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 The Award-Winning Newsletter of the Cat Writers’ Association ♦ Fall 2009  

A professional writers’ association encouraging professionalism among cat writers, 
photographers, artists, and broadcasters 

CWA Paw-tograph Party Extravaganza! 

INSIDE 

SHARPEN YOUR PENS & HURRY TO THE 2009 CWA CONFERENCE! 
By CWA Bookstore/Book Signing Coordinator Lyn T. Garson, CVT  

 Going to the CWA Conference in White Plains, 
New York? Make sure your books are there, too! Yes, the 
2009 CWA Book Signing Extravaganza is on its way!  
 This year CWA authors will be showcased on the 
main stage in conjunction 
with the Westchester Cat 
Show at the Westchester 
County Center, 198 Central 
Avenue, White Plains, N.Y.  
A free shuttle will run every 
hour from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
to and from the Center and 
the CWA conference hotel.   
 The onstage     
book-selling booth, staffed 
by CWA volunteers, will be 
open after our conference     
sessions on Saturday,      
November 21, from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. This will allow everyone 
to enjoy the CWA sessions, then head over to the County  
Center in time for the cat fashion show just before our book 
signing event. Authors can sign any time Saturday during the 
3-5 p.m. time slot. At this point we will not be assigning                                   
specific time slots or shifts; however, this is subject to change 
depending on the final number of authors.  
 Authors may also have two additional opportunities 
for signing their books (dependent on how many of you are 
interested). One option is to sign anytime during conference/
cat show hours on Saturday in the vendor room. This is 
a space of three conference rooms combined to open up 
into one large area, and all cat show attendees will enter 
through this area in order to access the cat show. Authors who 
would like to utilize this space will be required to be         
completely independent, as we do not currently have enough 
volunteers to staff this alternate area. In order for us to utilize 
this space, we must have enough interest to have authors    
present throughout the day. 

 On Sunday we will also have an opportunity to sign. 
We can be onstage from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m., or the alternate   
vendor space can be utilized during conference/cat show 
hours. Both options for Sunday require authors to be self-

sufficient, and signing   
areas (onstage or vendor 
room, or both) will depend 
on the number of authors 
who are interested.  
 So…we have 
many options to consider! 
Please let me know if you 
are interested in any of the 
additional options. 
 Please be advised 
that all these signing      
opportunities are ONLY 
for attending authors. You 

have to sign up for the conference to have your books at our 
booth and to be part of our book signing event!! 
 If you have registered for the conference and if you 
advised me before the October 5 deadline that you would like 
to sell your books at the book booth, then you are on my list 
and you are registered for the Saturday Afternoon Signing 
Extravaganza. Barnes &   
Noble will ship books       
directly to the County Center 
at no charge, or you may 
bring your own books.     
Barnes & Noble is offering 
20 percent off the list price 
for trade books. They will 
also check all the titles in  
advance to be sure they are 
returnable. I can’t wait to see 
all of you CWA “Cats and 
Kittens” in New York! ♥ 
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Today, as I write, it is August 30. 

School started this week, and I met with 
teacher friends ahead of time to wish 
them well. A couple of high school 
administrators stopped by our table to 
say howdy – and to ask, “Gee, Amy, 
what’ll you do since you’re not teaching 
this year?” 

“Well,” I answered, “I’ll continue 
doing what I did before. Write.”  

The sad, pitying looks said it all. 
Poor clueless Amy . . . giving up such a 
wonderful secure job, for what? She’d 
rather stay home to play with her kitty 
and dog?  

In a word . . . yes! It’s a tough job, 
but somebody’s got to do it. 

In the 11 weeks since leaving my 
school job, in my do-nothing job I’ve 
interviewed nearly 
a dozen fascinating 
professionals for 
my weekly radio 
show, written two dozen newspaper and 
online columns, appeared in half a dozen 
TV segments, produced three monthly       
E-newsletters, given interviews to a 
handful of journalists, presented at two 
writer conferences in Oklahoma and 
New York City, put together my online 
“reels” for speaking appearances, played 
cello in a theater production, completed 
a novel, and created a concept and 
filmed a TV pilot. If those last two 
projects generate interest (paws 
crossed!) there’ll be more exciting work 
in the offing. In between playing with 
my dog Magic and Seren-kitty, that is. 

Thank the cat-gods for the fantastic 
CWA volunteers working on the contest, 
conference, website, and this newsletter! 
Forgive me for not mentioning all by 
name, but you’ll see many committee 
coordinators and project chairs listed 
elsewhere in this issue. Be sure to not 

only sign up for the various events – but 
also THANK these folks for stepping up 
to help out – and for keeping me on 
target with what needs to be done. Our 
organization and events simply can’t 
happen without the effort of many. Nor 
can they happen without the generous 
support of our outstanding awards and 
conference sponsors, officers, and 
directors. Believe me, they all have to-
do lists that make me look like a slacker.  

As always, there will be some      
last-minute changes and adjustments to 
our conference events, no matter how 
well we plan in advance. Check the 
website often for updates. If there is  
last-minute must-know info you need, 
I’ll send out an email blast. 

You’ll see the tentative schedule, 
plus speaker bios and topic descriptions, 
elsewhere in this newsletter. Please note 
various deadlines for editor/agent 
appointments, the book signing event, 
and more. This issue of MEOW likely 
will arrive after the October 1 “early 
bird” deadline for reduced rate, but 
there’s still plenty of time to register for 
the conference. Preliminary results of 
the contest should be available soon, too 
– wouldn’t it be great to hear your name 

announced as winner 
at the banquet!? So 
get your plane and 
hotel reservations, 

put together book and article pitches, 
and maybe win an award or an 
assignment from an editor. 

This is my last column as CWA 
President. The year has been 
challenging, frustrating, exciting, and 
rewarding. I can’t thank the membership 
enough for giving me the opportunity to 
once again help guide this incredible 
organization. Your support and faith, 
along with constructive criticism, helped 
enormously. A new group of energetic 
officers and directors stand ready to lead 
the CWA, and it’s with sadness and not 
a little relief that I’ll hand over the 
gavel. It’s time for me to dedicate more 
time to spend with my cat, dog and 
husband – and a few other writerly 
things.  

The Cat Writers’ Association has my 
heart, and always will. See you in New 
York! ♥ 

President’s Message 
By Amy D. Shojai 

Highlight of 
a Busy Year: 
See You in 
New York! 

