESIDENT’S AWARD, sponsored by the Cat Fanciers’ Association, is presented to the best entry  

among all Muse MedallionTM winners in the regular contest categories. This “Best of the Best” requires no additional copies be    

submitted of entries. Muse MedallionTM winners shall be automatically entered and considered for the honor. This award consists     

of $250 and a commemorative item. ♥ 
 

2013 CWA COMMUNICATION CONTEST SPECIAL AWARDS (continued) 

Send your contest entries ASAP, and good luck to all! 

Photo by Layla Morgan Wilde © Cat Wisdom 101 RESCUE BEFORE-AND-AFTER 
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PLEASE READ THE COMPLETE RULES on our website at www.catwriters.org or on pages 5-6 of this newsletter. 

Entries must be postmarked no later than July 1, 2013. NO LATE ENTRIES ACCEPTED. NO EXCEPTIONS. 

Submit THREE copies of each entry, along with ONE copy of this entry form per entry. 

Send your entry to Regular Categories Chair Marci Kladnik, P.O. Box 592, Los Alamos, CA 93440. 

THERE IS A SEPARATE FORM FOR SPECIAL AWARD ENTRIES (see page 11). 

DO NOT USE THIS FORM FOR SPECIAL AWARD ENTRIES. 

The contest entry fee is $15 per entry. A volunteer discount is available to CWA members only.        

CWA Professional members who volunteer to judge in the contest and CWA Associate members who  

volunteer to assist the Contest Committee may pay $8.50 per entry. 

Please make your check payable to Cat Writers’ Association. All payments must be in U.S. funds.  

You may also pay using PayPal at http://www.catwriters.org/contest.html.  

 

 I am an associate member and volunteer to assist the 2013 Contest Committee. 

 I am a professional member and volunteer to judge in the 2013 CWA Communication Contest. 
 

NAME OF AUTHOR OR ARTIST _____________________ CWA MEMBER IDENTIFICATION # _______________ 

 

ADDRESS ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

TELEPHONE (day) ______________________ (evening) ______________________ EMAIL ______________________ 

 

Name, Address, Phone of Submitter (if different from Author/Artist) ___________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CATEGORY NAME AND NUMBER (Example: I.3 – Magazine Article – Behavior and Training) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

TITLE OF ENTRY ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

NAME OF PUBLICATION OR PUBLISHER _________________________ Issue/Publication Date(s) _______________ 

 

I certify that this entry was first published or broadcast between June 16, 2012, and June 15, 2013, 

 and that it meets all the requirements as stated in the Rules. 

 

Entrant or Submitter’s Signature ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ENTRY CHECKLIST 
 one entry form per entry. 

  

 -addressed, postage-paid postcard is included for acknowledgment of receipt of entry (optional). 

  at mkauthor@verizon.net.  
 

MAIL ENTRIES TO  

Regular Categories Chair Marci Kladnik, P.O. Box 592, Los Alamos, CA 93440.  

  

2013 Cat Writers’ Association Communication Contest 

Regular Categories Entry Form 

http://www.catwriters.org/
http://www.catwriters.org/contest.html
mailto:mkauthor@verizon.net
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PLEASE READ THE COMPLETE RULES on our website at www.catwriters.org or on pages 5-6 of this newsletter. 

Entries must be postmarked no later than July 1, 2013. NO LATE ENTRIES ACCEPTED. NO EXCEPTIONS. 

The fee is $5 per Special Award entry (in addition to the fee that accompanies Regular Category entries). 

Please make your check payable to Cat Writers’ Association. All payments must be in U.S. funds.  

You may also pay using PayPal at http://www.catwriters.org/contest.html.  

ALL ENTRIES FOR SPECIAL AWARDS MUST ALSO BE ENTERED IN A REGULAR CATEGORY. 

THERE IS A SEPARATE FORM FOR REGULAR CATEGORY ENTRIES (see page 10). 

DO NOT USE THIS FORM FOR REGULAR CATEGORY ENTRIES. 

Submit ONE copy of each entry for a Special Award, along with ONE copy of this entry form and the $5 entry fee,     

to Barbara Stretton, 62 North Ridge Road, Old Greenwich, CT 06870.  
 

NAME OF AUTHOR OR ARTIST _____________________ CWA MEMBER IDENTIFICATION # ________________ 

 

ADDRESS __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

TELEPHONE (day) ________________________ (evening) ___________________ EMAIL ________________________ 

 

Name, Address, Phone of Submitter (if different from Author/Artist) _____________________________________________ 

 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

REGULAR CATEGORY NAME AND NUMBER in which entry is entered (Example: I.3 – Magazine Article – Behavior     

& Training) __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

SPECIAL AWARD for which entry is entered _______________________________________________________________ 

 

TITLE OF ENTRY ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

NAME OF PUBLICATION OR PUBLISHER_______________________ Issue/Publication Date(s) ___________________ 

 

I certify that this entry was first published or broadcast between June 16, 2012, and June 15, 2013, 

 and that it meets all the requirements as stated in the Rules. 

 

Entrant or Submitter’s Signature __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ENTRY CHECKLIST 
  

 For each entry, one copy is submitted along with one copy of this entry form, for each award. 

 My fee is enclosed, payable to the Cat Writers’ Association in U.S. funds. 

  A self-addressed, postage-paid postcard is included for acknowledgment of receipt of entry (optional). 

 b.stretton@att.net. 
 

MAIL ENTRIES TO 

Special Awards Chair Barbara Stretton, 62 North Ridge Road, Old Greenwich, CT 06870.  

2013 Cat Writers’ Association Communication Contest 

Special Award Entry Form 

http://www.catwriters.org/
http://www.catwriters.org/contest.html
mailto:b.stretton@att.net
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 2013 Cat Writers’ Association Communication Contest 

 Shojai Mentor Award Nomination Form 

 

The SHOJAI MENTOR AWARD, sponsored by CWA’s past president, Amy D. Shojai, recognizes the 

CWA member who has offered guidance, encouraging counsel, support, or other help that has had a direct and 

positive influence on another’s writing/publishing success. Qualifying mentor experiences are limited to those 

occurring within the past three contest periods (approximately the last three years). The recipient shall exemplify 

the highest ideals of the CWA vision, that is, to promote communal support, networking, and mutual respect  

between colleagues. Only CWA members are eligible for the award. The honoree shall receive $500 and a   

commemorative award.  

 Nominations of any CWA member may be submitted by any individual (member or nonmember). The 

“Submitter” must be the direct beneficiary in the mentor relationship. Multiple nominations of one individual by 

several different people are allowed. (Impact of individual mentor experiences weighs most heavily and a “group 

vote/campaign” for an individual is strongly discouraged. It shall not influence the judging one way or another.) 

The “Nominee” contribution must go beyond that individual’s required duties as defined by his/her employment 

– in other words he or she cannot be “paid” to act as a mentor (i.e., an editor’s routine purchase, editing, or   

publishing of a Submitter’s work does not qualify, nor does a book doctor’s revision, nor an agent’s sale. To 

qualify, the mentoring must reach above and beyond the “normal or routine” business relationship one would 

expect the agent, book doctor, editor, or other professional to extend to any of his/her other clients). You may 

not nominate yourself. Nominations shall be reviewed and a recipient selected by the contest committee. There 

is no entry fee required to nominate someone for this award.  

Send this completed form, with any attachments, in triplicate, to Special Awards Chair Barbara Stretton. 

(Please type or print legibly.) 
 

      NAME OF NOMINEE _________________________________________________________________ 
 

      ADDRESS __________________________________________________________________________ 
 

      TELEPHONE (day) _________________ (evening) ________________ EMAIL __________________ 
 

      NAME OF SUBMITTER ______________________________________________________________ 
 

      ADDRESS __________________________________________________________________________ 
 

      TELEPHONE (day) _________________ (evening) ___________________ EMAIL _______________ 

 

Please provide a brief summary of your mentor experience, including direct, positive professional results  

of the relationship. (Please keep the summary to one single-spaced page.) 
 

