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 The excitement is building – and now is the time to make your decision to attend the 16th Annual CWA  
Writers’ Conference November 19-22 in White Plains, NewYork. You won’t want to miss this historic CWA  
conference event, so book early and be there! 
 This year, we’ll be exploring a new hotel venue and a new town that’s only minutes away from New 
York City – and we have a new show partner, the Westchester Cat Show (www.westchester-feline.org), a 
TICA event held November 21-22 (Saturday and Sunday) at the Westchester County Center. 
 Our CWA conference committee is pulling together an outstanding lineup of speakers and seminars. 
We have a number of brand-new contest categories, and New York City editors and agents will be invited to 
our conference for the first time. This humdinger of an event will be the cat’s whiskers, no less! 
 We will be housed at the Crowne Plaza White Plains Hotel, 66 Hale Avenue, White Plains, NY 10601. 
Our special room rate is $119 per night plus tax (currently 11.125 percent) for 1-2 person occupancy. Call 914-
682-0050 or 800-227-6963 and ask for the CWA room rate, or reserve online by going to the web site 
www.crowneplaza.com\whiteplainsny. Enter group code IWA under “check availability”on the left of the 
screen. We are listed under the name “International Cat Writers’ Association.” 
 The cutoff date for our special room rate is Thursday, October 29; thereafter, reservations will be based 
on availability at the prevailing room rate. 
 Services include wireless data connection, email, and Internet in the hotel’s business center. For more 
information, check out the hotel’s web site. Note that the Crowne Plaza does not allow pets in the hotel, 

though service animals are permitted. Book a nearby 
hotel if a pet is coming with you to the conference. 
 The Crowne Plaza 
has agreed to provide shut-
tle service to and from the 
train and the Westchester 
County Airport, and also to 
provide a shuttle to and 
from the Cat Show every 
hour between 8 a.m. and 6 
p.m. on Saturday and Sun-
day. 
 Now, go ahead and 
make reservations to ensure 
that you’ll get a room. See 
you in White Plains! ♥ 
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     Deadlines rule my life. If it isn’t on 
my calendar, it doesn’t exist. I’ve already 
scheduled well into 2010 and beyond. 
That includes the CWA Contest deadline, 
which hasn’t changed in several years. 
Contest Chair Nancy Marano and her 
tireless committee have revised the 
categories and rules to better address 
today’s publishing realities, as well as 
concerns voiced by CWA membership. 
So be sure to check out her article in this 
MEOW – and mark your calendar NOW. 
     The deadline for filing CWA taxes was 
met, so we will incur no added penalties. 
We appealed the last fine, got a $1,184.75 
refund, and now have good standing.  
     Delay continues from our last 
bookstore host. We received no reply to 
repeated inquiries for an accounting. A 
certified demand letter came back without 
being delivered. I filed a complaint with 
the Better Business Bureau. Since CWA 
does not have a way to confirm moneys 
owed, we have no additional recourse. 
     De-tails are shaping up better for the 
next signing. I have secured partnership 
with a Barnes & Noble in White Plains, 
N.Y., to supply books this year. They 
have not yet committed to staffing the 
event, and will decide only after 
reviewing the list of authors/books. If they 
don’t staff it, CWA will. B&N will order 
our books, ship them for free, and sell to 
CWA at a discount; and CWA keeps 20 
percent of income from books sold.  
     The economy has prompted belt-
tightening. Two sponsors have declined to 
renew, but most of our contest sponsors 
renewed their support (some at a reduced 
amount) despite these concerns. A couple 
actually increased funding this year! I am 
beyond grateful, and hope that this year 
when the “thank-you’s” are sent, special 
acknowledgement will be made to those 
wonderful people and organizations that 
make our programs possible. Early Bird 

sponsors were listed in the last MEOW, 
and additional sponsors are listed in this 
issue; all will be posted on our web site. 
Five of last year’s sponsors have yet to 
confirm, but I hope that after they crunch 
numbers, the CWA will again benefit 
from their faithful help. I’m also eager to 
hear suggestions for new sponsorships. 
     Kim Thornton and her committee 
continue to confirm speakers. You won’t 
want to miss the next conference – there’s 
another deadline to put on your calendar. 
     I’m also thrilled to announce two 
featured speakers you’ll be anxious to 
hear – details will be on the web site soon.  
     On Friday evening Dr. Kevin 
Fitzgerald will entertain us. Since 1997 
he has been one of the featured 
veterinarians on Animal Planet’s 
Emergency Vets. He is a practicing 
veterinarian, writer, and published author, 
and (in his spare time) a stand-up 
comedian. I was privileged to hear him 
speak at a luncheon at the Western 
Veterinary Conference one year, and he’s 
a hoot! Read more about him under “Our 
Staff” at www.alamedaeast.com. 
     Our Saturday luncheon speaker is Dr. 
Leslie Lyons, a genetic researcher from 
UC-Davis with a special interest in cats. 
To those who love cats, Dr. Lyons may be 
something of a hero for all the research 
she does to help our special felines. See 
“Faculty” at www.vetmed.ucdavis.edu; 
her bio and an interview are posted at 
www.markiac.addr.com/
PET_LIFE_RADIO/peevesep35.html.  
     CWA still needs volunteers. Check 
page 16 of MEOW for jobs, and read 
descriptions at www.catwriters.org/
volunteers. Please send your suggestions 
or concerns to a Council member, or 
publicly post them on CWA’s Pro-List. 
     The officers and Council are 
empowered to make decisions we feel to 
be in the best interest of the membership 
and the organization. We often must 
weigh many factors. But we value all 
opinions. And we especially value your 
patience, since we all are volunteers with 
many demands on our time. Even brilliant 
ideas may need time to implement. 
     Underlying issues require investigation 
of DE-TAILS, and that can DELAY a 
decision, especially when Council must 
juggle multiple DEADLINES. Thank you 
for trusting us to do the best job we 
possibly can. ♥ 

President’s  
Message 

By Amy D. Shojai 

Doing Our Best: Deadlines, 
Delays, & De-tails  

Amy with her kitty, Seren 
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CWA Member 
YOU 

  A Note From the Contest Chair  
By Nancy Marano 

     It’s time to recognize CWA’s talented membership again. Gather up your best published or radio/TV work from the last 
year and enter it in the 2009 CWA Communication Contest! The deadline for entries is July 1, 2009. No ifs, ands, or buts. 
Your entry MUST be postmarked on or before July 1, 2009, to be considered. 
     Your contest committee was busy adding categories and going over rules and awards with a fine-toothed cat comb this 
year to give you the best chance of winning a Muse Medallion™ or Special Award for your work. Huge thanks go to the   
contest committee – Dusty Rainbolt, Dr. Jill Richardson, Kari Winters, Betsy Stowe, Barbara Stretton, Marion Lane, Sandra 
Toney, and former Contest Chair Arden Moore – for all their help and advice.  
     Now we need all of our Professional members to step up and offer to judge. With seven new categories, we need 21 more 
judges this year. By my count, we have 200 Professional members. This is more than enough to fill all the judging slots and 
have a few people left to serve as backups. Just send me your name and category choices. Please fill out the form below, or 
email me at nmarano@aol.com with your preferences. I will do my best to accommodate your wishes, but it is on a  
first-come, first-served basis. When picking your categories, please remember you cannot judge a category you plan to enter.  
Everyone who volunteers to judge or help the contest committee gets a discount on his/her own Regular Category entry fees. 
     Please look at the full list of categories (see page 5 of this issue of MEOW). 
     This year’s biggest changes are in the Non-Print Media and Internet/Web Sites & Blogs categories.  
     The new Non-Print Media categories are as follows: 
          VI.2 – Radio, Podcast, or Other Audio Presentation – Mixed Format 
          VI.3 – Radio, Podcast, or Other Audio Presentation – Guest Interview Format  
          VI.4 – Radio, Podcast, or Other Presentation – Call-In Show Format  
          VI.5 – Radio, Podcast, or Other Audio SHORT Presentation – Under 10 Minutes (any format, 3 examples in triplicate) 
     New categories in Internet/Web Sites & Blogs are 
          VII.6 – Blog: Single Blog (3 copies of each + blog address)   
          VII.7 – Blogs: Regular Blogs (3 different blogs, 3 copies of each + blog address) 
     We also split the Magazines category to include regional magazines: 
          I.1 – Monthly Magazine – National 
          I.2. – Magazine – Regional 
     Our contest has always been run with fairness and impartiality. To enhance that perception and increase entrant confidence 
even more, changes have been made to the judge selection process. I will be selecting all the judges, for both the regular  
categories and the Special Awards. I invite members to submit the names of people they might like to see as Special Awards 
judges and send in a brief statement of their expertise. A Special Award judge cannot be a CWA member. When submitting a 
name to me, include a valid email address and phone number. If at all possible, please ask the individual whether he/she 
would be interested in judging. You don’t have to explain the contest; we’ll take care of the explanations, but we would like 
to contact candidates who are interested. 
     I look forward to having all of you volunteer as judges this year. My judging slots are open and waiting for your name. ♥ 

        YES! I WANT TO BE A 2009 CONTEST JUDGE! 
                 (Please type or print legibly.) 
 