Amy with her kitty, Seren 

The Cat Writers’ Association 
has my heart, and always will.  
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MY WEEKEND AS A CWA “KITTEN” 
 

By Barbara Stretton 

 I discovered the Cat Writers’ Association by serendipity when I was doing 
some searching on the web. I had just finished the first book of my series about the  
cat detective Tori Trotter, The Case of the Tiberian Tiger; and since it was             
self-published, I was finding out what I could about marketing. And there was the 
“Cat Writers’ Association.”  
 I learned more and joined CWA. I also sent my book to the contest and       
received a Certificate of Excellence. I couldn’t go to the conference that year, but I 
determined I’d get there in 2008. Fortunately, it was moved to Atlanta, so it was easier 
for me to get there than going to the West Coast. 
 I went to the first event on Thursday night, the TNT (Thursday Night Team) 
bag stuffing party. Right away I knew I was in the right place. These people loved  
animals, especially cats, as I do. And they were writers and artists, as I am. That night, 

while we were getting acquainted after dinner, someone coined the word “Kittens” for those of us who had never 
been to the conference before. I was proud to be a Kitten at the CWA conference. 
 The bag stuffing party was a chance for our litter of Kittens to get acquainted before the busy days of   
excellent programs, meals, and networking began. It amazed me what wonderful things were going into the bags, 
and the bags themselves were canvas with our logo on one side and Cat Fancy on the other. I proudly carry mine 
everywhere. 
 After a light breakfast and a welcome from our president, Nancy Peterson, the first official day began on 
Friday with a program on “Developing Feline Vaccines and Medicines” by Robert Menardi, DVM, a researcher 
who provided very useful information. The entire day was filled with more great presentations by members and 
professionals, including “Marketing Plans for Fun and Profit” by Vic DiGenti and “Writing Competitions 101 — 
How to Write Award-winning Material and Judge Your Peers” by Dusty Rainbolt. 

I was also impressed by the many sponsors and how welcoming they were, and the awards ceremony was 
especially inspiring. There are so many opportunities to be recognized in the field of cat writing by CWA.  
 There is always room for improvement, of course, so I was glad to join the team planning this year’s   
conference. I know this year’s crop of Kittens will enjoy it as much as I did and, like me, will want to be more 
involved in the planning and running of this wonderful organization. ♥ 

… CWA Kittens: Hurry to the Conference! ... 

Barbara Stretton is the author of the Tori Trotter 
mysteries (www.ToriTrotter.com). She will moderate 

a panel discussion on writing for children at the 
2009 CWA conference. 

Join the TNT, Kittens! 
You’ll have fun!! 

 Rescued Manx Kittens Jo, Button, and Flo                      © KP 
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    Wouldn’t you like to win $500 to attend CWA’s 
2010 conference? If so, jump at this chance to enter 
the Premier Pet Products Scholarship Prize drawing. 
It’s easy to do. Just send your name and membership 
number to Barbara Florio Graham at 
simon@storm.ca. Please make your subject line:  
Premier Scholarship. Although submitting by email 
is best, you can also send your entry by snail mail to 
Barbara Florio Graham, ATTN: CWA, 535 Charles-
Desnoyers, Gatineau, QC J8P 3X4 CANADA. The 
new postal rate for a one-ounce letter from the United 
States to Canada is 75 cents. 
    The winner will be chosen at random at this year’s 
conference, but will receive his/her check the        
following year when actually attending CWA’s 2010 
conference. Three runners-up will also be drawn in 
the event that the winner cannot attend next year. 
Remember, the person who wins the random drawing 
this year does NOT have to be present at this year’s 
conference. The prize is designed so that the sponsor 
presents the winner with the reimbursement check at 
our 2010 conference.  
    Any current CWA member (except a previous 
Conference Stipend winner) may apply by October 
15 (postmark). Please direct any questions about 
Premier Pet Products’ generous scholarship prize to 
President Amy D. Shojai at amy@shojai.com. ♥ 

News for Non-attending Book Authors 
     CWA book authors who are unable to travel to White Plains, N.Y., for our annual conference may mail one piece of   
publicity to Debra White, CWA Non-attending Authors Coordinator, at 3301 Terrace Road, Tempe, AZ 85282, by October 
31. Your publicity material will be placed on our information tables and will be available to conference attendees throughout 
the two days of seminars. No actual books will be accepted (Debra has to haul everything with her on an airplane), but you 
may submit, for example, a bookmark, flyer, cover overrun, book review, or mail order form. Materials will not be returned. 
 Participation Guidelines: 
 1) This offer is valid only for CWA member authors who have paid their 2009 dues. 
 2) No more than one piece of publicity may be sent per non-attending author. 
 3) You may send up to 50 copies of that one piece of publicity material (no books!). 
 4) Material must be sent in advance, by mail, to Coordinator Debra White (address above). Include your email            
 address to receive confirmation that your materials were received. Deadline: October 31. 
 5) We are not responsible for any materials sent too late for the conference, and we will not return leftover materials. 
     Thank you for your understanding, and we look forward to including your material on our information tables. ♥ 

Those of you who participated in last year’s Thursday Night 
Team (TNT) event know that it was a great way to unwind from a 

day of traveling, mingle with fellow CWA members, and enjoy 
snacks. Everybody, join us this year! The TNT will meet at          

7 p.m. in a room to be announced to put together our conference 
folders and stuff our door prize bags. The more volunteers we 

have, the sooner we can eat. If you’d like to be part of the TNT 
festivities, please contact Amy Shojai at amy@shojai.com. 

Calling All CWA “Kittens” & Cats 
JOIN US FOR TNT TIME! 

Premier Pet Products $500 CWA 
Conference Scholarship: 

Enter the Drawing                    
for a Chance to Win 

Recruit New Members for a 
Chance to Win the $500 CWA 

Membership Bounty Prize 
Central Life Sciences/Comfort Zone® with Feliway® is 

the gracious sponsor of a $500 Membership Bounty 
Prize awarded to the CWA member who sponsors the 
most new members between last year’s and this year’s 
conferences. We have added 35 new members in the 
past year, and it’s great to see the enthusiasm of the 
new members and their sponsors. We welcome our  

newcomers, and we want more! 
 

Take this opportunity to benefit yourself, a new member, 
and CWA. Start recruiting those cat writers and artists, 

and pretty soon you may be carrying home that       
Membership Bounty check. ♥ 

© Princess Kitty Inc. 
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… more conference news ... 
Door Prizes Wanted! 

Preliminary Agenda 
2009 Membership Breakfast Meeting 
November 21, 2009, 8-9:30 a.m.  
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 Secretary and Treasurer reports 
 Committee reports 
NEW BUSINESS:  
 Service presentations 
 Election of new slate of officers 
      and Council Directors 
 Plans for 2010 conference 
 Other New Business from the floor 
RAFFLE for One-of-a-Kind Prizes 

Please contact CWA President Amy 
Shojai (amy@shojai.com) ASAP   
if you are willing to volunteer for   

last-minute, onsite jobs at the       
upcoming CWA Conference.   