ENTRIES MUST BE POSTMARKED NO LATER THAN JULY 1, 2013. 

 

Send this completed form, with attachments, in triplicate, to 
 

Special Awards Chair Barbara Stretton 

62 North Ridge Road 

Old Greenwich, CT 06870 

 

Email questions to b.stretton@att.net. 

mailto:b.stretton@att.net
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 The MICHAEL BRIM DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD, sponsored by CWA, honors    

extraordinary achievement and communications excellence. It recognizes the person who, by word, deed, public 

communication, and professional excellence best promotes the ideals, mission, and best interest of the Cat Writers’ 

Association. Nominees can include (but are not limited to) writers, editors, or publicists whose published work or 

actions have had a significant impact on improving the quality of life of cats, educating the public, promoting  

responsible cat breeding and ownership, and/or facilitating the professional growth of cat writers. The honoree shall 

receive $500 and his or her name engraved on a permanent commemorative plaque (at the offices of the Cat  

Fanciers’ Association Foundation).  

 CWA members and non-members are eligible for this award. Nominations must be made by a CWA  

member in good standing. You cannot nominate yourself. The submitter must explain his or her reasons for  

nominating the person, i.e., explain how the nominee has published and/or performed in some extraordinary fashion 

to benefit cats or cat writers. This should include a detailed description of what the nominee has done, whether a 

one-time accomplishment or a listing of publications and activities over time, for example. Referral to specific  

publications, articles, web sites etc., is not required, but can help the judges in making their decision. 

 Michael Brim was instrumental in his lifetime in promoting many things that benefited cats – increasing the 

awareness, education, and responsibility of owners and improving the lives of cats overall (as advertising director 

of Cats Magazine); publicizing the value of purebred cats, responsible breeding, and the showing of cats (as the Cat 

Fanciers’ Association’s first public relations and marketing manager); and facilitating writers’ and illustrators’  

professional growth (in co-founding the Cat Writers’ Association). Our goal is to honor others whose writing and 

deeds share and reflect Michael’s varied accomplishments. 

 Send this completed form, with any attachments, in triplicate, to Special Awards Chair Barbara Stretton. 

 

(Please type or print legibly.) 
 

NAME OF NOMINEE__________________________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS __________________________________________________________________ 
 

TELEPHONE (day) ________________(evening) __________ EMAIL __________________ 
 

NAME OF SUBMITTER _______________________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

TELEPHONE (day) _________________ (evening) _____________ EMAIL ______________ 

 

Please provide a brief summary of your nominee’s accomplishments.  

(Please keep the summary to one single-spaced page.) 

 

ENTRIES MUST BE POSTMARKED NO LATER THAN JULY 1, 2013. 
 

Send this completed form, with attachments, in triplicate, to 
 

Special Awards Chair Barbara Stretton 

62 North Ridge Road 

Old Greenwich, CT 06870 

 

Email questions to b.stretton@att.net.  

2013 Cat Writers’ Association Communication Contest 

Michael Brim Distinguished Service Award  
Nomination Form 

mailto:b.stretton@att.net
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Cat Writers’ Association Conference 

EARLY BIRD SPONSORS for 2013 
 

Our sponsors are the best! The following have already pledged their support 
of the 2013 conference and/or writing competition.  Thank you! 

 

AdoptAShelter.com 
AAFP (American Association of Feline Practitioners) 

CAT FANCIERS’ ASSOCIATION  
DOG WRITERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 

HARTZ MOUNTAIN CORPORATION 
JACAT CATTERY   

MORRIS ANIMAL FOUNDATION 
PETCO FOUNDATION 

PET SITTERS INTERNATIONAL 
PRECIOUS CAT, INC. 

PETSAFE® (now includes Premier Pet Products) 
NESTLÉ PURINA PET CARE COMPANY 

SERGEANT’S PET PRODUCTS  
QUAKER PET GROUP (now includes Sherpa Pet Group) 

STURDI PRODUCTS, INC. 
AMY SHOJAI 

THE INTERNATIONAL CAT ASSOCIATION (TICA) 
WORLD’S BEST CAT LITTER®  

Quarterly Quote 
“Impart as much as you can of your spiritual being to those   

who are on the road with you, and accept as something precious 
what comes back to you from them.” ~ Albert Schweitzer  
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Help CWA and Help Yourself, Too!  

  

The Cat Writers’ Association is an 

all-volunteer organization and there are 

always volunteer jobs to do. Some bring 

benefits like reduced fees for contests 

and conferences. All your volunteer  

efforts will give you the satisfaction of 

contributing to the success of our group 

and ensuring that CWA will be there for 

you when you need help.  

If you’d like to run for office, or for 

a position on the Council, email Fran 

Shaw at franshaw1@juno.com. If you’d 

like to help out with the conference this 

fall, contact Angie Bailey at catlady-

land@gmail.com. We can always use 

help at the registration table, even for 

part of a day, and we need time keepers 

for each seminar, as well as people to 

introduce our speakers. Photographers 

are always welcome, and, we need 

someone to set up the display of contest 

winners. If your cat severely cut her paw or your dog started choking, do 

you know what to do when minutes count? Want to learn the safe way 

to restrain an injured cat or dog? After celebrating Saturday night at 

the awards banquet, stick around Sunday and take the special pet first 

aid/CPR and safety class being offered by fellow CWA member     

Arden Moore. This master certified pet first aid instructor, with the 

help of her cat-dog teaching team of Zeki and Chipper, will provide 

you with hands-on training for many pet first aid situations and     

identify ways to save money at the veterinary clinic. Pre-registration is 

required, so don’t delay. And, all students earn a two-year certification 

in pet first aid/CPR and get the chance to give Zeki her favorite treat: 

deli turkey! See the full annoucement on page 17 of this issue.  

Sheraton® DFW Airport Hotel 

4440 W. John Carpenter Freeway 

Irving, TX 75063 

Reservations Department at 800-325-3535,  

or 972-929-8400, Extensions 216 and 218; 

book online at https://

www.starwoodmeeting.com/StarGroupsWeb/

res?id=1305147175&key=AB749  

To celebrate our 20th annual CWA Conference,  
we will have special entertainment. 

STRAYS, THE MUSICAL explores furry foibles from the PETS’ 
point of view. The actors give voice to a variety of cat and dog      
characters in this hilarious — and sometimes moving — musical 

review “drama-dy” that seeks to edu-tain audiences about 
normal pet behavior while honoring the bond we share with 

our pets. CWA attendees will experience the exclusive        
preview of several original songs from the latest production   
co-authored by playwrights Amy Shojai and Frank Steele,   

written especially with pet lovers in mind.  
Be prepared for tears and smiles!  
~ CWA President Susan M. Ewing  

mailto:franshaw1@juno.com
mailto:catladyland@gmail.com
mailto:catladyland@gmail.com
https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/StarGroupsWeb/res?id=1305147175&key=AB749
https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/StarGroupsWeb/res?id=1305147175&key=AB749
https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/StarGroupsWeb/res?id=1305147175&key=AB749
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If you’d like to win $500 toward expenses to attend CWA’s 2014 

conference, you should enter the PetSafe® Scholarship drawing. Just  

send your name and CWA membership number to Barbara Florio Graham 

at BFG@SimonTeakettle.com. Please make your subject line: PetSafe 

Scholarship. 

The winner will be chosen at random at this year’s conference, but 

will receive his/her check the following year when actually attending 

CWA’s 2014 conference. Three runners-up also will be drawn in the 

event that the winner cannot attend next year. Remember, the person   

who wins the drawing this year does NOT have to be present at this 

year’s conference.  

Any current CWA member (except a previous scholarship prize   

winner) may apply by October 15, 2013 (postmark date). Please direct 

any questions about this scholarship prize to the CWA President, not to 

Bobbi.  