    Please sign up now to judge the 2009 CWA Contest. It’s easy.  
        Simply fill out this form and send it to Nancy Marano at the address below. 
              SIGN UP NOW!! 

 
              I am a Professional member and volunteer to judge in the 2009 CWA Communication Contest. 
        I am an Associate member and volunteer to assist the 2009 Contest Committee. 
 
     Although I understand that no category can be guaranteed to any judge, the categories I would most like to judge are  
(please list at least three) __________________________________________________________________________________ 
     _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
    

  Send to: Nancy Marano, 7601 Vista del Arroyo NE, Albuquerque, NM 87109 
or email her (preferred) at nmarano@aol.com. 

 
     NAME ____________________________________________     EMAIL OR PHONE _________________________________ 

YES, I will ! 1. _ 
2. _ 
3. _ 
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CWA Contests 101: How to Make Judging Fun and Stress-Free 

 The contest season is quickly approaching, and it’s time to put out a call for judges. To you hard-working 
members who volunteer year after year, the contest committee says, “Thank you.” To those who are new to  
judging, we say, “Welcome aboard!”  
 This year we have 48 contest categories. Each category is judged by three CWA professional members, so 
the whole weight of judging a piece doesn’t fall on one person. We have 144 judging slots to fill. The Muse  
Medallions™ are awarded to the highest-scoring entry that receives an average score of 90 or above from the  
three judges. If no entry receives a 90, no award is given. 
 The contest chair appoints judges to specific categories based on a number of  
criteria: categories requested by the person, categories entered, areas the person is  
qualified to judge, when the request was received, and how much time the person can 
spend. If you write fantasy, you won’t be asked to judge health or behavior entries.  
If you have three books due during the judging period, ask to judge a quick category 
like illustrations or television programs. 
 “Judging is our duty as members,” MEOW Editor Emeritus Betsy Stowe says, “especially if we are  
entering the contest. It is the very least we can do.”  
 Many of you say you don’t feel worthy to judge your peers. “Nonsense!” says former Contest Chair Beth 
Adelman. “You [are] an educated, knowledgeable reader. You’re the perfect judge.”  
 Although judging other writers may seem intimidating, the contest chair sends out step-by-step instructions 
and a score sheet for each category. All you need to do is follow the steps. It's like cat or dog breed judging:  
Instead of comparing the pieces to each other, compare each one to some “ideal” for that category.  
 You may look at the large stack of articles or eight books and panic. Who has time to read every single one 
of those start to finish? Nobody. So when you judge, you take off your writer’s fedora and don your editor’s hat.  

 CWA Founder and President Amy Shojai spends her judging evenings in front of 
the TV. I keep my materials in my little porcelain-and-tile “reading room.” Amy says  
editors read a one-page query or the first few paragraphs of an article. Judges do the 
same! She says if you like the first page, set the entry aside to read later. If you don’t like 
first page, scan the article or book and read the last two paragraphs. If that’s better than 
the beginning, put it in the “read later” stack. If not so good, it goes to the “not a  
contender” stack. You can screen 30 article entries in less than two hours during  

commercials. Over the next several days, re-read the contenders, putting them in order of preference, weighing  
the criteria, and looking for that “something extra.”  
 Once you have the entries sorted, assign numeric scores accordingly. Books can be evaluated in a similar 
way, by reading openings and closings, scanning chapters, looking at illustrations and photos, and so on.  
 You don’t have to read everything in one sitting. Beth says, “You get five to six 
weeks to judge. How much work is it to read and score one magazine article a day?”  
 Judging is an honor, a privilege, and a responsibility. It’s also a learning  
experience – an opportunity to learn about new writing styles and the latest and greatest 
advances in the cat world. Please volunteer today by emailing Contest Chair Nancy  
Marano at nmarano@aol.com. ♥ 

By Dusty Rainbolt 

Must-read Tips for Contestants: CWA Contests 102  
 

Dusty’s follow-up article “CWA Contests 102: In the 
Judges’ Words” will appear in the next issue of MEOW. 
Dusty has evaluated judges’ comments for both Regular 
and Special Awards, and she will reveal the (sometimes 

surprising) qualities the judges found most important.  
She also will include tips from the top CWA winners. 

Dusty Rainbolt is a 
multiple award  
winner who has 

worked on CWA’s 
Contest Committee 

in various  
capacities  

for seven years.  

Judging is an honor, a 
privilege, and a  

responsibility. It’s also 
a learning experience.  

“You [are] an  
educated,  

knowledgeable 
reader. You’re the 

perfect judge.” 
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  I. Magazines 
 I.1 – Monthly Magazine – National (3 issues, 3 copies of each) 
 I.2 – Magazine – Regional (3 issues, 3 copies of each) 
 I.3 – Magazine Article – Health and General Care 
 I.4 – Magazine Article – Behavior and Training 
 I.5 – Magazine Article – Any Other Topic  
 I.6 – Magazine Column (3 individual columns, 3 copies of each)  
 II. Newspapers 
 II.1 – Newspaper Article – Health and General Care 
 II.2 – Newspaper Article – Behavior and Training 
 II.3 – Newspaper Article – Any Other Topic 
 II.4 – Newspaper Column (3 individual columns, 3 copies of each)  
 III. Newsletters 
(Printouts of newsletters distributed by email may be entered in this category) 
 III.1 – Newsletter – Breed-Specific (3 issues, 3 copies of each)  
 III.2 – Newsletter – National Circulation (3 issues, 3 copies of each)  
 III.3 – Newsletter – Regional or Membership Circulation (3 issues, 3 copies of each)  
 III.4 – Newsletter Article – Health and General Care  
 III.5 – Newsletter Article – Behavior and Training 

III.6 – Newsletter Article – Other Topics  
 III.7 – Newsletter Column (3 individual columns, 3 copies of each) 
 IV. Miscellaneous 
 IV.1 – Short Story  
 IV.2 – Poem  
 IV.3 – Humor  
 IV.4 – Brochure, Pamphlet, Short Publications (under 10 pages) 
 IV.5 – Annual or Long Publications (over 10 pages) 
 IV.6 – Opinion Piece, Essay, or Editorial 
 V. Books 
 V.1 – Fiction 
 V.2 – For Children 
 V.3 – Health and General Care 
 V.4 – Behavior and Training 
 V.5 – Gift   
 V.6 – Poetry 
 V.7 – Other 
 VI. Non-Print Media 
 VI.1 – Video, DVD, or Television Production (VHS videotape or DVD that plays in a standard DVD player must be included) 
 VI.2 – Radio, Podcast, or Other Audio Presentation – Mixed Format 

VI.3 – Radio, Podcast, or Other Audio Presentation – Guest Interview Format 
 VI.4 – Radio, Podcast, or Other Audio Presentation – Call-In Show Format 
 VI.5 – Radio, Podcast, or Other Audio SHORT Presentation – Under 10 Minutes (any format, 3 examples in triplicate) 
VII. Internet/Web Sites & Blogs 
(Blogs must be published in professional venues, not personal blogs) 
 VII.1 – Online Magazine, Newsletter, or Website  
 VII.2 – Online Article – Health and General Care 
 VII.3 – Online Article – Behavior and Training 
 VII.4 – Online Article – Any Other Topic 
 VII.5 – Online Column (3 individual columns, 3 copies of each) 
 VII.6 – Blog: Single Blog (3 copies of each + blog address) 
 VII.7 – Blogs: Regular Blogs (3 different blogs, 3 copies of each + blog address) 
VIII. Graphic Arts 
 VIII.1 – Black and White Photograph (single) 
 VIII.2 – Black and White Photographs (series) 
 VIII.3 – Color Photograph (single) 
 VIII.4 – Color Photographs (series) 

VIII.5 – Cartoon (may enter series from same publication) 
 VIII.6 – Illustration (may enter series from same publication) 
  

CAT WRITERS’ ASSOCIATION 
2009 COMMUNICATION CONTEST REGULAR CATEGORIES 

™ 
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1. Entries for all categories must be postmarked by July 1, 2009, to qualify for the contest.  
 