 NOW is the time our Door Prize Chair gathers items to give away at our November CWA Conference. Please help 
by donating cat- or dog-related gifts. All items are welcome – no need for them to be fancy or exceptional. Remember,      
something you don’t need may become another member’s treasure. 
     Please bring any gifts with you to our conference. Or, if you prefer, mail them to the hotel. Make sure that they arrive 
on Nov. 16, 17, or 18. Please pack your items in as few boxes as possible, and use UPS Ground or USPS flat rate boxes 
($10.35-$13.95). 
 Send all boxes to Shalon Wolf, Conference Planning Manager; HOLD FOR Cat Writers’ Association         
Conference; Crowne Plaza White Plains Hotel, 66 Hale Avenue, White Plains, NY 10601; FOR NANCY PETERSON.  
     Appropriate items include books (especially those signed by you!), jewelry, pet toys, collars, training products, art items, 
grooming tools, figurines, and so on. Nothing – not even kitty cat slippers or cat costumes – will be too outlandish! 
      Last year’s members were extremely generous, and we all enjoyed fantastic prizes and surprises. This year, clean out 
your unused or unneeded “stuff” and we’ll all get pleasure from our new “stuff.” For more details or questions, please call 
Nancy (after 7 p.m. Eastern time) at 301-951-9155 or email her at cwa-nancy@starpower.net. ♥ 
P.S. Leftover or unclaimed prizes will be donated to a local humane group, so all your donations will be worthwhile! 

Seeking CWA Leaders for 2010 

 Looking for a few meow-va-lous leaders for CWA! We are an organization about to celebrate its Sweet Sixteen  
birthday and we need you to step up and help CWA become even better. 
 Amy Shojai, CWA co-founder, returned as president in 2009 to help guide us on a steady course. Thank you, Amy! 
Now long-time member Susan Ewing has expressed interest in becoming president. Wendy Christensen and Dr. Jill   
Richardson have indicated that they would like to continue as secretary and treasurer, respectively. Kim Campbell Thornton, 
a supporter of CWA since 1997, will end her term as vice president at the end of 2009. Dusty Rainbolt has indicated that she 
is interested in running for VP. 
 We have more than 240 talented and smart people on our membership roster. This is no time to cat nap – we need 
you to step up and play a more active role in CWA.  
 Here is the slate of officers for 2010: President: Susan Ewing; Vice President: Dusty Rainbolt; Secretary: Wendy   
Christensen; Treasurer: Dr. Jill Richardson. 
 In addition, there are three spots up for election for the Council of Directors. These two-year terms expire in 2011.  
Current directors who have expressed interest in continuing to serve are Heike Hagenguth and Arden Moore. 
 If you are interested in serving as a CWA director and want your name added to the nominations, please contact 
Nominations Chair Arden Moore at arden@ardenmoore.com.A full-membership vote will take place later this year, and   
details will be posted in MEOW and on the CWA website: www.catwriters.org. ♥ 

GET OFF THE FENCE!  
PLEASE VOLUNTEER 

~CWA NEEDS YOU NOW ~ 

By Arden Moore, CWA Nominations Chair  

NOTE: The Guidelines for CWA Nominations and Elections can be viewed online 
 at www.catwriters.org/08nominating-guidelines.pdf. 
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     NOW is the time to make your editor/agent appointments for the upcoming CWA conference in White Plains, 
N.Y. All requests must be made by November 1. 
     CWA Agent/Editor Appointments Coordinator Heike Hagenguth is making appointments now; contact her 
with your requests at worddesign@usa.net. The venue will be the conference hotel, location TBA; and you will 
be informed of the exact meeting place and time. The deadline for requests is November 1, 2009. The final 
schedule will be sent to all attendees on November 10 and may be updated afterwards only at the request of 
agents/editors. Kindly read the guidelines below. 
 
     1) This offer is valid for CWA members who have paid their 2009 dues and full conference registration fees, 
and for guests who have paid full conference registration fees. All fees must be paid prior to booking the          
appointments. 
     2) The maximum possible number of appointments is three. You are kindly requested to rank by priority. 
Clearly identify editors/agents by name as it is not the role of the coordinator to assume and make matches. 
Please visit http://www.catwriters.org/annual-info.html for updates on attending editors & agents. You can also 
email worddesign@usa.net for an updated list. 
     3) You may request additional appointments at a later time should you now wish to request fewer than three 
appointments or if any editor/agent cancels his or her attendance. 
     4) You are responsible to advise the coordinator in advance – as early as possible – in case you are        
involved in other activities and cannot be scheduled for appointments at certain times. 
     5) You are responsible to meet your appointments on time; agents/editors are not committed to reschedule 
your appointments if missed. 
     6) You can request your appointments by email to coordinator Heike Hagenguth worddesign@usa.net. 
     7) Kindly inform the coordinator as early as possible should you need to cancel your appointments. 
     8) In case of any editor/agent canceling his or her attendance, you will be notified by a general email        
directed to the list. 
     9) Requests for appointments or changes will be disregarded after the deadline, which is November 1, 2009. 
     10) Please note that your requests and any questions are welcome and will be attended to as early as       
possible; however, they cannot always be answered immediately due to geographic location/time zone       
(Cairo/Egypt) and work situation of the coordinator. 
     11) Available agents & editors as of 09/21/2009: 
       
   •  Wayne Barr, Aquisitions Editor, Barron’s Educational Series  
   •  Andrew DePrisco, Editorial Director/Acquisitions Editor, BowTie Press  
   •  Kate Epstein, Founder and President, Epstein Literary Agency (Boston area)  
   •  Mary Grangeia, TFH Cat Books Editor  
   •  Marion Lane, Special Projects Editor, ASPCA Publications  
   •  Susan Logan, Editor, Cat Fancy  
   •  Arden Moore, Editor, Catnip & Fido Friendly 
   •  Erin C. Niumata, Folio Literary Management, LLC (New York)   
   •  Ellen Price, M.D., The WORLD of Professional Pet Sitting 
   •  Holly Rubino, Editor, Globe Pequot Press   
   •  Hope Schultz, Founder & President/COO, WebVet, LLC 
   
     The list of participating editors, publishers, and agents will be   
updated continually as our invitations are accepted, so check our 
web site at www.catwriters.org. Remember, appointments will be 
scheduled on a first-come, first-served basis, and all requests 
must be made by November 1. ♥ 

Make Your Editor & Agent Appointments Now! 

Pounce on this great 
opportunity to      

meet with top-flight 
editors & agents!  

Deadline for requests: 
November 1 

… more conference news ... 

BY CWA Agent/Editor Appointments Coordinator Heike Hagenguth 
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Marion Lane is the Special-Projects 
editor in the National Program Office of 
the ASPCA (American Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals), and 
co-author of Heritage of Care: The 
American Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals (Praeger, 2007) and many other works.  