We want to thank our new scholarship sponsor, PetSafe®,          

manufacturer of a line of products designed to keep pets safe and happy, 

for continuing this much-appreciated CWA conference tradition. Our  

former sponsor, Premier Pet Products, has become part of PetSafe®.  

 

EDITOR APPOINTMENTS 
 

 

So far, we have the following editors and 

agents available for one-on-one appointments. 

These appointments are for those with 

FULL CONFERENCE REGISTRATION. 

You may schedule up to three of these              

appointments. Contact Heike Hagenguth at 

worddesign@usa.net. 

 

Jane Harrell,  

Associate Producer for Petfinder.com 

  

Lonnie Hull DuPont,  

Executive Editor at Revell,                               

a division of Baker Publishing Group 

 

Susan Logan-McCracken,  

Editor of Cat Fancy  

 

Ellen Price,  

Editor of Pet Sitter’s WORLD 

 

An Editor from Dallas Dog Life 

The international Cat Writers’ Association Inc. will hold its 20th Annual Conference in Dallas, Texas. The fun will    

begin on Thursday, October 31 with our bag stuffing party, and, because it’s Halloween, wear your spookiest (or cattiest!) 

costume! CWA “Kittens” (first-timers), this is your chance to meet all the old hands and experience the delight of being in a 

room full of people who share your passion for cats. Your first exhilarating TNT (“Thursday Night Team”) party for cat    

writers will be an unforgettable experience. You’ll want to go every year! AdoptAShelter.com will be sponsoring the party.  

Our seminars run Friday and Saturday, November 1 & 2, 2013, and there’ll be a book signing event at a local bookstore. 

The conference is open to anyone interested in pet writing and will feature two days of professional seminars with      

nationally known speakers. If you attend the Sunday add-on, you can become certified in pet first aid and CPR. 

As usual, we’ll have editors and agents on hand to talk with attendees one-on-one, so bring your ideas and be ready to 

pitch them. Many of us have garnered great assignments at the conference. 

Hurry and register, make reservations, buy plane tickets, and be there for the cat event of the year! See you there!  
   

Reinventing Yourself For the Digital Age 

2013 CWA Conference Highlights 

  

 Ebooks for Writers: The New Publishing Paradigm – Amy Shojai 

 Book Promotions in Your Pajamas – Patricia Fry 

 Tax Tips for Writers: The Good, The Bad and the Scary – Mahmoud Shojai 

 How to Monetize Blogs – Janiss Garza 

 Twitter for Writers – Paris Permenter 

 Peer Critique – Carole Nelson Douglas 

You Must Attend the CWA Event of the Year  

~ CWA President Susan M. Ewing 

mailto:BFG@SimonTeakettle.com
mailto:worddesign@usa.net
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Take Advantage of This Fabulous CWA Conference Add-on!! 
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Hurry! You only have until June 30 to contact the CWA Nominating Committee if you're  

interested in serving the organization by running for office. We have several important  leadership 
positions to fill effective November 2013. 

We are currently seeking qualified candidates for the following offices:  
 
 (1) Vice President 
 (2) Treasurer 
 (3) One or two open Council seats – two-year terms  

 
Any Professional member (not Associate) may serve in these elected offices. If any        

professional member wants to volunteer for consideration or wants more information such as     
job descriptions, please contact the Nominating Committee Chair, Fran Pennock Shaw at       
franshaw1@juno.com, or call (717) 397-9531. You can also contact committee members Linda 
Hardie (lkhardie@sbcglobal.net) and Dr. Jane Brunt (Jane.Brunt@catalystcouncil.org). Check  
out our nominations and elections guidelines at http://www.catwriters.org/08nominating-
guidelines.pdf.  

Anyone interested in holding office or in nominating another professional CWA member for office must notify us        
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE and absolutely no later than June 30. The Nominating Committee will interview all candidates 
and select an official slate, which will be announced to the membership immediately via our web site, ProList and email 
membership list. The slate will also be published in the Fall MEOW. The election is at the CWA Membership Meeting at 
our conference in November. 

The Nominating Committee will interview everyone who inquires, so don’t be shy! We hope that former CWA Council 
members and others with leadership experience will consider serving as top officers now, when CWA needs you the most.  

CWA is a wonderful international organization. A variety of voices, perspectives and backgrounds will help us be even 
better. And you'll find that serving in office will also help YOU grow personally and professionally.  

We cannot move forward without new leadership, so contact us!  
 
Fran Pennock Shaw 
Nominating Committee Chair  

Seeking a Few Good People… To Lead CWA!!! 
DEADLINE for Applications: June 30  

A Note about Membership Cards 
CWA Secretary JaneA Kelley 
 

I have been discussing membership cards       
with a number of CWA members, most of whom  
said that they rarely, if ever, use them. However, I 
have recently become aware that some of you use 
your CWA membership cards to gain complimentary    
admission into cat shows and other such events.    
For those of you who do, I apologize for the          
inconvenience. Rest assured that you are on the 
books as a member, with or without a card. 

In order to save costs and be more environmen-
tally friendly, I would like to send cards to those who 
use them, but not to those who don't. If you do need 
a membership card, please contact me via e-mail at 
janea@paws-and-effect.com and I will ensure that 
you get one. 

You will need your CWA member number to 
enter the annual Communication Contest. If you 
have forgotten or misplaced yours, please contact 
me and I will send you that information. 

 
 

 

 

 

DWOEFUL BY B. CAT STONE 

 FELINE PUNCTUATION              © Bernadette E. Kazmarski 

mailto:franshaw1@juno.com
mailto:lkhardie@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Jane.Brunt@catalystcouncil.org
http://www.catwriters.org/08nominating-guidelines.pdf
http://www.catwriters.org/08nominating-guidelines.pdf
mailto:janea@paws-and-effect.com
http://catwriters.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=b20822790b78d3a16f21bc16b&id=795e519e8c&e=469823085e
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Darlene Arden presented a seminar at the recent         

BlogPaws Conference titled “So You Want to Write A Book 

Proposal.” She threw in an additional segment on “Finding an 

Agent” – and the presentations were well received. Darlene 

also has been doing a lot of radio interviews lately, in both the 

United States and Canada. Darlene’s website is at 

www.darlenearden.com.  

Catherine Conhiem’s three-legged cat Henry, the 

ASPCA’s Cat of the Year 2010, revealed his romance with a 

two-legged dachshund in Henry 

& Tink: A Remarkable Romance 

published earlier this year – and 

the book is a hit, already in its 

second edition. Henry teaches 

humans that it is not what hap-

pens to you, but your responses 

that will determine life. The 

spunky duo is not only healing 

humans, but also giving dollars to 

animals in need. And, in addition, 

Catherine has brought 400 books 

and work-

books to 

orphanages 

in Mexico. 

Her dentist, 

when he 

found out the kids didn’t have 

toothbrushes, donated brushes plus 400 

tubes of toothpaste and dental floss. See 

the photo – the kids were excited!       

Catherine Conheim, Cat Scribe, can be 

found at www.henrysworld.org. 

Andrea Dorn entered a video in the 

My Cat’s Story contest at Pam Johnson-Bennett’s website and 

won two books as the runner-up in the contest. It was Andrea’s 

first time to create a video, and she says it was a lot of fun and 

an interesting learning experience. See the video at: 

http://www.catbehaviorassociates.com/my-cats-story-video-

contest-winner-announced/. 

Carole Nelson Douglas’s feline PI, Midnight Louie, is 

nearing the end of his alphabetically titled mystery series, with 

Cat in a White Tie and Tails arriving in paperback July 3 and 

his new hardcover, Cat in an Alien X-Ray, due August 6. Yes, 

aliens may be visiting the Las Vegas Strip, and this time they 

aren’t Elvis imitators!  