2. All entries must be sent in such a manner that they can be reasonably expected to arrive within 7 days of the July 1 postmark 

deadline. Regardless of the delivery method you choose, you MUST specify that the recipient need not be present in   
person to sign for the material. The Contest Chair cannot be home every day during business hours to sign for pack-
ages. It is the entrant’s responsibility to package the entry carefully, so that it will not be damaged in transit. Posters and 
other large items should be packaged in tubes. The CWA will not assume responsibility for items that arrive damaged or do 
not arrive at all. If you wish acknowledgment of receipt of your entry, send a stamped, self-addressed postcard with the entry.  

 
3. The contest is open to anyone whose work qualifies in any CWA contest category and was first published or broadcast       

between June 16, 2008, and June 15, 2009. Entries must not have been published before in any medium. Material published 
prior to the current contest period is not eligible, even if it was published in a different form. Publication date is the published 
date cited on the entry. When there is a question regarding eligibility, it is the entrant’s responsibility to clarify the issue, that 
is, to include with the entry a signed letter from the publication’s editor or publisher clarifying the date of publication.  

 
4. The category Online Magazine or Newsletter will be judged directly from the entrant’s web site between August 1 and August 

30, 2009. (Since the judging of this category falls outside our normal timeline, these entries will not be considered for Special 
Awards. The Special Awards judges do not have time to judge them.) 

 
5. In order to be equitably judged against other contenders, entries in all categories should devote one-third or more space to 

cats.  
 
6. All contest entries must be published work. “Vanity” publications are not eligible. However, quality self-published             

professional work is eligible. It will be judged based on the same criteria as all the other entries in a given category. It is the 
entrant’s responsibility to provide any supporting documents with self-published entries to clarify that the work does, indeed, 
qualify under this rule. For example, self-published work MUST be offered for sale by professional outlets (that is, book 
stores, commercial web sites, and other venues not owned by the author/artist). 

 
7. Submit each regular category entry in triplicate (3 copies), with one entry form for each entry.  
 
8. The CWA Entry Form, with category and subcategory noted, must accompany each entry and must be sent to the Contest 

Chair along with the total entry fee at the time of entry. Any entry that is missing any element (required number of copies, 
entry form, entry fee) will be considered incomplete and will not be judged.  

 
9. All entries must be submitted either as originals or as high-quality photocopies. Bear in mind that the judges can judge only 

what is before them, in its published form, and cannot make allowances for editing, cropping, or reproduction quality. Online 
articles/columns must be submitted in hardcopy with the original online URL and publication date included. The one        
exception is the category Online Magazine or Newsletter, which is judged live on the Internet during the judging period 
specified in Rule 3. For this category only, submit an entry form with the URL specified.  

 
10. In the Newspaper categories, when an entry first appeared as a syndicated article, in those specific cases where a syndicated 

writer is not able to obtain actual copies of the published newspaper articles, the entrant may provide a copy of the original 
article and a letter of authentication from the syndicate editor.  

 
11. For the Newsletter categories, a newsletter is distinguished from a magazine in that the newsletter does not take paid        

advertising and is sold only to subscribers (that is, it is not sold on newsstands). Single cat breed newsletters are the exception 
in that they may take paid advertising. 

 
12. Entries in the Video or Television Production and the Radio Presentation, Audiotape, or CD categories must be submitted in 

their original form; that is, a transcript of a radio or television program is not acceptable – an actual audio or video recording 
must be entered. Video entries must be submitted as a VHS videotape or a DVD that plays in a standard DVD player. If an 
entire radio or television program is less than 10 minutes long, the entrant may select his/her three best programs and enter 
them as a single entry.  

  2009 CWA COMMUNICATION CONTEST RULES 

(continued on the next page) 

™ 

TM 
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   2009 CWA COMMUNICATION CONTEST RULES 

 

 
13. We will accept entries published in a foreign language, but they must be accompanied by a complete English translation.     

Entrants must provide three copies of the original that clearly show the date and name of the publication, and three copies of 
the translation. Bear in mind that the judges cannot judge the quality of the translation; they will base their decision solely on 
the English language content. Of course, entries in graphic arts categories are the exception and need no translation. 

 
14. An individual person or entity may submit an unlimited number of entries, but each individual work can be entered only one 

time in one regular contest category. In other words, the same individual work may not be entered in more than one category. 
Photos or illustrations that are entered in a Graphic Arts category may appear again as a part of a writing entry (for example, as 
part of a magazine article or a book). Columnists must choose only their three best columns and submit them as a single entry 
for that column. This applies to all the Column categories (magazine, newspaper, newsletter, and online) and means no other 
individual installments of that particular column may be entered as single articles, except in the Editorial and Humor categories.  
(A column appears regularly in the same publication[s] with the same column title, byline, slug, and/or artwork.) 

 
15. An entry must be entered in a regular category to be considered for a Special Award. Send one additional copy for each Special 

Award entry. (Exceptions: Three copies of the nomination form should be submitted for the Shojai Mentor Award. No         
additional copies are needed for consideration for the President’s Award, and no entry form is needed for this award; the     
winner of the President’s Award is chosen from among the Muse Medallion™ winners, and all Muse Medallion™ winners are 
automatically considered.) Special Award entries are sent to the Contest Chair starting in 2009. 

 
16. Anyone may submit an entry on behalf of an author/artist, but the award will be presented solely to the author/artist of the   

entry. The author/artist must be a current CWA member to qualify for the discounted member’s entry fee, and CWA           
membership dues must be paid current at the time of the contest deadline.  

 
17. All judges are chosen by the Contest Chair and his or her Committee. Entries in the regular categories are reviewed and judged 

independently by three professional CWA members and their scores are averaged by the Contest Committee to determine the 
winner. Winners of Special Awards are selected by judges who are not members and are not affiliated with the award’s      
sponsor; each Special Award is judged by one judge. Special Awards sponsors may be shown the winning entry before the 
award is given, but that announcement decision is at the discretion of the judge and the Contest Committee. 

 
18. The Contest Chair has the right to make category changes as deemed necessary. The Contest Chair may also delete or combine 

categories if there are not sufficient entries. What constitutes sufficient entries is decided by the Contest Chair, but there is no 
absolute minimum number of entries for any category to be judged. If, in the opinion of the judges, no entry represents        
excellence within a category, no award will be given.  

 
19. Entries will not be returned. Judges’ decisions are final. Situations that may arise from time to time that are not specifically 

addressed in these rules shall be adjudicated by the Contest Chair and her or his committee.  
 
20. Regular award finalists receive a CWA Certificate of Excellence and shall be notified in October. In order to earn a certificate, 

the individual must score an average of 90 or higher based on the scores submitted by the three judges for each category. The 
winner in each regular contest category shall receive the CWA Muse Medallion™. Special Award winners shall receive       
recognition as specified in the Special Awards list.  

 
21. Contest results will be announced at the Annual CWA Awards Banquet and published in the Winter 2010 MEOW newsletter 

and on the CWA web site at www.catwriters.org. Please do not call the Contest Chair or anyone on the Contest Committee to 
ask if you have won. Those who do not have access to the Internet or the CWA newsletter may enclose an SASE for a list of 
winners. Please mark on the back of the envelope “CWA Contest Winners.”  

 
22. The entrant must comply with all rules. Deviation from the rules will result in rejection of an entry and loss of the entry fee. 