Meet the Editors & Agents 
Wayne Barr is the sole Acquisitions Editor at Barrons Educational 
Series. Among the many titles he has acquired at Barrons are scores 
of pet books, including a new series called Barrons Breed Bibles. 
Wayne is an attorney who, during his legal publishing career, has 
served as editor-in-chief and publisher.  

Andrew DePrisco is the Editorial Director and 
Acquisitions Editor for BowTie Press, a       
division of BowTie, Inc. Andrew has been in 
the dog publishing world for more than 20 
years. He began his career in dog books at 
T.F.H. Publications in 1987. In 1997 he was 
hired as Editor for the European pet-publisher 
Animalia, Ltd. In 2003 he began Kennel Club 
Books and has served as Editor in Chief since 
its inception. He is the author of more than 10 

books on dogs and cats, including the Benjamin Franklin award-
winner Woof! A Gay Man’s Guide to Dogs and several DWAA-
nominated titles, including Canine Lexicon, Choosing a Dog for 
Life, and A New Owner’s Guide to Training the Perfect Puppy.  
Andrew would like to meet writers who have a book proposal,   
complete with an outline, and a CV (what books they’ve written, 
publications, etc.). Ideally they’d have a mini-marketing plan 
(who’s the audience for the book, how would they help sell it).  

Kate Epstein is the Founder/President of Epstein 
Literary Agency. She represents nonfiction for 
adults across a spectrum of topics, with a specialty 
in accessible projects. Her books have included Cat 
Wrangling Made Easy and Ghost Cat Stories by 
Dusty Rainbolt; The New Holistic Way for Dogs 
and Cats by Paul McCutcheon, DVM, and Susan 
Weinstein; and The Dog Who’s Always Welcome by Lorie Long.  

  Mary Grangeia is the Cat Books Editor for TFH Publications and 
is responsible for all TFH books in these categories. Before joining 
TFH, she worked as Senior Editor for IEEE Publications, a division 
of the nonprofit technical institution. She has run a freelance editing 
service and has written and produced for television. She holds a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in English Literature and Film and 
Television from New York University. 

Susan Logan is the highly 
honored, prize-winning 
editor of BowTie Inc.’s 
CAT FANCY magazine 
and CatChannel.com. She 
lives in Southern California 
with her cats Chloe, Sophie, 
and Madison.  

Veteran journalist Arden Moore wears 
many “collars” in the pet world: radio 
show host, magazine editor, author,   
professional speaker, and blogger. She’s 
the Show Host of Pet Life Radio’s Top 
10-rated OH BEHAVE!; editor of the 
prize-winning newsletter Catnip: The 
Newsletter for Caring Cat Owners,   
published by the School of Veterinary 
Medicine at Tufts University; and    
President, Editor, Writer, and Professional Speaker at By Arden, 
Inc. Previously a real-world Florida newspaper journalist, now 
she’s widely recognized as a top editor/speaker in the pet arena. 

Erin C. Niumata has been in publishing for more 
than 18 years. She started as an editorial assistant 
at Simon and Schuster in the Touchstone/Fireside 
paperback division; moved to Harper Collins as an 
editor; and then went to Avalon Books as Editorial 
Director, working on Romance, Mysteries, and 
Westerns. Erin has edited many authors, including 

Leon Uris, Stuart Woods, Phyllis Richman, Senator Fred Harris, 
Michael Lee West, Erica Jong, Brenda Maddox, Lawrence Otis 
Graham, and Joan Rivers. She represents a wide range of clients, 
including pet writer Sandy Robins, Beverly Hills Groomer Artist 
Knox, teen-advice guru Josh Shipp, pediatrician Dr. Lara Zibners, 
grammar queen Martha Brockenbrough, TLC’s Cake Boss, and 
fiction writers Lynda Simmons, Holly Jacobs, and Julie Hyzy. Erin 
is looking for Fiction: commercial women’s fiction, historical   
fiction, cozy mysteries, psychological thrillers, suspense, humor. I 
love sassy Southern and/or British heroines. Nonfiction: parenting, 
self help, women’s issues, fashion, pop culture and humor, pet  
care/pets, memoirs, history. No romance, westerns, poetry, short 
story collections, business, travel memoirs, YA, or picture books. 

Holly Rubino, the Editor at Globe Pequot Press, 
holds an M.A. degree from New York           
University. She was previously the Acquisitions 
Editor for Globe Pequot Press for seven years. 

Hope Schultz, Founder & President/COO, 
WebVet, LLC, combined consumer insights and 
innovative marketing with her passion for      
animals to create a innovative source of         
information and interaction for pet lovers. She 
was previously the CEO at Broad Intelligence, 
Vice President/Planning Director at Y&R 
Brands, Senior Vice President/Global       

Knowledge Director at Leo Burnett, Senior Director at Frank 
About Woman, President of FocusWomen, a Senior Executive at 
New York City PR firms, and Director of Marketing at MSNBC. 

Ellen Price, M.D., is the Editor of The WORLD of Professional 
Pet Sitting magazine and also is the Academic Manager for Pet 
Sitters International, a global leader in the pet-sitting industry and 
the world’s largest educational association for professional pet   
sitters. Price designed the group’s educational program. 

For appointments,  
contact Coordinator 
Heike Hagenguth at   
worddesign@usa.net 

DEADLINE:  
NOVEMBER 1 
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Thank You to Our Dedicated 2009 Contest Judges! 
By Nancy Marano, Contest Chair 

 
 Let’s hear it for the judges! The contest committee for the 2009 Cat Writers’ Association Communication Contest is 
thrilled that so many of you – 56 CWA members in all – volunteered to judge this year. 
 My mailbox and email inbox filled up quickly with completed scoring sheets from the judges. Many thanks to those   
of you who turned in your scores early! 
 By the end of September, the contest committee had calculated and recalculated all the scores to identify those entrants 
who earned Certificates of Excellence (averaging 90 points or more on a 100-point scale) and the “top cats” (the Muse              
Medallion™ winners) in each of the regular categories. 
 Our goal is to send out Certificates of Excellence to qualifying contest entries by the end of October. Names of the 
Muse Medallion™ winners are kept secret until they are revealed at the awards ceremony – the feline writers’ version of the 
Oscars – on Nov. 21 in White Plains, NY, at the CWA conference. 
 We salute the following members who volunteered to judge in this year’s contest – many of whom took on more than 
one  category. To maintain fairness, we are simply listing the members in alphabetical order and not by category. 
 Special paws up to Joanne Anderson, Niki Anderson, Maryjean Ballner, T. J. Banks, Jane Calloway, Wendy          
Christensen, Debbie DeLouise, Andrea Dorn, Susan Easterly, Susan Ewing, Carol Frischmann, Stephanie Galindo, Lea-Ann    
Germinder, Paul Glassner, Barbara Florio Graham, Heike Hagenguth, Linda Kay Hardie, Dena Harris, Helen Jablonski,      
Bernadette Kazmarski, and Natalia Krawetz. 
 Also, high paws for Marion Lane, Anne Leighton, Susan Logan, Nancy Marano, Ramona Marek, Marva Marrow,     
William McDonald, Lynn Miller, Mary Anne Miller, Linda Mohr, Arden Moore, Cimeron Morrissey, Barbara Moss, Shirley 
Rousseau Murphy, Karen Nichols, and Nancy Peterson. 
 And, three meows for Dusty Rainbolt, Shara Rendell-Smock, Jill Richardson, Sandy Robins, Fran Pennock Shaw, 
Amy Shojai, Clea Simon, Betty Sleep, Joan Lowell Smith, Betsy Stowe, Suzanne Stowe, Sandra Toney, Judi Traynor, Lee 
Wardlaw, Michelle West, Debra White, Deborah Wolfe, Elissa Wolfson, and Karen Wormald. 
 Good luck to all the entrants and paws way up to all the judges! ♥ 