Carole is converting the first twelve novels of the series to 

eBook format. Since the first two titles, Catnap and Pussyfoot, 

weren’t part of the alphabet format, Catnap will be retitled Cat 

in an Alphabet Soup and Pussyfoot will be Cat in an Aqua 

Storm, linking to Cat on a Blue Monday, etc.  

Carole has also published in trade paperback and eBook 

two of her Midnight Louie Muse 

MedallionTM award-winning stories. 

The Once Upon a Midnight Noir   

collection also includes tales about her urban fantasy heroine, 

Delilah Street, in a supernatural Las Vegas, one where she   

detects with Louie.  

Carole was recently inducted into the Texas Hall of       

Literary Fame. Kudos to Carole! 

CWA President Susan Ewing reports that the local 

community college has asked her to teach a series 

of continuing education classes on pets in the fall. The 

first one will be on cats, with Su’s Muse MedallionTM-

winning cat flash cards as the text. Cats! Train Your 

Owner: 50 Feline Training Flash Cards was published 

in 2008. Su’s response to the teaching invitation: “Way 

too much fun.” 

Patricia Fry’s 
38th book – and her 

first book of fiction – 

has been released. It 

is Catnapped, a 

Klepto Cat Mystery.     

CWA member Bernadette 

Kazmarski designed the 

cover – take a look at http://

amzn.to/14OCk0W. The 

book is out on Kindle only. 

For $2.99 you can load it on 

your Kindle and treat    

yourself to a charming story 

of intrigue, mystery, murder, 

hilarity, romance, and lots of 

kitty cat energy. Patricia is a well-known author and consultant 

and the executive director of SPAWN (Small Publishers,     

Artists and Writers Network) (www.spawn.org). Check out her 

website at www.patriciafry.com. 

 

 

 

http://www.darlenearden.com/
http://www.henrysworld.org
http://www.catbehaviorassociates.com/my-cats-story-video-contest-winner-announced/
http://www.catbehaviorassociates.com/my-cats-story-video-contest-winner-announced/
http://amzn.to/14OCk0W
http://amzn.to/14OCk0W
http://www.spawn.org
http://www.patriciafry.com
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Barbara Florio Graham has  

added a Quick Reads page to her   

website. It contains book covers,    

brief descriptions, and web links for a 

variety of books written by members 

of Bobbi’s Private List. The first book, 

of course, is Prose to Go: Tales from a 

Private List, which Bobbi helped put 

together. She contributed three of the 

34 stories and served as managing  

editor. You can see the page at                     

http://www.SimonTeakettle.com/quickreads.htm. 

Catherine (Cat) Holm’s memoir Driving with Cats: Ours 

for a Short Time (North Star Press of St. Cloud, ISBN 978-0-

87839-688-7) came into print 

on June 1, 2013. She had long 

dreamed of creating a book 

that would capture life, love, 

and the human/animal-

companion bond. Cover blurbs 

include the following (by Joe 

Maiolo and Cathy Unruh): 

“This book goes beyond the 

animal companions of the  

author: from the family the 

cats complete, to the spiritual, 

the aesthetic, and the end-of-

life mystery” and “A road map 

for the emotional journey of 

life – and death – with animal 

companions. Heartfelt,       

personal and at times profound, Driving with Cats steers us 

toward living consciously, loving unconditionally, and       

absorbing what other animals appear to know instinctively: 

this moment matters. Be in it.” Driving with Cats is available 

online, at bookstores, and at                

http://www.catherineholm.com/and    

http://www.northstarpress.com/. See it on 

Amazon at Driving with Cats: Ours for a 

Short Time.  

Lonnie Hull DuPont’s The Cat in the 

Window – and Other Stories of the Cats 

We Love, a new collection of true and   

uplifting stories of cats, will be published 

in fall 2013 by Revell, a division of Baker 

Publishing Group. Compiled by CWA 

newbie Lonnie Hull DuPont under her 

pseudonym of Callie Smith Grant, the book 

includes some stories written or ghosted by 

her as well as heartwarming offerings from 

many other writers, including CWA’s own 

Dusty Rainbolt. Lonnie’s previous Callie 

Smith Grant anthologies, still in print, are 

A Dickens of a Cat, The Dog Next Door, 

and most recently A Prince among 

Dogs. Copies of The Cat in the Window will be available at 

the CWA Conference this fall. 

Mary Lowd’s new book Otters In Space II: Jupiter, 

Deadly will be out in early July. Here’s a link you’ll want to 

see: http://www.furaffinity.net/full/10730900/. This book is 

the sequel to Mary’s first novel, Otters In Space. Despite the 

title, both books star a tabby cat named Kipper. In the sequel, 

she’s involved in some pretty serious space adventures! Says 

Mary: “I’m really excited!” You can contact Mary at 

mary.lowd@gmail.com. 

PETroglyphs Editor Nancy Marano won four awards     

in the 2013 New Mexico Press Women’s Communication 

Contest. Nancy received two 1st Place awards. One was for 

the Personality Profile category, for the piece “Samantha   

Martin: The Making of an Animal Trainer.” The other 1st 

Place award was for Columns-General for her Cat Chat      

articles “Adopted Cats Equal Happy Cats” and “A Rock’n Cat 

Good Time – The Amazing Acro-Cats and Rock Cats.” Nancy 

also received a 2nd Place award in Feature Story, Online   

Publications for “TNR Is a Success in Albuquerque” and an 

Honorable Mention in Feature Story, Newsletter for “Internet 

Help for Lost and Found Pets.” Congratulations, Nancy! 

Fran Pennock Shaw raised $200 for two small Lancaster 

County, PA, cat rescues by selling autographed copies of her 

book Gotta Love Cats during three days of fundraising events 

sponsored by Lancaster CARES (Coalition for Animal Rescue 

Education and Services). The book signing and other events in 

May supported individuals and groups that help cats, dogs, 

birds, horses, and reptiles.   

Amy D. Shojai has “Kindle-ized” a number of her     

backlist books and has been asked to speak on DIY Ebooks at 

a number of writer conferences including OWFI, Kansas City 

and most recently BlogPaws. She will present this information 

again at the CWA conference this fall!! For those wanting to 

study in the privacy of their homes, Amy did a 90-minute   

webinar Powerpoint presentation (complete with cute pet pix!) 

this month. The description: “Ebooks for Writers is designed 

for beginning or experienced writers who  

are new to “indie” publishing, scared to take 

the plunge but frustrated by the state of   

publishing. This seminar… answers your 

questions and gives you a life-preserver      

to keep you afloat as you dive off the        

self-publishing cliff.” A peek at the content 

is found here: http://wanaintl.com/event-

registration/?ee=148. Can’t wait to hear 

about all this at our conference! 

 

(continued) 

 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

CWA Treasurer Allene Tartaglia 

has a new cell phone number:  

352-615-6040.  

 

BITS  

&  

BYTES 
(continued) 

http://www.simonteakettle.com/quickreads.htm
http://www.catherineholm.com/
http://www.northstarpress.com/
http://www.amazon.com/Driving-Cats-Ours-Short-Time/dp/0878396888/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1369752505&sr=1-1&keywords=driving+with+cats+ours+for+a+short+timeC:/Users/Owner/Documents/My%20Data%20Sources
http://www.amazon.com/Driving-Cats-Ours-Short-Time/dp/0878396888/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1369752505&sr=1-1&keywords=driving+with+cats+ours+for+a+short+timeC:/Users/Owner/Documents/My%20Data%20Sources
http://www.furaffinity.net/full/10730900/
mailto:mary.lowd@gmail.com
http://www.petroglyphsnm.org/newsletters/spring_2011/cat_chat_bill_nelson_cat_whisperer.html
http://www.lancastercares.org/
http://wanaintl.com/event-registration/?ee=148
http://wanaintl.com/event-registration/?ee=148
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Amy Shojai presented a workshop 

called The Reinvented Writer at the 

OWFI.org annual conference this spring 

and later offered it as a webinar. The  

Reinvented Writer workshop helped 

newer writers avoid mistakes, and      

established authors (especially those 

“traditionally” published) to reevaluate, 

re-energize, and re-emerge stronger than 

ever in the always-changing “new 

world” of publishing. Amy included tips 

on how to “brand” yourself; the benefits of collaboration; ways 

to build “tribes” and why you should; how to leverage nonfic-

tion to transition into fiction; ways to create diverse revenue 

streams; and how to use multiple platforms (blogs, YouTube, 

kindle, POD, audiobooks, and more) to build your audience and 

career. Amy’s title has become the theme of our fall CWA  

writers’ conference. It will be a great one! 