Entrants will be notified of disqualification in as timely a manner as possible. However, CWA is not responsible for disputed 
entries. ♥ 

(continued from the previous page) 
™ 

TM 
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AWARD #1: The AKC COMPANION ANIMAL RECOVERY AWARD, sponsored by the American Kennel Club, is given to the 
best single entry that informs and educates the general public about issues relating to lost cats, stray cats, behaviors of roaming and feral 
cats, and all forms of pet identification and recovery. The most appropriate topics are those which emphasize reuniting cats with their 
owners and responsibly preventing lost cats, such as by using identification and keeping pet cats indoors. Both nonfiction and fiction 
articles qualify, published in newspapers, magazines, newsletters or professional online venues; plus brochures, books, and radio/
television broadcasts. This award consists of $1,000 and a commemorative item.  
  
AWARD #2: The DR. JIM RICHARDS/CORNELL FELINE HEALTH CENTER VETERINARY ISSUES AWARD, sponsored 
by Cornell University’s Feline Health Center, is presented to the highest-quality entry on the topic of technological advances, research, 
new medical developments, or innovations in feline veterinary medicine. Qualifying entries include single newspaper, magazine, or 
newsletter articles; columns or series of articles; single books; or radio/television broadcasts, designed to educate the general cat-owning 
public about new developments. This award consists of $500. 
 
AWARD #3: The FANCY FEAST® LOVE STORY AWARD, sponsored by Purina, is presented to the entrant whose work best  
captures the magic of the loving relationship between cats and their owners. Highest consideration goes to those works that are skillfully 
written/produced and technically accurate. Qualified entries include single books, articles, features, columns, short stories, poems, and 
radio or television submissions. This award consists of $500 and a crystal heart. 
 
AWARD #4: The FORT DODGE/ HEALTHY CATS FOR LIFE TURNING POINT AWARD, sponsored by Fort Dodge Animal 
Health, is for the best published work by a beginning cat writer or photographer. This award has very specific criteria: At the time of 
entry, the author (1) must not have published more than three short works on companion animal topics in professional markets, i.e.,  
markets that pay $75 or more for each work; and no books, and (2) must have not yet had his/her work honored by a CWA Muse    
Medallion™ or CWA Contest Special Award. The purpose of this award is to encourage qualifying writers and photographers to strive 
for the highest professional level of excellence and to provoke a significant change in the recipient’s cat-writing career. This is a     
“turning-point” award. Qualifying work includes articles, columns, short stories, poems, photos, or illustrations published in any       
medium, including print and electronic. (First books by new authors qualify for this award only if the author meets the other two criteria 
above.) This award consists of $500 and a commemorative item.  
  
AWARD #5: The FRISKIES® WRITER OF THE YEAR AWARD, sponsored by Purina, is for the writer who has done the most 
during the contest year to promote the welfare, health, and proper care of cats, which includes providing sensory stimulation to keep cats 
healthy and happy. This award is for “a body of work” and can include different publications during the contest period. Single entries do 
not qualify; therefore, multiple books, newsletters, print articles, online articles, columns, stories, and series in any pet or non-pet      
consumer publication qualify. The award honors writing excellence and the ability to communicate technical information in a clear and 
creative manner to better educate cat owners and help improve the lives of cats. A maximum of 10 articles or items published within the 
contest period may be submitted. Choose only your best work! This award consists of $500 and a cat figurine. 
  
AWARD #6: The HARTZ® EVERY DAY CHEWABLE VITAMIN AWARD, sponsored by Hartz Mountain Corporation, is given 
to the highest-quality entry on the topic of older cats. Topics can include (but are not limited to) adoption, health, innovative care, and 
senior-for-senior programs. Qualifying entries include single books, articles (print or online), brochures, newsletters, editorials,        
photographs, and commercial radio/TV tapes. This award consists of $1000 and a commemorative plaque.  
 
 AWARD #7: The HARTZ® GLAMOUR-PUSS AWARD, sponsored by Hartz Mountain Corporation, honors the best single entry 
on the topic of feline skin and coat care. Qualifying topics include (but are not limited to) coverage of home and professional grooming, 
parasite control, nail care, teeth and ear care, and feline skin/coat disorders. Written and pictorial works in all media are acceptable,  
including articles, books, and videotape broadcasts. This award consists of $1000 and a commemorative plaque.  
 
AWARD #8: The HARTZ® MILK REPLACEMENT FOR KITTENS AWARD, sponsored by Hartz Mountain Corporation, is 
awarded to the best single article (published in a newspaper, magazine, newsletter, or professional online venue) or single radio or    
television broadcast on the topic of rescuing kittens. Appropriate topics include “how-to” articles and stories about feral kitten rescue, 
early spay and neuter, orphaned kittens, and kitten adoption. This award consists of $1000 and a commemorative plaque. 
 
AWARD #9: The KATHRYN HOPPER “FRITZ-THE-BRAVE” AWARD, sponsored by friends of Kathryn Hopper, including 
members of the online Feline Asthma Inhaled Medications (FAIM) group, is awarded to the best single article or column (published in  
a newspaper, magazine, newsletter, or professional online venue) or single radio or television broadcast on the topic of feline respiratory 
disease. Entries are judged on clear writing and accurate research, and should educate readers while promoting positive approaches to 
diagnosis, treatment, prevention, and/or management of feline asthma, feline upper respiratory infections (URIs), and other airway con-
ditions affecting cats. This one-time commemorative award consists of a $500 honorarium. 

2009 CWA COMMUNICATION CONTEST  
SPECIAL AWARDS 

(continued on the next page) 
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AWARD #10: The MERIAL HUMAN-ANIMAL BOND AWARD, sponsored by Merial, is presented to the entry that best reflects 
and promotes the strengthening of the human-animal bond, highlighting the bond between a cat and owner, as well as their relationship 
with their veterinarian as another direct caregiver. Entries will be judged for exceptional quality and on the ability to convey this      
concept and connect with the reader. Qualified entries include (but are not limited to) single articles, features, columns, short stories, 
books, and poetry. This award consists of $1000 award and commemorative certificate. 
 
 AWARD #11: The PRO PLAN® PEDIGREED CATS AWARD, sponsored by Purina, is presented to the writer or creator of the 
best entry of the year that focuses on cat breeds, pedigreed cats, and professional breeder issues, including (but not limited to) health, 
care, nutrition, and showing cats. Qualifying entries include entire publications, such as breed or breed club newsletters; magazines or 
books; and individual columns, articles, stories, photographs, or illustrations in any professional venue, featuring purebred cats. This 
award consists of $500 and a commemorative bowl.  
  
AWARD #12: The PURINA® CAT CHOW® NUTRITION AWARD, sponsored by Purina, is presented to the best column or article 
(print or professionally published online) or book entry on the subject of feline nutrition. Highest consideration goes to those works that 
are both skillfully written and technically accurate. The recipient cannot be an employee of or associated with a pet food company at the 
time that the entry is judged. This award consists of $500 and a commemorative pewter bowl.  
  
AWARD #13: The PURINA® ONE® HEALTH AWARD, sponsored by Purina, is presented to the outstanding single article (print or 
professionally published online) reporting on feline health issues. Articles are judged on excellence of writing and technical accuracy; 
significance of the topic and public education impact on feline health are also considered. This award consists of $500 and a            
commemorative pewter bowl. 
  
AWARD #14: The PURINA® KITTEN CHOW® KITTEN AWARD, sponsored by Purina, is presented to the author of the        
outstanding entry on caring for kittens. Qualified entries include single books, articles, columns, short stories, and labeled series articles 
in professional venues. Entries will be judged on writing excellence and content accuracy. This award consists of $500 and a           
commemorative pewter bowl. 
 
AWARD #15: The STICKY PAWS® TRAINING AWARD, sponsored by Fe-Lines Inc./Sticky Paws®, is presented for the best  
article or tape entry on training techniques. Entries should have a “how-to” focus. Appropriate entries are labeled series or single      
articles (print or professionally published online), columns, and television/radio broadcast tapes on topics such as (but not limited to) 
litter box training, proper scratching behavior, trick training, or training cats to stay off countertops, tables, or other forbidden places. 
This award consists of $1000 and a commemorative certificate. 
 