Bruce Adams 
Melody Amundson 
Joanne Anderson 
Sally Bahner 
Judi Basolo 
Laura Lee Bloor 
Sheila Webster Boneham 
Wendy Christensen 
Steve Dale 
Andrea Dorn 
Susan Ewing 
Julie Falconer 
Helmi Flick 
Carol Frischmann 
Mike Friese 
Janiss Garza 
Paul Glassner 
Stacy N. Hackett 
Louise Holton   
Weems Hutto 
 

Helen Jablonski 
Cheryl Kitchell 
Brad Kollus 
Susan Logan 
Dandi Dailey Mackall  
Brigitte McMinn 
Mary Anne Miller 
Linda Mohr 
Arden Moore 
Cimeron Morrissey 
Sandra Murphy 
Leslea Newman 
Anthony Nichols 
Karen Nichols  
Polina Olsen 
Beryl Peters 
Nancy Peterson 
Stephanie Piro 
Arnold Plotnick 
Dusty Rainbolt 
 

Nancy Reeves 
Sandy Robins 
Mark Rogers 
Fran Pennock Shaw 
Dr. Monica Shepherd 
Amy Shojai 
Clea Simon 
Gregory Simpson 
Michael Sleep 
Preston Smith 
Rosie Sorenson 
Suzanne Stowe 
Rebecca Sweat 
Kim Thornton 
Sandra Toney 
Debbie Waller 
Debra White 
Elissa Wolfson  

THIS JUST IN!!! 
By Nancy Marano, CWA Contest Chair 

 
The following people will be awarded one or more Certificates of Excellence in the 2009 CWA Communication Contest. 
This means they averaged a score by the judges of 90 or better out of 100. The winners of the Muse Medallions™ will be 

announced on November 21st at the 16th Annual CWA Awards Banquet in White Plains, NY. 
Congratulations to each of you! 

TM TM 

ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION  

on Certificate winners 
will be posted soon  
on CWA’s web site, 
www.catwriters.org.  

MUSE MEDALLION™ 
winners will  be    

announced               
at the annual   

Awards Banquet! 
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… more conference news ... 

Kevin Fitzgerald grew up in 
Denver and graduated from 
the University of Colorado in 
Boulder where he also      
received a master’s degree 
and his doctorate in          
endocrinology. In 1983 he 
received a D.V.M. degree 
from Colorado State        
University.  
 Dr. Fitzgerald has 
served as President of the 
Denver Area Veterinary 
Medical Society (DAVMS), 
as a member of the Board of 
Directors of the Rocky 

Mountain Poison and Drug Center, and since 1985 has been       
assistant professor adjunct at the University of Denver where he 
teaches Perspectives in Veterinary Medicine.  
 In 1998 he became board-certified in Canine and Feline 
Practice by the American Board of Veterinary Practitioners. Dr. 
Fitzgerald writes monthly columns for the American Kennel Club 
Gazette, American Kennel Club Family Dog magazine, and Police 
Dog magazine. He also has written 21 book chapters in various  
veterinary texts ranging from small animal toxicology and       
emergency medicine to reptile medicine and surgery. In 1993 he 
received the “Up and Coming” veterinarian award from the Colo-
rado Veterinary Medical Society, and in 2006 he received Hill’s 
Dog Food and Veterinary Specialists in Private Practice’s “Spirit of 
Excellence” award for the outstanding specialist in private practice.  
 For four years he had a weekly radio spot, “Veterinary  
Corner,” on Lewis and Floorwax’s popular morning show. Since 
2003 he has hosted a weekly television segment, “Animal House” 
on Denver’s Channel 2 morning news, and since 1997 he has been 
a featured veterinarian on Animal Planet’s Emergency Vets.  
 His hobbies include stand-up comedy, traveling and     
movies. He thinks none of us laugh enough. ♥ 

2009 CWA Conference 
Friday Night Dinner Speaker 

Kevin T. Fitzgerald, D.V.M., Ph.D.  
Diplomate, 

American College of Veterinary Practitioners  

2009 CWA Conference 
Saturday Lunch Speaker 

Leslie A. Lyons, Ph.D.  
Associate Professor,  

University of California, Davis  

Leslie Lyons was born 
and raised in southwestern 
Pennsylvania, one hour 
south of Pittsburgh, in 
Uniontown. Dr. Lyons 
received her graduate   
degrees from the          
University of Pittsburgh, 
Graduate School of Public 
Health, Department of  
Human Genetics. Both her 
master’s and doctorate 
degrees are in human    

genetics, specializing in both laboratory and data   
analysis of human disease gene mapping. In 1992, Dr. 
Lyons joined the National Cancer Institute’s Laboratory 
of Genomic Diversity for her post-doctoral career in 
comparative genetics. At the NCI, she helped organized 
the Feline Genome Project. Dr. Lyons developed a    
feline genetic mapping pedigree using natural mating 
and assisted reproductive techniques between domestic 
and Asian Leopard cats. These hybrid cats are known as 
Bengals by cat breeders. Dr. Lyons was promoted to 
Research Fellow at the NCI and expanded her interests 
by initiating population genetic and disease gene     
mapping projects for the domestic cat. 
 In the fall of 1999, Dr. Lyons joined the       
University of California, Davis, School of Veterinary 
Medicine, Department of Population Health and        
Reproduction, to further pursue disease gene mapping 
and genetic map construction in companion animals, 
including cats, dogs, horses, and primates. The         
laboratory’s major focus is the genetics of the domestic 
cat, including disease, inherited traits, and population      
diversity. Dr. Lyons’ research laboratory has had recent 
success with the identification of the gene causing     
Persian cat polycystic kidney disease, which is the most 
prevalent inherited disease in cats. The laboratory has 
also identified the mutations for Siamese, Burmese,  
albino, chocolate, and cinnamon coat colors, as well as 
the mutation causing cat blood group B. Each of these 
mutations can now be used as a genetic test in cats. Dr. 
Lyons’ laboratory also has led an international           
collaboration to develop a worldwide genetic panel for 
parentage and identification profiling in cats, which is 
even being used in forensic applications. Recent work  

has included analysis of the origin of cat breeds and the sites of cat 
domestication, which resulted in a documentary for National    
Geographic Explorer called “The Science of Cats.”  
 Dr. Lyons is an avid sports fan who plays softball and    
basketball, has seen every major league baseball stadium in the 
United States, is loyal to the Pittsburgh Pirates, skis, scuba dives, 
enjoys car racing, and roots for the Pittsburgh Steelers. ♥ 
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TENTATIVE SCHEDULE  
2009 CAT WRITERS’ ASSOCIATION 16th ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

November 19-22, 2009, White Plains, N.Y. 
 