Margie Yee Webb shares that at the California State Fair 

one can indulge in corn dogs, caramel apples, funnel cakes, 

beignets, books, deep-fried artichoke hearts, chocolate-covered 

bacon and… books?! Yes, books!! The California Authors 

Booth is one of the exhibits at the “BIG FUN” event scheduled 

from July 12-28, 2013, at Cal Expo in Sacramento. Margie will 

be signing her gift book, Cat Mulan’s Mindful Musings: Insight 

and Inspiration for a Wonderful Life, along with New York 

Times Bestselling Author Brenda Novak, Cindy Sample, Kiyo 

Sato and Naida West, who are among those participating. Go to 

http://www.bridgehousebooks.com/events/statefair2013.htm for 

the complete schedule of authors. The State Fair provides    

entertainment and education to inspire the young and young    

at heart. See http://www.bigfun.org/. If you find yourself in the 

neighborhood, visit the State Fair and stop by the California 

Authors Booth for a treat! ♥ 
 

BITS  

&  

BYTES 
(continued) 

 

BLOGPAWS 2013 Contest Winners 
 

CWA members were among the 12 big winners at the BlogPaws Pet Blogging and Social Media Conference held 

last month in Tysons Corner, VA. Amy Shojai’s comment at http://amyshojai.com/2013/05/20/monday-mentions-

blogpaws-cat-font-fun-writer-icity/: “Don’t know anywhere else you can get this level of social media/blogging       

expertise and share the your lunch table with a dog...or cat...or ferret, bunny, etc. Oh, and the sponsors ROCKED!” 

Several additional CWA members were finalists in the BlogPaws contest, and our Steve Dale was the conference    

keynote speaker. Congratulations to our CWA winners! We’ve got talent! 
 

Winner for Best Meow Blog: Karen Nichols for Mousebreath 

Winner for Best Humor Blog: Angie Bailey for Catladyland 

Winner for Best Blog Video: Karen Nichols for Mousebreath: “The Ferris Wheel for Cat Poop” 

Winner for Best Twitter Design: Debbie Glovatsky for @WafflesTooKitty  

© Allia Zobel 

Nolan, all rights 

reserved, from 

 I’D RATHER    

BE A CAT  

Thomas Mahoney, a new professional member of CWA, informed us via CWA-Prolist that he wants some input from members.           

“I joined this organization to learn of new outlets for my creative writing efforts involving cats. In the last year-and-a-half I have been     

a fairly regular contributor to the Cat Fancy and I Love Cats magazines but they can only publish so much of my work. Consequently,     

I am looking for new avenues of expression via magazines, blogging, etc. Any suggestions would be welcome (especially for newbies 

like myself!). Thanks to all!” Contact Thomas at tpmahoneyjr@yahoo.com.  

http://www.bridgehousebooks.com/events/statefair2013.htm
http://www.bigfun.org/
http://amyshojai.com/2013/05/20/monday-mentions-blogpaws-cat-font-fun-writer-icity/
http://amyshojai.com/2013/05/20/monday-mentions-blogpaws-cat-font-fun-writer-icity/
http://mousebreath.com
http://catladyland.net
http://mousebreath.com/2012/10/the-ferris-wheel-for-cat-poop-video/
https://twitter.com/WafflesTooKitty
mailto:tpmahoneyjr@yahoo.com
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WELCOME 
MAT 

NEW MEMBERS [member numbers in brackets] 

 

Sell More Books 

Amazon is not your only option for book sales. Target your      

cat-loving audience directly by selling your books through OldMaid-

CatLady.com! You’ll find lots of CWA members’ books there. 

OldMaidCatLady.com (OMCL) is an online-only store for cats 

and cat lovers. CWA member Lynn Thompson founded the site in 

2010 after having trouble finding products for her own cats in        

dog-centric pet supply stores. OMCL is a one-stop shop offering  

everything an ailurophile could possibly want. 

This includes almost 1,000 books, movies, and CDs about cats. 

Most come from Baker & Taylor. “Increasingly, however,” says 

Lynn, “authors are not selling their books through the traditional 

channels. Baker & Taylor used to be the comprehensive source for 

books. They still carry a lot, but many more authors now self publish. 

Those titles aren’t automatically available from B&T, so I need to 

know where to get them.” 

Visit the site at www.oldmaidcatlady.com, or e-mail Lynn     

directly about new releases at oldmaidcatlady@gmail.com. 

Nestlé Purina PetCare Company to Aquire Petfinder 
Nestlé Purina PetCare Company announced this month that it  

has signed a Purchase Agreement to buy Petfinder, the largest online 

pet adoption website, from Discovery Communications LLC. This 

strategic transaction, Nestlé’s first major acquisition of a digital  

property, will allow Nestlé Purina to broaden its support for pet    

welfare organizations and strengthen its role as a leading provider    

of online pet-related information.  

The Petfinder website reaches a large and engaged audience of 

animal lovers and pet owners across the United States, Canada, and 

Mexico, achieving more than 100 million visits each year. Nestlé 

Purina PetCare Company aims to enrich and add value for the site’s 

pet-loving visitors, while the on-line space offers the company a   

digital and mobile platform to engage with a growing group of   

highly involved pet consumers.  

Petfinder has been a leader in the animal welfare movement,  

culminating in more than 22 million adoptions since the site’s   

founding in 1996. The site also is an all-inclusive resource guide     

for how to select the right family pet and build a successful, lifelong 

relationship. 

Nestlé Purina PetCare Company promotes responsible pet care, 

community involvement, and the positive bond between people and 

their pets. Annually, the company invests more than $30 million in 

pet welfare and pet communities, and touches more than 2 million 

pets in pet welfare organizations through programs such as Purina 

Pets for People, Purina Pro Plan Rally to Rescue, and the Purina ONE 

Shelter Pet Program. A premiere global manufacturer of pet products, 

Nestlé Purina PetCare Company is part of Swiss-based Nestlé S.A., a 

global leader in nutrition, health, and wellness.  

 

A Way to Garner More Book Reviews, from Amy Shojai 

“Thought I’d share this new option for garnering book reviews – 

sort of like NetGalley.com that publishers use but for individual   

authors.” Amy’s book ComPETability:Solving Behavioral Problems 

in Your Multi-Dog Household was listed and free for 20 days for 

folks willing to offer an honest review. She suggests that you check 

out StoryCartel.com to see if this service might be a match for your 

next book. “It worked GREAT for my thriller Lost and Found,” Amy 

says. Want free books? Go to www.storycartel.com to find dozens of 

new books, all free in exchange for your honest review. Story Cartel, 

2813 Shades Valley Lane, Gainesville, GA 30501.  

 

PetPR.com Re-Launches with Improved News Distribution and 

Editorial Services for Pet and Veterinary Businesses 

PetPR.com (http://www.PetPR.com) markets itself as the only 

news distribution and editorial service dedicated exclusively to the 

needs of the pet and veterinary industry. PetPR.com’s fee-based press 

release distribution service delivers news directly to pet media,     

journalists and bloggers, and free press releases can be uploaded       

to the PetPR.com Newsroom reaching journalists and industry      

professionals who have opted in to receive the latest pet and          

veterinary news. PetPR.com offers cost-effective communication 

tools for pet and veterinary businesses, bringing their news to the 

media who cover pet-related stories, features and blogs. To learn 

more about PetPR.com, visit the website at www.PetPR.com or    

connect on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/PetPR) or Twitter 

(https://twitter.com/PetPR). Read the press release at http://

www.petpr.com/news/petpr-com-re-launches-with-improved-news-

distribution-and-editorial-services-for-pet-and-veterinary-businesses/.   