 AWARD #16: The TIDY CATS® FELINE BEHAVIOR AWARD, sponsored by Purina, is presented for the best entry on the  
subject of feline behavior. Highest consideration goes to those works that are both skillfully written and technically accurate. Qualified 
entries include single books, articles, features, or columns in any medium, and should educate readers while promoting a positive     
approach to understanding and dealing with feline behavior. This award consists of $500 and a commemorative pewter bowl.  
  
AWARD #17: The WORLD’S BEST CAT LITTER-ARY AWARD, sponsored by World’s Best Cat Litter®, is presented for the out-
standing novel, short story, poem, or radio/television dramatic script which portrays cats and cat ownership in a positive way. All fiction 
genres are eligible. Highest consideration goes to those entries that include cats as an intrinsic part of the plot. Works will be judged for 
the exceptional, individual quality (“voice” or “vision”) of the writer/creator. Eligible works may be published in print or electronic 
media; any scripts or videos must also provide proof of production. This award consists of $500 and a commemorative pewter bowl. 
  
AWARD #18: The SHOJAI MENTOR AWARD, sponsored by CWA’s past president, Amy D. Shojai, recognizes the CWA member 
who has offered guidance, encouraging counsel, support, or other help that has had a direct and positive influence on another’s writing/
publishing success. Qualifying mentor experiences are limited to those occurring within the past three contest periods (approximately 
the last three years). The recipient shall exemplify the highest ideals of the CWA vision, that is, to promote communal support,         
networking, and mutual respect between colleagues. Only CWA members are eligible for this award. This award consists of $500 and a 
commemorative item. 
  
AWARD #19: The KUYKENDALL IMAGE AWARD, is sponsored by CWA, and is presented to the outstanding “image” entry  
featuring cats – whether photography, illustration, or graphic art. This may be a single piece or series entry, including (but not limited 
to) photos/artwork published in a magazine, newspaper, newsletter, book, pamphlet, calendar, poster, greeting card, or commercial     
on-line publication. This award consists of $250 and a commemorative item.  
  
AWARD #20: The CWA PRESIDENT’S AWARD, sponsored by the Cat Fanciers’ Association, is presented to the best entry among 
all Muse MedallionTM winners in the regular contest categories. This “Best of the Best” requires no additional copies of entries to be 
submitted. Muse MedallionTM winners shall be automatically entered and considered for the honor. This award consists of $250 and a 
commemorative item. ♥ 

2009 CWA COMMUNICATION CONTEST SPECIAL AWARDS  (continued) 
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PLEASE READ THE COMPLETE RULES on our web site at www.catwriters.org or on pages 6-7 of this newsletter. 
Entries must be postmarked no later than July 1, 2009. NO LATE ENTRIES ACCEPTED. NO EXCEPTIONS. 

Submit THREE copies of each entry, along with ONE copy of this entry form per entry. 
Send your entry to Nancy Marano, 7601 Vista del Arroyo NE, Albuquerque, NM 87109. 

THERE IS A SEPARATE FORM FOR SPECIAL AWARD ENTRIES (see page 11). 
DO NOT USE THIS FORM FOR SPECIAL AWARD ENTRIES. 

The contest entry fee is $15 per entry. A Volunteer Discount is available to CWA members only.              
CWA Professional members who volunteer to judge in the contest and CWA Associate members who volunteer        

to assist the Contest Committee may pay $8.50 per entry. 
Please make your check payable to Cat Writers’ Association. All payments must be in U.S. funds. 

  I am an associate member and volunteer to assist the 2009 Contest Committee. 
  I am a professional member and volunteer to judge in the 2009 CWA Communication Contest. 

 
NAME OF AUTHOR OR ARTIST _____________________ CWA MEMBER IDENTIFICATION # ______________ 
 
ADDRESS ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
TELEPHONE (day) ______________________ (evening) ______________________ EMAIL ______________________ 
 
Name, Address, Phone of Submitter (if different from Author/Artist) ___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CATEGORY NAME AND NUMBER (Example: I.4 – Magazine Article – Behavior and Training) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
TITLE OF ENTRY ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
NAME OF PUBLICATION OR PUBLISHER _________________________ Issue/Publication Date(s) _______________ 
 

I certify that this entry was first published or broadcast between June 16, 2008, and June 15, 2009, 
 and that it meets all the requirements as stated in the Rules. 

 
Entrant or Submitter’s Signature _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
ENTRY CHECKLIST 
   Each entry is submitted in triplicate with one entry form per entry. 
   My fee is enclosed, payable to the Cat Writers’ Association in U.S. funds. 
   A self-addressed, postage-paid postcard is included for acknowledgment of receipt of entry (optional). 
   Questions? Email the Contest Chair at nmarano@aol.com, or call 505-296-8869 (MDT). 
 
MAIL ENTRIES TO  
Contest Chair Nancy Marano, 7601 Vista del Arroyo NE, Albuquerque, NM 87109 

2009 Cat Writers’ Association Communication Contest 
Regular Category Entry Form 

™ ™ 
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PLEASE READ THE COMPLETE RULES on our web site at www.catwriters.org or on pages 6-7 of this newsletter. 
Entries must be postmarked no later than July 1, 2009. NO LATE ENTRIES ACCEPTED. NO EXCEPTIONS. 

The fee is $1 per Special Award entry (in addition to the fee that accompanies Regular Category entries). 
Please make your check payable to Cat Writers’ Association. All payments must be in U.S. funds. 

ALL ENTRIES FOR SPECIAL AWARDS MUST ALSO BE ENTERED IN A REGULAR CATEGORY. 
THERE IS A SEPARATE FORM FOR REGULAR CATEGORY ENTRIES (see page 10). 

DO NOT USE THIS FORM FOR REGULAR CATEGORY ENTRIES. 
Submit ONE copy of each entry for a Special Award, along with ONE copy of this entry form. 

Send your check/money order for Special Awards entries, along with your entry form(s), to 
Nancy Marano, 7601 Vista del Arroyo NE, Albuquerque, NM 87109. 

 
NAME OF AUTHOR OR ARTIST _____________________ CWA MEMBER IDENTIFICATION # ________________ 
 
ADDRESS __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
TELEPHONE (day) ________________________ (evening) ___________________ EMAIL ________________________ 
 
Name, Address, Phone of Submitter (if different from Author/Artist) _____________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
REGULAR CATEGORY Name and Number in which entry is entered (Example: I.4 – Magazine Article – Behavior and     
Training) _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SPECIAL AWARD for which entry is entered ________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE OF ENTRY _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
NAME OF PUBLICATION OR PUBLISHER_______________________ Issue/Publication Date(s) ____________________ 
 

I certify that this entry was first published or broadcast between June 16, 2008, and June 15, 2009, 
 and that it meets all the requirements as stated in the Rules. 

 
Entrant or Submitter’s Signature ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ENTRY CHECKLIST 
   All entries have also been entered in a regular category. 
   For each entry, one copy is submitted along with one copy of this entry form, for each award. 
   My fee is enclosed, payable to the Cat Writers’ Association in U.S. funds. 
   A self-addressed, postage-paid postcard is included for acknowledgment of receipt of entry (optional). 
   Questions? Email the Contest Chair at nmarano@aol.com, or call 505-296-8869 (MDT). 
 