  

Thursday, November 19 
7 p.m. 
TNT – DOOR PRIZE & CONFERENCE FOLDER STUFFING PARTY 

 

Friday, November 20 
7:30-9 a.m. Registration, Breakfast, Announcements 
 
9-9:50 a.m. 
TRACK ONE: The Art of Interviewing: Next Question. When it comes to interviewing, cat got your tongue? 
Or did your subject hiss but not tell? This session spotlights ways to land an interview and get the most out of it. 
Presenter Arden Moore guides you to interview professionals, pet guardians, and purr-sonalities in person, by 
phone, and by email. You have questions? Arden has the answers. Veteran journalist Arden Moore’s list of     
interviewees range from A-list celebrities to powerful politicians and champion athletes and yes, even a serial 
killer. Among her subjects: Betty White, Jennifer Aniston, Fred Willard, Tony Hawk, and murderer Danny    
Rolling. She wears many “collars” in the pet world: radio show host, magazine editor, author, professional 
speaker, and blogger. Learn more by visiting www.ardenmoore.com. 
 
TRACK TWO: Successful Pitches to Editors. As she tells the story of how she came to get six books published, four about pets, Sharon 

Sakson recounts her experiences with and advice on pitching pet stories to editors, as well as other ways she’s been 
successful in writing about people and their pets. Sharon Sakson’s most recent book is Paws and Effect: The Healing 
Power of Dogs. She is a freelance writer/producer of television programs in New York, has been a field producer for 
NBC Sports, WNBC, and ABC National News, and was an editor at The Wall Street Journal’s Dow Jones Newswires. 
She produced programs for Court TV, Food TV and local television stations in Baltimore, Chicago, and San Francisco. 
Sakson, who has a Master of Fine Arts in Writing degree from the New School for Social Research, is the author of 
two Bantam travel guides and has written more than 100 articles. She is a breeder of champion Whippets, Dachshunds, 
and Brussels Griffons under her “Parisfield” kennel prefix as well as an accredited American Kennel Club dog show 
judge, judging most of the Hound Group and some Working Group breeds.  
 

10-10:50 a.m. 
TRACK ONE: Tweet, Poke, and Post: Learn the New Ways to More Publicity. Lea-Ann Germinder, APR, 
Fellow PRSA, is a nationally recognized expert in public relations. She has specialized in promoting pet health and 
pet products for the last eleven years, and is well-known for her creative ideas – from “Pets Need Dental Care, Too!” 
to www.goodnewsforpets.com and her instrumental role in creating the CATalyst Council and its CATalyst Top Ten 
Cat-Friendly Cities initiative, in which social media played a key role. Learn how social media such as Twitter,  
Facebook, and instant messaging combined with traditional media can create buzz for your latest publishing project. 
For more information, visit www.germinder.com.  
 
TRACK TWO: Breaking into Other Genres. The presenter is Patricia Fry, a freelance writer, author, and editorial consultant who is 
the president of SPAWN (Small Publishers, Artists, and Writers Network) and the author of 29 books, including The Right Way to Write, 
Publish and Sell Your Book, The Author’s Repair Kit, and her latest – Catscapades, Tales of Ordinary and Extraordinary Cats.  
 
11-11:50 a.m. 
TRACK ONE: Vet/Industry Panel: Consumer Guide to Saving Money without Compromising Pet Health. (Panelists TBA.)    
Moderator Darlene Arden is a Certified Animal Behavior Consultant, journalist, author, learning facilitator and   
frequent media guest whose passion for helping animals live longer and better lives shines through in all she does. 
Whether she’s writing books or articles, speaking to animal-related groups, attending veterinary conferences to      
increase her own knowledge and as a presenter, or interacting with individual pet owners, her goal is always the same      
to enhance the lives of dogs and cats. A Judge, Referee, and Advisory Board Member for the World Canine Freestyle  
Organization, Inc., Arden also produces and hosts a cable television program in her spare time. She is owned by her 
Chartreux, GP Sinaye’s Plaisir d’Amour of Ajolie, Aimee to her friends. Find Darlene on the web at 
www.darlenearden.com.  

Lea-Ann with CocoCat 
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CWA CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 
TRACK TWO: Animal-Assisted Therapy. Our presenter, the “Voice of Westminster” and therapy dog handler 
David Frei, has co-hosted USA Network’s annual telecast of the Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show for 19 years 
and serves as co-host on NBC of The National Dog Show, which airs on Thanksgiving Day. He is director of   
communications for Westminster Kennel Club and president of WKC’s charity, Angel on a Leash, which promotes 
the use of therapy dogs to enhance human health and quality of life.  
      

11:50 a.m.-1:40 p.m. LUNCH ON YOUR OWN 
 
1:40-2:30 p.m. 
TRACK ONE: Rights and Content Fights. Are you confused about contracts and rights? Not sure what changes to ask for, what rights 
you hold? Frightened by publishers’ ever-growing demands? Join Minda Zetlin, vice president of the American Society of Journalists and 
Authors, for some straight talk about today’s contracts. You will also learn about two recent lawsuit settlements that could put money in 

your pocket for books or articles you’ve already written. Bring questions, and, if you like, actual contracts to review. 
Minda Zetlin is a recognized expert in the fields of management, technology, and international business. Her latest 
book is Telecommuting for Dummies. Topics covered include the following:  
• First rights, FNASR, all rights, and WMFH (there is a difference) 
• Digital rights and media “to-be-invented” 
• Indemnity clauses 
• Same-topic clauses 
• The changing landscape of book contracts 
• Registering copyright 
• The writers’ groups v. databases settlement (under review by the Supreme Court) 
• The Authors Guild et al. v. Google settlement 
 

TRACK TWO: Writing in the Cloud: Building a Website on a Shoestring, and Using Free Web 2.0 Tools to Write from Anywhere. 
Having your own domain name and a professional website is no longer optional for working writers – your competitors already have one. 
Being able to send a link to examples of your work online will help keep you current. In this session, we’ll learn how to inexpensively buy 
your own domain name, build a cheap (or free!) website, and get your domain and website on the web. Also, the digital tools for writing 
while on the go are much more accessible than ever. We’ll discuss some great websites that provide tools for word processing, backups,  
and photo enhancement, which are available on any Internet-connected computer. The presenter is Bill Pfleging, technology columnist,   
computer consultant, co-author of The Geek Gap, and former Lycos Networks Director of Community.  
 