~ Submitted by CWA’s Kristen Levine, 877-70-FETCH, Ext. 102, 

http://www.kristenlevine.com.  

 

Fran Shaw shared a couple of links she has received, in case you 

want to follow up with a webinar or a submission. Be sure to check  

them out for yourself. The first is from Writer’s Digest: http://

www.writersdigestshop.com/live-webinars#.UZDy_V1. The         

second is from Rob Tucker, who recently founded a website called 

ReadWave (www.readwave.com) for people who love to write short 

stories. He said: “We now have around 100,000 readers who read a 

story each month on ReadWave. When you upload a story to the site 

our editorial team will check it out, and if they like it we’ll put it up 

on the homepage, or send it out as a Story of the Week. At the end of 

the year we publish a Short Story Anthology of all the best stories, 

available in print and digital. I’m inquiring to ask whether you or 

your group members at the Cat Writers’ Association would be      

interested in sharing your short stories through ReadWave.” ♥ 

 

 

MEMBER & MARKET 

NEWS 

 

We have no new members to report in this issue, but several 

memberships are pending. Everybody, please get cracking 

and recruit some new members. They will get the benefits 

we all enjoy as members of the Cat Writers’ Association,  

and you will be in the running for the Central Garden &   

Pet/Comfort Zone® with Feliway® Membership Bounty 

Prize! The $500 prize, awarded to the CWA member who 

recruits the most new members during the year, is graciously 

provided by Central Garden & Pet /Comfort Zone® with 

Feliway®. Last year’s winner was Dusty Rainbolt. Come on, 

everybody, get busy recruiting! Help yourself and CWA! 

http://www.oldmaidcatlady.com/
http://www.oldmaidcatlady.com/
http://www.oldmaidcatlady.com/
mailto:oldmaidcatlady@gmail.com
http://www.storycartel.com
http://www.petpr.com/
http://www.petpr.com/newsroom/
http://www.PetPR.com
https://www.facebook.com/PetPR
https://twitter.com/PetPR
http://www.petpr.com/news/petpr-com-re-launches-with-improved-news-distribution-and-editorial-services-for-pet-and-veterinary-businesses/
http://www.petpr.com/news/petpr-com-re-launches-with-improved-news-distribution-and-editorial-services-for-pet-and-veterinary-businesses/
http://www.petpr.com/news/petpr-com-re-launches-with-improved-news-distribution-and-editorial-services-for-pet-and-veterinary-businesses/
http://www.kristenlevine.com
http://www.writersdigestshop.com/live-webinars#.UZDy_V1
http://www.writersdigestshop.com/live-webinars#.UZDy_V1
http://www.readwave.com
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August 15, 2012, marked the beginning of a yearlong 

birthday party for Julia Child, who would have been 100 on 

that day. To help celebrate, my co-author, Terry Burson, and   

I wrote Julia’s Cats: Julia Child’s Life in the Company of Cats 

(Abrams, 2012), a biography that reveals, for the first time,  

the secret ingredient in Julia’s irrepressible joie de vivre:      

pussycats, or as she called them, in her unique, improvised 

French: poussiequettes. 

As longtime Julia fans, 

we’d always been curious 

about this unlikely        

revolutionary who changed 

the way America eats and 

thinks about food. Our  

journey from inspiration to 

publication began when 

Terry spotted a black-and-

white photo of a beaming 

Julia holding a kitten on her 

lap in her Paris apartment in 

1950. As longtime cat fans, 

we knew a key aspect of the 

French Chef’s charmed life 

had been overlooked by 

other biographers, so we 

dug deeper into Julia’s   

collection of letters and 

photos at Harvard’s 

Schlesinger Library and 

soon realized Julia’s life 

story wouldn’t be complete 

without Julia’s cats. 

We talked with family 

and friends who were happy 

to recall their favorite Julia 

stories. One told us Julia 

confided late in life that if 

she hadn’t discovered a  

passion for French food, she 

would have become a feline 

vet. Another close friend 

was unequivocal: “If you 

didn’t know Julia loved 

cats, you didn’t know Julia.” A family member gave us our 

most treasured endorsement, “Julia would have loved this!”  

 We worked with expert librarians and it was easy to tell 

which ones loved cats. Every so often a surprise would appear 

– pure catnip for researchers like us – treasures from the     

archive we didn’t even know existed, including letters bearing 

imprints from Julia’s large collection of rubber cat stamps.  

She and her husband, Paul, wrote home from Paris and 

other European postings almost every day, and it was a joy to 

read her words in her distinctive loopy hand on the crinkly 

blue airmail paper. As a 36-year old newlywed in Paris, she 

wrote that her life truly began when she discovered her life’s 

passions – for Paul, French 

food, and pussycats. We 

could almost hear her      

falsetto warble as she    

rhapsodized about the view 

outside her Paris window, 

the tastes and smells of her 

adopted city, and her joy at 

finding her true calling.  

And of course, we were  

delighted to find detailed 

accounts of the latest      

mischief of her first cat,  

Minette, who came to catch 

mice, but captured Julia and 

Paul’s hearts forever. Julia 

describes her as a “sly, gay, 

mud-and-cream colored 

little thing” devouring a 

fresh batch of chicken    

tartelettes set out to cool 

and depriving Paul of his 

lunch; bestowing love bites 

when Julia and her sister 

practiced speaking French 

too enthusiastically;        

and snatching a potato, 

bouncing it down the stairs, 

carrying it up again, and 

repeating endlessly.  

Julia’s Cats follows          

the whole parade of      

poussiequettes that padded 

through Julia’s kitchens in 

Marseille, Provence,     

Cambridge, MA, and Santa 

Barbara, CA, where she died four days shy of her 92nd      

birthday with her last kitten, Minou, curled up in his           

customary spot, on the right side of her pillow. Minou kept 

watch throughout the night as Julia’s charmed life ebbed 

away, where she said it all began – in the company of cats. ♥ 

Discovering Julia Child’s Passion for Pussycats 
By Patricia Barey  

ABOUT THE AUTHORS: Patricia Barey and Therese Burson are writers and filmmakers who own an award-winning media company. Ardent 
fans of Julia Child, they discovered she had a passion for pussycats and a recipe for living the good life: find something you love and do it 
every day. For these two authors, that something was writing about Julia and her cats. Contact them at juliascatsbook@gmail.com.  

 PHOTO:  Julia's Cats, Julia Child's Life in the Company of Cats (Abrams, 2012)  

 

 

mailto:juliascatsbook@gmail.com
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 I don’t know if I could have lived through the recent death 

of Carolyn, my best friend of 29 years, if not for two beloved 

kitties who paved the way and whose deaths acquainted me 

with the architecture of grief: Turtleman in 2009, Sonny Gray 

in 2011.  

This is how it begins: a 

squeezing, sickening tug in the 

gut that, if allowed to continue, 

will sink me to my knees.   

The only way to stop its      

progression is by taking deep, 

labored breaths. My spine goes 

rigid, I’m afraid to move. It 

can’t be true. Maybe if I don’t 

move it won’t be true. Maybe 

if I stick to this spot right here 

it won’t be true.  

But then, somehow,       

the dreaded words sink in: 

“Turtleman’s cancer has     

returned. Surgery won’t help.” 

“Sonny Gray is old, his       

kidneys are failing.” “Carolyn 

died this morning.” 