MAIL ENTRIES TO 
Contest Chair Nancy Marano, 7601 Vista del Arroyo NE, Albuquerque, NM 87109 

2009 Cat Writers’ Association Communication Contest 
Special Award Entry Form 
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2009 Cat Writers’ Association Communication Contest 
Shojai Mentor Award Nomination Form 

 
The SHOJAI MENTOR AWARD, sponsored by CWA’s past president, Amy D. Shojai, recognizes the 

CWA member who has offered guidance, encouraging counsel, support, or other help that has had a direct and 
positive influence on another’s writing/publishing success. Qualifying mentor experiences are limited to those 
occurring within the past three contest periods (approximately the last three years). The recipient shall exemplify 
the highest ideals of the CWA vision, that is, to promote communal support, networking, and mutual respect  
between colleagues. Only CWA members are eligible for the award. The honoree shall receive $500 and a   
commemorative award.  
 Nominations of any CWA member may be submitted by any individual (member or nonmember) The 
“Submitter” must be the direct beneficiary in the mentor relationship. Multiple nominations of one individual by 
several different people are allowed. (Impact of individual mentor experiences weighs most heavily and a “group 
vote/campaign” for an individual is strongly discouraged. It shall not influence the judging one way or another.) 
The “Nominee” contribution must go beyond that individual’s required duties as defined by his/her employment 
– in other words he or she cannot be “paid” to act as a mentor (i.e., an editor’s routine purchase, editing, or   
publishing of a Submitter’s work does not qualify, nor does a book doctor’s revision, nor an agent’s sale. To 
qualify, the mentoring must reach above and beyond the “normal or routine” business relationship one would 
expect the agent, book doctor, editor, or other professional to extend to any of his/her other clients.) You may 
not nominate yourself. Nominations shall be reviewed and a recipient selected by the contest committee. There 
is no entry fee required to nominate someone for this award.  

Send this completed form, with any attachments, in triplicate, to Contest Chair Nancy Marano. 
 

(Please type or print legibly.) 
 
      NAME of NOMINEE _________________________________________________________________ 
 
      ADDRESS __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
      TELEPHONE (day) _________________ (evening) ________________ EMAIL __________________ 
 
      NAME OF SUBMITTER ______________________________________________________________ 
 
      ADDRESS __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
      TELEPHONE (day) _________________ (evening) ___________________ EMAIL _______________ 

 
Please provide a brief summary of your mentor experience, including direct, positive professional results  

of the relationship. (Please keep the summary to one single-spaced page.) 
 

ENTRIES MUST BE POSTMARKED NO LATER THAN JULY 1, 2009. 
 

Send this completed form, with attachments, in triplicate, to 
 

Contest Chair Nancy Marano 
7601 Vista del Arroyo NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87109 
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 In 2003 California Siamese Rescue was given two beautiful Lilac Point Siamese. We weren’t told until after 
we had them that they had litter box issues. I fostered them and tried everything to resolve the problem, but nothing 
worked. King Tut and Prince Rama had a cough, but that was usual for fosters and they were isolated and given   
antibiotics. One evening I was with them when King Tut suddenly couldn’t breathe. I rushed him to the nearby 
emergency hospital and they saved his life. The next day he was transferred to my veterinarian, Dr. Phil Kennedy. 
To make a long story short, both cats had feline asthma and my veterinarian wanted them on inhaled steroids.      
Inhaled steroids? These were cats. How could you give 
them inhaled steroids? Dr. Kennedy referred me to feline 
asthma expert Dr. Phil Padrid and the web site 
www.fritzthebrave.com.  
  I sent an email to Fritz and his mom, Kathryn  
Hopper, and, to my surprise, heard back from her. We 
talked on the phone and just hit it off. Kathryn was a 
bright, shining star and very determined to help cats with 
asthma. Amazingly, once the asthma was treated the litter 
box issue was no longer a problem. I wrote an article about 
feline asthma for The Pet Press in Los Angeles. Kathryn        
consulted, as did Dr. Padrid. That year I won the Cornell 
Feline Health Award, and it was even presented by Dr. Jim 
Richards, director of the Cornell College of Veterinary 
Medicine’s Feline Health Center. It was wonderful!  
 I’d been talking with Kathryn about CWA for a 
while, and she kept insisting that she wasn’t of the same 
caliber as the members. Finally, though, she joined in 
2005. She was in shock when she was accepted, and her 
membership was very dear to her. The year after I won the 
Cornell award, she won the same award, and once again it 
was given by Dr. Richards. Kathryn was so excited! When 
she called me to tell me, she still was thinking that there 
must have been a mistake.  
 Kathryn also was very involved in the online      
Yahoo! group Feline Asthma Inhaled Medications (FAIM), 
and she was loved by all. If a cat had asthma and you had a 
question, she’d either answer the question or find the answer for you.  
 Over the years, I saw Kathryn deteriorate both physically and mentally. She had been diagnosed with Lyme 

Disease, and it was quite advanced by the time she got the diagnosis. The last time I 
spoke with her, I knew things were bad. Last year her beloved Fritz died, and that was 
a huge sorrow to deal with when her own health was waning so badly. 
 I’ve spoken with a lot of people about Kathryn’s death. So many people say,   
“I wanted to do something, but I didn’t know what to do.” The truth is that the disease 
was so advanced that there was NOTHING anyone could do. We are stuck and have to 
deal with our feelings of helplessness. 
 Now Kathryn, the once shining star on earth, is a bright shining star in heaven 
and she is once again with her beloved Fritz. In my mind I can see them dancing and 
playing – and when I look up at the stars I know that one of them is Kathryn, shining 
down on all of us. Good-bye, My Friend. We’ll meet again. ♥ 

A Radiant and Precious Life Remembered: 
CWA Member and Feline Asthma Pioneer Kathryn Hopper 

© 2005 James Perkins 

© 2002 James Perkins and Kathryn Hopper 
(continued on the next page) 

By Kari Winters 
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CWA’s Tribute to Kathryn Hopper By Kari Winters (continued from page 13) 
We will all miss Kathryn Hopper. She danced and sang and worked all night 

and read all day and hugged her friends and loved the little ones who depend on 
us. My patients will forever be healthier and in better hands because Kathryn 
cared so much. My four little guys at home, Wheezer, Jack, Chloe, and Zoey, 

knew about Kathryn; so did Misha the Himalayan and Jojo the shorthair.  
Thousands of cats with asthma can breathe with freedom because Kathryn just 
wouldn’t have it any other way. Be proud of all you did, Kathryn, and have safe 

travels. – Phil Padrid, DVM, Regional Medical Director, VCA (NM, AZ, NV, 
UT, NE); Associate Professor of Molecular Medicine, University of Chicago 

Pritzker School of Medicine (adj.); Associate Professor of Small Animal     
Medicine, The Ohio State University College of Veterinary Medicine 

When Kathryn Hopper lost her cat Fritz to feline asthma, she set out determined  
this wouldn’t happen to others. She encouraged new research, and supported and 

educated through her site on then-new methods to treat these cats. And indeed 
www.fritzthebrave.org reached people desperate to help their cats. Countless lives 
have been saved and improvements made in quality of life for asthmatic cats. Most 

people live a long life and never accomplish something that will last. Kathryn     
succeeded in a life cut way too short. – Steve Dale, www.stevedalepetworld.com 

I remember how passionate she was 
about helping cats with feline asthma 

and their owners. She was dedicated to 
finding a cure and helping cats live   

better lives, helping their owners cope.  
I also remember her as a wonderfully 
warm person, serious about her work, 

yet fun-loving. She was genuinely    
caring…. Certain people stand out in 
my mind. Kathryn was one of them. 

And who would have suspected that her 
hobby was belly dancing?! – Darlene 

Arden, CABC, Journalist/Author/
Speaker and Author of Multiple Books, 

www.darlenearden.com 

I was deeply saddened by the passing of  
Kathryn…. [She] was always available to help me 
and did a wonderful job with her web site promot-

ing the use of aerosol therapy. The veterinary  
medical community has accepted this method of 

treatment and within a five-year period made it the 
method of choice for treating feline asthma. I will 

miss her dearly and will continue to think about her 
as we send the AeroKat out to the caregivers and 

veterinarians. – Martin Foley, Vice President,  
Advanced Product Design, Trudell Medical  

International, London, Ontario, Canada 

Kathryn’s interests and advocacies were varied and 
numerous, among them dance, Lyme disease,      

writing, and feline health. In particular, her work as  
a layperson educator in the field of feline asthma      

is unsurpassed. The unparalleled website 
www.fritzthebrave.com, which she and her husband 

created, has helped thousands of caregivers and       
professionals worldwide learn to treat the disease 

successfully. Also, the online Yahoo! group, Feline 
Asthma Inhaled Medications (FAIM), is another    

forum in which she excelled…. She said that asthma 
care was both a science and an art. She understood 

the scientific aspect far better than any of us and was 
able to help us understand it, too. Although she is 

sorely missed, Kathryn’s work in the field of feline 
asthma is recorded and will live on to help so many 

more in the future. – Carol Slater, Moderator           
of the Yahoo! Group Feline Asthma Inhaled       

Medications (FAIM) 

Rest assured I will  
be back; this organi-

zation means the 
world to me. With 

great sadness I must 
say good-bye but 

really it’s until later.  
With great fondness, 

Kathryn  
[This was Kathryn’s  
last message to the  

CWA Pro-List.] 