2:40-3:30 p.m. 
TRACK ONE: Getting Socially Connected. Social networking is a necessity for the working writer. It’s no longer a matter of time before 
you’ll need to use social networking; today you’re expected to be connected. The number of social networking sites is huge – LinkedIn, 
Facebook, MySpace, Orkut, Ning, the list keeps growing. One thing they all have in common is how they can connect YOU to your      
business colleagues and readers. In this session, we’ll learn social network basics: how to set up a Facebook, MySpace, LinkedIn (etc.) 
page; best practices in using these for business; the top five “Don’ts” with social networking; and how to combine sites like Twitter with   
social network pages and even widgets to help build your business. Our expert is Bill Pfleging, technology columnist, computer consultant,    
co-author of The Geek Gap, and former Lycos Networks Director of Community.  
 
TRACK TWO: Lying Our Way to the Truth: Fiction, Nonfiction, & Memoir. What, exactly, is the truth? Frank Lloyd Wright said, 
“The truth is more important than the facts”; and Tracy Chapman said, “In the fiction in the space between/Sometimes a lie is the best 
thing.” Where is the line? It’s an issue that’s hit the best-seller lists and changed the way we think about memoirs, with some authors being 
caught passing off complete fiction as truth. Yet memoir is about telling a story. We’ll take a look at how nonfiction techniques can be used 
in fiction, and how fiction techniques can be used legitimately in nonfiction. Linda Kay Weber-Hardie is the author of Louie Larkey and 
the Bad Dream Patrol, the story of teddy bears who chase away bad dreams. Her other writing projects include an essay in the book Cat 
Women: Female Writers on Their Feline Friends, pieces in national magazines such as Cat Fancy and Chile Pepper, and poetry published 
in literary magazines. Linda is working toward an advanced degree in writing at the University of Nevada while teaching freshman English. 
A popular speaker at writers’ conferences, she can show how anyone can get started writing. Linda is a member of the Society of Children’s 
Book Writers and Illustrators (SCBWI), CWA, and the Rocky Mountain Modern Language Association; and has won numerous writing 
awards dating back to 1968. Linda is a graduate student, part-time college instructor, and freelance writer/editor in Reno. Learn more about 
Linda, her books and her presentations at www.louielarkey.com. 

 
 

 

David Frei & Belle 

Continued... 
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CWA CONFERENCE SCHEDULE (continued) 
3:30-4:30 p.m.  
Pet Food Recalls & Their Implications for Human and Pet Food Safety. Marion Nestle is Paulette Goddard  
Professor in the Department of Nutrition, Food Studies, and Public Health at New York University, which she 
chaired from 1988-2003. She also holds appointments as Professor of Sociology at NYU and Visiting Professor of 
Nutritional Sciences at Cornell University. Her degrees include a Ph.D. in molecular biology and an M.P.H. in public 
health nutrition, both from the University of California, Berkeley. She has held faculty positions at Brandeis         
University and the UCSF School of Medicine. From 1986-88, she was senior nutrition policy advisor in the          
Department of Health and Human Services and managing editor of the 1988 Surgeon General’s Report on Nutrition 
and Health. Her research examines scientific, economic, and social influences on food choice. She is the author of 
three prize-winning books: Food Politics: How the Food Industry Influences Nutrition and Health (2002; paperback 
2003; revised edition 2007), Safe Food: Bacteria, Biotechnology, and Bioterrorism (2003; paperback 2004), and 
What to Eat (2006; paperback 2007). Her latest book, Pet Food Politics: The Chihuahua in the Coal Mine, was published in September 
2008. She writes the “Food Matters” column for the San Francisco Chronicle, is a contributing editor for The Bark magazine, and blogs 
daily (almost) at www.foodpolitics.com and the Atlantic Food Channel (http://food.theatlantic.com/nutrition/).  
 
4:30-5:30 p.m. 
TRACK ONE: Children’s Book Panel: Writing and Selling Books for Children. Panelists Linda Kay Hardie, Matthew Van Fleet, 

Brian Stanton, Rick Aruzza, Lisa Desimini, and Anne Rockwell join Moderator Barbara  
Stretton for a lively session. Matthew Van Fleet is the creator of the #1 New York Times          
bestsellers DOG and Alphabet. His other bestselling books include Monday the Bullfrog, Fuzzy  
Yellow Ducklings, Spotted Yellow Frogs, One Yellow Lion, and Tails. Matt’s worked can be viewed 
on his website at http://www.dragonflys.com. He lives with his family in Chappaqua, New York. 
Brian Stanton is a New York-based commercial photographer who shoots advertising, corporate, 
and editorial assignments. His clients include The Independent Film Channel, NBC, Bravo         
Networks, Lincoln Center, Panasonic, and Novartis. Brian’s work can be viewed at 
www.brianstantonphoto.com. He lives with his family in Croton-on-Hudson, New York. Rick    
Arruzza, a graduate of Syracuse University, has written five Sparky books for beginning-to-young 

readers about his dog Sparky: Sparky’s Walk, No Rest for Sparky, Sparky Coast to Coast, Sparky’s 
Big Race, and The Great Candy Caper. Rick presents programs about Sparky in elementary 
schools throughout the country. He also works closely with various animal rescue agencies because Sparky was a 
rescue dog herself; one dollar from each book sale goes to the Adopt-A-Dog (the Greenwich, Conn.-based agency 
that rescued Sparky from the dog pound in New York City) or to other animal rescue organizations. Lisa Desimini is 
a 1986 graduate from The School of Visual Arts who has written and/or illustrated more than 30 books for children. 
Her book My House was a New York Times Best Illustrated Book of the Year. Love Letters by Arnold Adoff was a 
Publisher’s Weekly Best Picture Book of the Year, a BCCB Blue Ribbon Book, and a School Library Journal Best 
Book of the Year. A video adaptation of Dot the Fire Dog was produced by Weston Woods. Anne Rockwell knew 
from an early age that creating books for children was what she was meant to do. In 1964 she published Paul and 

Arthur Search for the Egg, her first book for children; and now she has well over 100 books in print, including Katie Catz 
Makes a Splash; Good Morning, Digger; Our Yard is Full of Birds; and At the Firehouse. She also has written              
biographies, including They Call Her Molly Pitcher; Only Passing Through: The Story of Sojourner Truth, and Big 
George: How a Shy Boy Became President Washington. Moderator Barbara Stretton is the author of the Tori Trotter 
Mystery series about a cat detective, which includes The Case of the Tiberian Tiger, The Case of the Purloined Persian, 
and the just-released The Case of the Lurking Lion. The Case of the Tiberian Tiger won a Certificate of Excellence in the 
CWA’s 2006 contest. Barbara also has authored three YA novels, A Deeper Season, You Never Lose, and The Truth of the 
Matter; and two nonfiction books, The BLR Handbook of Practical Time Management Techniques and The Heart of the 
Music (with Salvatore Princiotti). 
 