The sharp intake of breath, 

the dizzy near-swoon, the 

tears, unattended by relief. 

And later, the panic of      

nothingness that swoops in at 

3:00 in the morning. The    

kitties are gone. Carolyn’s 

gone, and there’s nothing I  

can do. Nothing. My cherished 

longing to fix things thwarted.  

More tears, fought back at first. If I cry, it’s real; if I 

don’t, it’s not. I light a candle next to their photos. I say aloud 

how sorry I am, so very sorry, over and over and over again. I 

hope they hear me. I listen for a sign.  

The fiercest element of grief is the void. No more       

cuddles with Turtleman during his treasured bedtime ritual 

with his Daddy Steve and me, his Mommy. Ten years of   

conversations between us about our beloved boy, no more. 

Our home is now an empty pit of sorrow. 

No more sweet greetings from Sonny Gray during my 

rounds at the homeless cat colony I’ve cared for these past  

17 years. No more giving into his demands that I pet and talk 

with him before he will eat. No more loving rubs against my 

leg. No more. 

Those darling boys gave me more in the way of love and 

fun when they were alive than I could ever hope to repay.  Los-

ing them initiated me into the tribe of mourners, smacked me 

down into the ways of grief.  

After each loss, I went       

to bed for hours and read my 

favorite thrillers. I cried with 

Steve as we held their photos. 

We lit candle after candle and 

talked about the good times. 

“Remember how Turtleman 

used to snuggle between us on 

the bed and extend his paw out 

to me?” “Remember how 

Sonny Gray didn’t like to eat 

until we listened to his stories 

and petted him?”  

When Carolyn died last 

year, I was already familiar 

with the contours of heartache. 

I took solace from my furry 

boys whose passing taught me 

well.  

Before she died, I sat at 

Carolyn’s bedside, holding her 

hand, telling my comatose 

friend how much I loved her. 

Her adult children and I      

consoled each other in the   

exchange of sweet and amusing 

stories about our dear Carolyn.  

Later, at 

home, I lit a candle 

by her photo and 

took to my bed to 

read a thriller I had 

just gotten for her. 

She’d think that 

was funny.  

Turtleman, 

Sonny Gray, and 

now Carolyn: 

locked in my heart 

forever. ♥ 

♥ 

LOCKED IN MY HEART FOREVER 
BY ROSIE SORENSON  

Rosie Sorenson, MA, MFT, is the Award-winning author of They Had Me at 
Meow: Tails of Love from the Homeless Cats of Buster Hollow. See her website 

www.theyhadmeatmeow.com. ARTICLE & PHOTOS © Rosie Sorenson. 

 

ABOVE:  
ROSIE SORENSON 

AND TURTLEMAN 
BELOW:  

SONNY GRAY 

http://www.theyhadmeatmeow.com/
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When CWA members photographer Bob Walker and his wife 

Frances Mooney moved into their San Diego home in 1986, they 

decided to fix it up — for their 10 cats. 

Over the years, the couple has constructed a floor-to-ceiling   

scratching post, complete with connecting beams that allow their        

cats to wander and play throughout most of the house. And the        

cats immediately took to their new setup, preferring their private      

playground above to the floor below. 

Now Bob and Frances are moving on from the home they’ve  

constructed for their cats, leaving behind the colorful beams and bars 

for a new abode in Washington, D.C., that will someday contain  

similar catwalks. 

In light of the move, they’ve repainted the formerly bright house 

back to neutral white, but the structures remain intact, just waiting for 

a new brood to start scratching, clawing, and climbing them. 

               ~ Reported by Sandy Robins for Today.com 

 

A Sonnet to My Inspiration  

for GOTTA LOVE CATS! 

 

“The fog comes on little cat feet,”  

goes Carl Sandburg’s poem,  

but he didn’t relate the feline’s feat 

and CATtributes (once you know 'em). 

A cat's soft and stealthy like the mist,  

but warm as the summer's breeze;  

sugar and spice, with a lemon twist,  

strong-willed but willing to please. 

Sometimes timid, sometimes bold,  

funny and yet serious;  

acting kittenish, or wise and old,  

knowable yet mysterious. 

He is ALL of that —   

the adorable, un-ignorable cat!  

 
  ~ Fran Pennock Shaw 
 

                                              WILLOW      PHOTO © FRAN PENNOCK SHAW 

The Famous Cats’ House Is for Sale 

http://www.thecatshouse.com/#s=0&mi=1&pt=0&pi=1&p=-1&a=0&at=0
http://www.thecatshouse.com/#s=0&mi=1&pt=0&pi=1&p=-1&a=0&at=0
http://www.today.com/pets/catwalk-couple-sell-home-transformed-cat-playground-6C10244870
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Writers are, by nature, independent and solitary. Some are sociable and meet friends frequently to exchange ideas and banter. 

But speaking in front of an audience is not usually something we relish. 

Speaking in public is at the top of most human fears, and many writers dread an invitation to give a reading or presentation. 

Others are eager to accept, but they probably shouldn’t! How many of us have squirmed in embarrassment as we watched a   

respected author mumble, stumble, shift, and sway in front of a microphone? 

Even celebrities often appear uncomfortable in these situations, and are poorly prepared. Actor Matthew Broderick, for example, 

an award-winner for both stage and screen appearances and the husband of Sarah Jessica Parker, appeared recently on a TV talk 

show wearing white socks with a dark suit. Did nobody tell him the lower half of his body would be visible during the interview? I 

don’t know about other viewers, but I was so distracted by the white socks that I didn’t hear a thing he said.  

Yes, how you dress is crucial. If you want to be taken seriously, you have to look like the professional you are.  

That means no T-shirts and jeans. Women have to be careful about skirts that are too short to sit comfortably, men need to check 

the bottoms of their shoes (which are much more visible when you’re sitting above the audience) and wear dark socks that stay up.  

The ridiculous height of women’s heels is a new hazard to avoid. You need to wear shoes that are comfortable so you can mount 

stairs or walk across the platform without stumbling and stand without shifting from one aching foot to the other. 

Posture is important because it affects not only your appearance, but also your voice. Practice standing and sitting up straight. 

When you lift your chest away from your waist and square your shoulders, it gives your lungs room to take deep breaths and        

produce a strong voice. 

When your chin sinks into your chest, your throat collapses. For this reason, you need to keep anything you’re reading up high 

enough so that you can look up, not down to your lap. 

There are four tips I give to anyone who comes to me for coaching before a speech or other presentation.  

 

1. PREPARE. Try on the clothing you plan to wear, walk around the house and up stairs in those shoes, check your appearance 

in a three-way mirror, both standing and sitting. Select what you plan to read or say, then print everything in a large font and paste 

onto 4x6 cards.  

2. REVISE. Writing for print and writing for the ear are different. You may have to amend your printed material to shorten  

sentences, eliminate extra words and even entire paragraphs so that you end up with an engaging excerpt that is clear and pleasing  

to the listener. Revise speeches or other presentations the same way.  

3. FORMAT. Broadcasters print their scripts with one short phrase per line. Remove all the commas, then use the end of the 

line to show you where to pause, inserting parentheses instead of commas when you want to lower your voice to indicate an “aside.” 

Keep paragraphs together, even if it means one card contains just a few sentences. Break other paragraphs logically on two cards. 

Before you tape your script on cards, read it aloud so you can discover any problems. These may include overly long sentences 

or difficult words. Don’t hesitate to change these words to simpler ones. It’s a wise idea to rewrite anything that is hard to            

pronounce. Don’t give yourself tongue-twisters! 

Also mark up your script to remind you how to pronounce key words or names you don’t want to change. Underline phrases  

you want to emphasize with your voice. And use an old actors’ trick and flag important words or phrases by inserting a dash on   

either side. This will remind you to pause slightly before saying that word or phrase, a sure way to draw audience attention. 