© 2004 James Perkins 

© 2007 James Perkins 
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Bits  
&  

Eve Adamson’s latest book hit the New York Times Best Seller 
List at #5 on March 20 and climbed to #3 by April 3. The book 
is Naturally Thin, by Bethenny Frankel with Eve Adamson 
(Fireside), which offers rules and recipes for escaping the diet 
trap from a star of The Real Housewives of New York City. 
Track it at www.nytimes.com; click on Books, then Paperback 
Advice. 

Beth Adelman’s cats and family were among the participants in the 
filming of a PBS Nature show entitled “Why We Love Cats and 
Dogs.” The show premiered on February 15. 

Patricia Fry announces publication of her new book of true cat 
stories, Catscapades, Tales of Ordinary and Extraordinary 
Cats. Illustrated with 80 photos of adorable, humorous, silly, 
and delightful cats and kittens, it’s available in ebook or print 
(comb-bound) form.  

Patricia Fry also announces her new blog, www.matilijapress.com/
catscapades, all about fun with cats, started after publication of 
her book Catscapades, Tales of Ordinary and Extraordinary 
Cats. She requests your comments and cat stories for the blog. 
In her other blog, www.matilijapress.com/publishingblog, 
Patricia, an editorial consultant and the author of 29 books,  
provides news and advice about the publishing industry.  

Bobbi Florio Graham’s latest creation is Simon Teakettle’s     
Virtual MEWSical Society. It’s been mentioned on the web site 
www.salon.com and the Bonnie Hunt Show. CWA members 
whose cats are among this select meow-lodious group include 
Darlene Arden, Roberta Beach Jacobson, Heike Hagenguth, 
Betsy Stowe, Patricia Fry, and Anthony Nichols. The 28 cats 
and one parrot come from four Canadian provinces plus the 
Northwest Territories, five U.S. states, Greece, and Egypt. Read 
about it at www.SimonTeakettle.com/musical.society.htm. 

Bobbi Florio Graham in April presented “Creating Humor:    
Finding What Type of Humor Suits You Best” to the Ottawa 
branch of the Canadian Authors Association. Bobbi sells the 
extensive package of notes from a half-day workshop she gave 
on writing humor for the City of Ottawa last year. You can see 
www.SimonTeakettle.com for details. 

Arden Moore’s OH BEHAVE! show on Pet Life Radio 
(www.petliferadio.com) was a finalist in the general category 
for best podcast on the planet as selected by 
www.podcastawards.com. Her show features an all-star guest 
lineup. Arden also is the editor of Catnip, author of 20 pet 
books, and happy “servant” to her cats, Callie and Murphy. 

Clea Simon’s fourth Theda Krakow mystery, Probable Claws, was 
published by Poisoned Pen Press on April 10. In this install-
ment, someone is poisoning cat food and Theda sets out to find 
out who. Clea also has sold a two-book paranormal series to 
Severn House Press. The first, Shades of Grey, introduces    
Dulcie Schwartz, who finds the ghost of her late, great cat Mr. 
Grey coming back to help her. Shades of Grey will be published 
in the UK in June and in the United States in September. See 
excerpts of both books at www.cleasimon.com. To obtain   
bookmarks (see them at www.cleasimon.blogspot.com), send 
your snail mail address to Clea at cleas@earthlink.net. 

BARKS 
&  

The following CWA members won awards in the 2008 DWAA   
Writing Competition. Results were announced in February at the 
annual DWAA Banquet. Congratulations! 
 
Sally Deneen: Special Award: AKC – Canine Health Foundation 

Research Communication Award (Best informs the public 
about canine health research) “New Breakthroughs to Treat 
Melanoma,” Your Dog 

Amy Shojai: Special Award: North Shore Animal League   
America Award (Best supports the missions of the League’s 
program) “Sex and the Single Pet,” Pet Peeves 

Maxwell Medallion Winners (Regular Categories): 
Steve Dale: (Website: entire web site) SteveDalePetWorld.com 
Steve Dale: (Website: feature article) “Unenforceable,                 

Unsubstantiated…,” SteveDalePetWorld.com 
Steve Dale: (Broadcast Journalism) “The Loved Dog” 
Steve Dale: (Podcast) “Mandatory Spay Neuter,” WGN Petcast 
Christine Davis: (Book: self published or print on demand, any  

subject/any reader category) The Shelter Dog   
Sally Deneen: (Canine newspaper or newsletter: feature article on 

health and/or care) “New Breakthroughs to Treat Melanoma,” 
Your Dog ♥ 

Debra J. White serves on the board of the Phoenix Animal Care 
Coalition (PACC911), which is a finalist in the Be More       
Informed category of the Be More Awards Contest conducted by 
the Eight, Arizona PBS station at Arizona State University. 

Allia Zobel Nolan has new books to tout: Mrs. McGee’s Coconut, a 
hilarious tale of a woman in pursuit of a run-away coconut; 
Noah’s Notebook, a humorous look at how Noah survived the 
big flood with his wife, sons, and every animal known to man; 
The Ten Commandments for Little Ones, an illustrated book 
explaining God’s Ten Rules in kid-friendly terms, and Bunnies 
Are for Kissing, a padded book that kids can chew on and   
mommies can read to their favorite “bunnies.” Allia also has 
Kitty Literate’s Blog, www.kittyliterate.blogspot.com. ♥ 

Address Changes 
Heike Hagenguth, Marketing Manager & 

Business Development Manager Local Sales, 
c/o PICO Modern Agriculture Co., 3 Shaga-

ret El Dor Street, 11211 Zamalek, Cairo, 
Egypt; +20105445066; Tel: +20105445066; 

Email: worddesign@usa.net;  
Web site: www.heikehagenguth.com.  

Barbara J. Stein,  
Email: bcatstone@gmail.com; 
Web site: www.petloveru.org. 

Susan Logan, editor of Cat Fancy, accepts the 2008 Pet Lovers’ 
Choice Award given by Zootoo.com, an online pet community, for 
Bowtie Magazines, whose Young Rider also won. Presenting the 
award at the 2009 Global Pet Expo Feb. 12 in Orlando, Fla., are Bob 
Vetere, center, president of the American Pet Products Association, 
and Richard Thompson, founder of Zootoo.com.  
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Quarterly Quote 

MARKET 

NEWS 

Pet URLs for sale: Some cat and writing domain 
names are available for purchase. If interested,  
please contact Michelle West at 416-789-4733, email 
westgold@interlog.com. Available for $500 each or 
best offer are BeautifulCats.com, FabulousCats.com, 
and SellYourWords.com. For $250 each or best offer, 
you can get KittyAngel.com, AngelKitty.com, and 
AngelKitties.com. ♥ 

Janice Biniok [P581-09], W249 S7100 Center Drive, Wau-
kesha, WI 53189; 262-662-2557; Email: Realpets@aol.com; 
Web site: www.TheAnimalPen.com. Janice Biniok is a free-
lance writer and a member of the DWAA. She has written cat 
articles for www.RedPlum.com for more than a year. Her spon-
sors are Deb Eldredge, DVM; Darlene Arden; and Amy Shojai.  
     Patricia Fry [P583-09], PMB 123 323 E. Matilija Street, 
Ste. 110, Ojai, CA  92012; 805-646-3045 (home and business), 
805-640-8213 (fax); Email: PLFry620@yahoo.com; Web site: 
www.matilijapress.com; Blog: www.matilijapress.com/
publishingblog. Patricia is a freelance writer, author of 29 
books, and an editorial consultant. She has shared her home 
with cats of all kinds (feral and friendly) for over half a        
century, has been writing for publication for over 35 years, and 
has earned her living through writing and publishing for the last 
25 years. Her sponsor is Wendy Christensen. 
     Maggie M. Funkhouser [P579-09], 8213 Parham Court, 
Severn, MD  21144; 717-752-4304 (home), 301-277-5595 
(business); Email: mfunkhouser@saveacat.org; Web site:  
www.saveacat.org; Blog: www.alleycatrescue.blogspot.com. 
Maggie’s specialties are cat rescue and TNR. She’s affiliated 
with Alley Cat Rescue; she writes for Alley Cat Rescue’s web 
site (African Wildcat information), newsletter, and blog. 
Her sponsor is Kylie Riser.  