4. REHEARSE. Your first rehearsal needs to be with a tape recorder. Listen to the tape not for content, but for voice level     

and diction. Two mistakes non-professionals make are to drop your voice at the end of a sentence and to drop final consonants. 

These can be corrected with practice.                                                        

Be careful about poor diction. Make sure you don’t pronounce “picture” as “pitcher,” or “probably” as “probally.” Dropping 

final consonants is very common. Listen for how frequently you hear someone say “ply” for “plight,” “blah” for “blob,” “ray” for 

“rake.” Practice over-emphasizing consonants at first, to get in the habit of putting your tongue in the proper position.  

If you can enlist a friend to videotape a rehearsal, that will show you exactly what needs to be corrected. Watch the tape once 

with the sound off, paying attention just to body language and any distracting habits. One advantage of having cards in your hands  

is that you’re less likely to fiddle with your hair or your clothing. If you’ll be speaking without a podium, you need to tape yourself 

sitting in front of the camera.  

Ask your friend to give you an honest critique, so you can correct any problems. You can’t rehearse too much. Go over those 

cards so many times you have pretty much memorized every phrase. 

 

This is your big chance to make a great impression. Don’t blow it. ♥ 

Barbara Florio Graham is the author of Five Fast Steps to Better Writing, Five Fast Steps to Low-Cost Publicity, and Mewsings/Musings,  

co-authored with her celebrity cat, Simon Teakettle. Their popular website is http://www.simonteakettle.com/. 

Are You Too Shy to Succeed? Learn to Present Yourself! 
By Barbara Florio Graham  

http://www.simonteakettle.com/
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Recently I read a cute tome, The Complete Book of Aunts 

by Rupert Christiansen with Beth Brophy. Mothering aunts, 

heroic aunts, eccentric aunts, literary aunts, fairy-tale aunts – 

they were all there, along with a Short History of the Aunt and 

a Good Aunt Guide. One important category was overlooked – 

feline aunts. More on this important subject later. 

I already had aunts very much on my mind because my 

cherished Aunt Jane – my father’s sister 

who wrote the first letter to me when I 

was in the cradle and was devoted to 

me ever after – had been ill and was 

approaching her time of transition to 

spirit.  

A month before she died, I saw her. 

Though her body was very frail, her 

mind was strong that day, and we had a 

good visit. “My precious darling niece 

Karen,” she said. – “My kindly old 

Aunt Jane,” I replied (that was a joke 

we shared). That day Aunt Jane and my 

mom, her lifelong chum, sang a ditty 

recalled from grade school days, when 

they warbled together in a school play: 

“I’m just a little prairie flower, getting 

wilder by the hour…. Give me a date in 

a Ford V-8 with a   rumble seat for two, 

and let me wahoo, wahoo, wahoo….” 

Smiles and laughs. Love and warmth 

and gratitude. Memories to carry in 

one’s heart forever. 

My aunt was all of the enchanting auntie types this book 

discussed, neatly rolled into one – she was one in a million.  

Aunt Jane was close to my mother and my father. They let 

me spend a couple of weeks every summer in Dallas, and later 

in Houston, with Aunt Jane and her sweet genius husband,  

Delmar. He had served as a World War II glider pilot and    

president of the Houston Patent Bar. Del was the perfect 

straight man for his witty, vivacious, incredibly beautiful wife. 

Aunt Jane showed me “big city” life. She took me to fine 

restaurants, concerts, the state fair, and historical monuments. 

Unlike my other relatives who spoke with a Texas twang, Aunt 

Jane had changed her accent. She looked, dressed, sounded, 

and acted like the epitome of sophistication, like the great lady 

she was. I wanted to be like her!  

Aunt Jane’s imagination was vivid, transforming everyday 

encounters into adventures. To the annoyance of her siblings, 

she always talked about the farmhouse where she grew up with 

eight brothers and sisters as if had been a castle. One day our 

family went to see it – a drafty, two-room shack out on the 

dusty Texas plain. Never mind, in Aunt Jane’s tales it was still 

a castle and by rights she should have been a queen. 

Though grounded in reality, she could not suppress her 

creative urge. Fantastical stories, drama, painting, buying and 

selling fine art, decorating her home – she loved all that. No 

doubt Del helped her keep one foot on the ground, though she 

possessed real talent as an art dealer and realtor. After all, she 

had started earning a living as a teenager, when she left that 

West Texas farm-castle for the big city.  

It’s a rare photo that shows Aunt Jane posing sedately. In 

most photos of her, she’s clowning, showing off, pretending, or 

trying to make somebody laugh. Jane and Del could tell jokes 

all day and never tire of it. My aunt lived large, loved large, and 

made life interesting and fun for everyone who knew her.  

She gave me wise advice in a letter she wrote nearly 40 

years ago: “Be good to yourself and be happy.” She once 

wrote, “My art class has made me more aware of the beauty of 

simply being still and looking at a tree 

and nature.” She taught me to pray four 

words and really mean them: “Thy will 

be done.” Her guidance led to my    

constant meditation on the deep     

meaning every single word can convey. 

Back to Christiansen’s book and the 

missing topic of cat aunts. Many of us 

cat lovers play “auntie” to kitties –   

foster cats, friends’ cats – just about any 

cat who needs a little extra attention.  

Surely, being a cat aunt is great fun 

for cat lovers. Kitties never snicker at 

your eccentricities, and they don’t    

forget about you when they grow up. 

Cats are always ready for a romp, a  

cuddle, or a special ear tickle that 

Auntie knows how to do. Only Auntie 

may clip their claws with no fuss. 

Auntie knows the best treats and toys 

and she brings gifts. Auntie knows most 

comforting words to say. Kittens and 

cats respond to all these treasured gifts 

with purrs of kitty love, sometimes making their moms and 

dads envious! Cats adore Auntie –  she can do no wrong.  

According to this little book on aunts, aunthood as an    

important role 

seems to have 

come into fashion 

in the past couple 

of centuries. Aunt 

Jane and I made 

the most of it, and 

I’ll continue to be 

a doting cat 

auntie as long as 

the cats – and 

their parents – 

will let me! ♥ 

The Cat’s MEOW 

By Meow Editor Karen Payne 

The Joys of (Cat) Aunthood 

Aunt Jane, here with Delmar, planned a trip so our families 
could enjoy the spectacular autumn scenery of New England.  

For the past 17 years, Aunt Jane ended every phone call 
with “My obeisance to the Countess,” my beloved cat.  

She loved me AND she loved my cats! Purrs! 

 

 

See MEOW Online!  
Go to www.catwriters.org/member-logon.html and 

type in member and the password cwa2009w 

http://www.catwriters.org/member-logon.html


~ Heartfelt thanks to the generous sponsors who make our CWA Contest possible ~  

~ Special thanks to our generous MEOW contributors ~ 

CAT WRITERS’ ASSOCIATION 

P.O. Box 430784 

Miami, FL 33243-0784 

Summer 2013 

Vol. XXI, No. 3 

 

First Class 

URGENT Deadlines! 
   2013 article deadlines for MEOW 

Fall issue — September 3 
 

Conference Dates!! 
October 31-November 2, Dallas, TX 
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Must be postmarked by July 1st  

(Details on pages 3-13) 

 

2013 CWA Contest  
Entry Deadline!!!!  

 
Must be postmarked by July 1st 

NO EXCEPTIONS!  
 

Contest details are found on pages 3-13  
of this issue of MEOW.      

Get the latest information about new contest  
categories. Read the contest rules. Sign up  
to be a contest judge. Fill out entry forms,  

and get your entries ready to mail to 
 

 

CWA Members, please note! If you want your achievements and 

news to appear in MEOW, send them to me via email in suitable 

format (120-150 words maximum). Submissions will be accepted 

until the published deadline; however, please don’t wait. Submit  

as soon as possible and make my task easier! Thank you. — Ed. 
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