     Michael Marley [P580-09], 2285 Lakeshore Boulevard 
West, Apt. 511, Toronto, ON M8V 3X9, Canada; 416-255-
6536 (business), 416-253-0859 (fax, specify: “For Apt. 511”); 
Email: mmarley@rogers.com. Michael, who specializes in cat 
rescue stories, writes about cats and for children. He’s done talk 
radio shows and TV talk shows, and is currently a TV show 
host. His sponsor is Greta Beigel. 
      Karen Nichols [P582-09], 4492 Hillsborough Drive, Castro 
Valley, CA  94546-1027; 415-272-2398 (home), 510-583-5712 
(business); Email: karen@catster.com; Web site: 
www.catsmeowblog.com. Karen is a writer, photographer, and 
illustrator. Her specialties are online cat communities and feline 
fashion. She writes the “Cat’s Meow Blog” at www.catster.com 
both under her own byline and as Skeezix the Cat. Her sponsors 
are Mark Rogers and Judi Basolo. 
       Nancy L. Reeves [P585-09], 986 Menlo Avenue, Menlo 
Park, CA  94025-4607; 650-326-7168 (home), 650-483-5678 
(business), 650-326-7167 (fax); Email: BurmaPearl@mac.com; 
Web site: www.BurmaPearl.com. Nancy’s specialty is Burmese 
cats. She edits the newsletter of the United Burmese Cat      
Fanciers (UBCF), and she’s working on a book about the breed. 
Her sponsor is Marva Marrow. 
      Suzanne Stowe [P584-09], 20702 El Toro Road, #512, 
Lake Forest, CA  92630; 949-215-9785 (home), 949-241-7045 
(cell), 949-855-8822, Ext. 3260 (work), 949-855-1850 (work 
fax); Email: Meeser5@cox.net; Web site: 
sstowe@bowtieinc.com. Suzanne specializes in cat crafts, pet 
sitting, and disaster preparedness for cats. She was a founding 
Council member of the CWA. Welcome back, Suzanne! Her 
sponsors are Susan Logan, Amy Shojai, and Jane Calloway. ♥ 

VOLUNTEER TODAY!  
CWA depends on volunteers! Please read the   
volunteer descriptions at www.catwriters.org/
volunteers and use the handy form to designate 
your interest.  

Information & Guidelines Coordinator OPEN 
Non-Attending Author Display OPEN 
Conference Photographer OPEN 
Autograph Party/Book Signing Committee  Chair  (have 

two committee members and may need more; at least one 
committee member must be onsite) 

Awards Display OPEN (attendance at conference required) 
Recruitment Committee (for enticing new members): OPEN 

“I don't know what your destiny will be, but one thing I know:  
the only ones among you who will be really happy  

are those who will have sought and found how to serve. “ 
                                              — Albert Schweitzer 

WELCOME 
MAT 

NEW MEMBERS [member numbers in brackets] 
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     A PDF version of the Winter 2009 issue of MEOW is now posted online, and MEOW 
will continue to be posted shortly after each publication date as a PDF file in full color. If 
you can’t read the PDF version, you may need to install PDF reader software on your 
computer; you can get it for free at www.get.adobe.com/reader. If you still have       
problems, contact CWA Secretary Wendy Christensen for help. 
     Like the printed MEOW, the PDF version of MEOW is a benefit for CWA members 
only. To see MEOW online, go to www.catwriters.org/member-logon.html and supply 
the following username and password: Username: member; Password: cwa2009w. 
     A committee (Karen Lawrence, Karen Payne, Amy Shojai, Betsy Stowe) has been 
appointed to poll member opinion regarding future print and online newsletter options. 
CWA President Amy Shojai states that “any change in the distribution method of MEOW 
(print and/or e-version) will take place only after an accurate consensus has been        
determined, pro-and-con options have been fully explored, and we [CWA’s Council] 
have enough information to decide what works best for our membership.” 
     Poll options may include print MEOW + PDF online; online MEOW only, in PDF  
format or searchable Web format; online Web format only; or others not yet determined. 
     Please send concerns, ideas, or suggestions for the poll to MEOW Editor Emeritus 
Betsy Stowe at calico2@zoominternet.net. Subject Line: MEOW POLL (in all caps, 
please). We welcome your input. ♥ 

The Cat’s MEOW 

By Meow Editor Karen Payne 

I think; therefore, I am. 
I am; therefore, I write. 
I write; therefore, I dream. 
I dream; therefore, I feel. 
I feel; therefore, I am; 

therefore, I write. 

My Cat Family: 
The Flowers in My Garden 

EARLY BIRD SPONSORS for 2009 
We thank you all so much!! 

 
AKC Companion Animal Recovery 

Cat Fanciers’ Association 
Cat Fancy Magazine/Bow Tie Inc. 

Central Life Sciences 
Cornell Feline Health Center 

Fe-Lines Inc/Sticky Paws 
Fort Dodge Animal Health 
Friends of Kathryn Hopper 

Hartz Mountain Corporation 
Merial 

Morris Animal Foundation  
MyThreeCats.com 

Pet Sitters International 
PETCO Foundation 

Pfizer Animal Health 
Purina 

Sergeant’s 
Amy D. Shojai 

World’s Best Cat Litter™  

Some years ago in a Colorado NLP training I was asked to 
draw my current situation vs. my ideal life. First I drew one 

lonely flower, and then I drew a lovely garden with seven daisies in it. As my family of      
rescued cats slowly increased, I often studied that drawing, which hangs on my wall. With the 
addition last year of Star Jasmine the Kitty, who promises to be a performer like Princess Kitty 
and at her tender age already has proved herself in forums from live performance to studio 
work, my life feels complete. I am living my picture. I am happy. Countess Catlyn, my eldest, 
is a nurse and sculptress. Gorgeous Doctor Whiskers has a fabulous ability to diagnose illness 
in other cats. Gabriela (“Gabby”) is a sweet songster who struggles with asthma and other 
health issues. Tigger and Theo are purring, devoted brothers who think only of love. Harriet 
Potter (“Minky”) is an editor kitty who always sits beside me while I write. Jasmine is talented 
in both performing and therapy work – the complete package.  The sun is shining; the daisies 
are blooming. All is well in my garden of cats. ♥ 

By Betsy Stowe 
MEOW Editor Emeritus 

Digression from Descartes 

(above) STAR JASMINE THE KITTYSM    
(below) Tigger, Theo, and Gabriela 
(All photos  © KP except as noted) 

Photo by Dan Oria 

(left to right) Doctor Whiskers, 
Harriet Potter, Countess Catlyn 

© 2009 Princess Kitty, Inc. 

BIG MEWS! MEOW IS NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE 
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Vol. XVII, No. 2 
 

First Class 

~ Heartfelt thanks to the generous sponsors who make our CWA Contest possible ~  
~ Special thanks to our generous MEOW contributors ~ 

Deadlines! 
 

2009 article deadlines for MEOW 
Summer issue — June 3 

Fall issue — September 3 
 

Conference Dates!! 
November 19-22 

White Plains, N.Y. 
 

 

 MEOW is the newsletter of the Cat  
Writers’ Association. It is the winner of an 
APEX® Award of Publication Excellence 

and is published four times a year. 
© 2009 CWA; all rights reserved. 

2009 CWA Contest  
Entry Deadline!!!!  

 
Must be postmarked by July 1st 

NO EXCEPTIONS!  
 

Contest details are found on pages 3-12,     
including all the yellow sheets of paper          

in this issue of MEOW. 
Get the latest information about new contest  

categories. Read the contest rules. Sign up  
to be a contest judge. Fill out entry forms, and 

get your entries ready to mail to 
 

CONTEST CHAIR  
NANCY MARANO 

 7601 Vista del Arroyo NE  
Albuquerque, NM 87109 

 

© KP 