 

 
 
TRACK TWO: Essaying Your Opinion. Tips on writing and selling thought-provoking pieces, presented 
by Marion Lane, Special Projects Editor in the National Program Office of the ASPCA (The American 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals), and co-author of Heritage of Care: The American Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (Praeger, 2007). 
 
 
6:30-7:30 p.m. RECEPTION 
 
7:30-9:30 p.m. DINNER, with featured speaker Dr. Kevin Fitzgerald, from Animal Planet’s popular Emergency Vets program 

Matt Van Fleet 
Photo by Brian Stanton 

Brian Stanton 
Photo by Piero Ribelli 

Barbara Stretton 

Rick & Sparky 

Marion & Charlie 
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SINCERE THANKS TO ALL OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS!! 

Saturday, November 21 
7:30-8 a.m. Registration 
 
8-9:30 a.m. CWA Membership Breakfast Meeting 
 
9:40-10:30 a.m.  
Using Social Networking for Success. We have more technology than ever before. We can reach more people than ever before, in shorter 
amounts of time. But that doesn’t mean we should do it! You can have all the tools in the world – it doesn’t mean you know what to do with 

them! The beauty of social and viral technology is that it allows us to reach many, many people in nanoseconds. 
The danger of it? – The exact same thing. The discussion includes social networking, viral marketing, all the fun 
ways to use them, and, perhaps most important, why sometimes not using any of them is your best bet. You’ll be 
shown how marketers, businesses, publicists, and everyday humans are  
• Using social media to spearhead new marketing campaigns and initiatives 
• Realizing that just because it exists, doesn’t mean you have to use it 
• Getting smarter about social networking every day 
• Learning that it’s not about making something viral, but about making something good 
Peter Shankman is recognized worldwide for radically new ways of thinking about social media, PR,           
marketing, advertising, creativity, and customer service. Peter is perhaps best known for founding Help A      
Reporter Out, (HARO) which in under a year has become the de-facto standard for thousands of journalists   
looking for sources on deadline, offering them more than 100,000 sources around the world looking to be quoted 
in the media. HARO is currently the largest free source repository in the world, sending out over 1,200 queries 
from worldwide media each week. Born and raised in New York City, Peter still lives there with his two        

psychotic cats, Karma and NASA, who consistently deny his repeated requests to relinquish the couch.  
 
10:40-11:30 a.m. 
TRACK ONE: Marketing for Nonfiction Authors. (PANELISTS TBA.) 
 
TRACK TWO: It’s a Mystery to Me: Writing Your Mystery. Techniques for outlining (or not), plotting, pacing, developing characters, 

researching, and more will be revealed by Clea Simon, the author of four Theda Krakow mysteries (Mew is for Murder, 
Cattery Row, Cries and Whispers, and the new Probable Claws) and the new Dulcie Schwartz series. As if two series 
weren’t enough, she’s also a journalist, arts critic, online writing instructor, cat lover, and epicurean human.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

11:40 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
Selling Content in the 21st Century. An agent, a book editor, and a magazine or webzine editor will discuss their insights into new ways 
authors can sell content in the future. The moderator is Beth Adelman, a Certified Cat Behavior Consultant and publishing professional 

who currently writes “The Cat Lady” column for the Heritage of Care and is co-editor of the journal Animal Behavior 
Consulting: Theory and Practice. Beth has edited more than 100 books about companion animals, many of them award 
winners, and worked for many years as an acquisitions and development editor for Howell Book House and Dorling 
Kindersley. She is also the former editor in chief of Cats magazine and DogWorld and former managing editor of the 
AKC Gazette. Her book, Every Cat’s Survival Guide to Living with a Neurotic Owner, is a multiple award winner.  
 

 
12:40-2 p.m. Lunch, featuring speaker Dr. Leslie Lyons, whose topic is “Genetics for Health”  
 
3-5 p.m. CWA Autograph Party at the Westchester Cat Show 
 
6:30 p.m. Reception 
 
7:30-10 p.m. Awards Banquet 

CWA CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 
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 CWA President Amy D. Shojai reports that 
CWA’s Lea-Ann Germinder has been working with  
Leslie Masson, publicist for the Westchester Cat Show. 
The cat show wants to encourage attendance, and 
CWA wants show exhibitors to attend our events – a 
win-win for both organizations! Masson has made   
several fabulous offers to our attendees: 
  (1) Anyone interested in booth space at the   
cat show may contact Eloise Weinsteiger at 
ELOVAL@aol.com. 
 (2) CWA authors who place ads in the cat 
show’s Spectator’s Guide, which is given free to all  
patrons, will receive a 25 percent discount. 
 (3) Anyone interested in sponsorships or     
advertising in the Spectator’s Guide or Show Catalog 
(which goes to exhibitors) may contact Leslie Masson 
at l.masson@verizon.net. 
 (4) Masson is willing to provide show posters 
and coupons to authors attending the CWA book    
signing event at the cat show, for posting on your web 
sites to advertise your presence at the show. ♥ 

Purr-ific Cooperation  
with Westchester Cat Show 

Vendor Space Is Available At Westchester Cat Show! Are You Interested? 

Betsy Stowe and Alex Matthews at a CWA signing event.  Photo by Dena Harris 

… more conference news ... 

     Our CWA President Amy D. Shojai, the CWA Council, 
Autograph Party Chair Lyn Garson, and representatives of the          
Westchester Cat Show have discussed CWA member         
inquiries about vendor space and other opportunities at the 
CWA conference and the cat show. The good news is that 
vendor space is available to CWA at the cat show! Here is 
Amy’s report on what you need to know: 
 
     (A) CWA seminars take place all day Friday and until 
about 2 p.m. on Saturday at the CWA hotel venue. We will 
NOT have vendor booths/tables at the hotel.  
     (B) The book signing is scheduled to take place Saturday 
afternoon at 3-5 p.m. (so there’s no conflict with CWA    
seminars) at Westchester County Center on the stage,     
DURING the cat show itself. Lyn and her volunteers will 
staff this event for book sales. The hotel provides us with a 
free shuttle there and back, every hour during the cat show, 
on both Saturday and Sunday. (CWA does not have any 
“official” events scheduled for Sunday). 
     (C) Separate and apart from the 2-hour autograph party, 
the cat show folks have generously offered CWA free vendor 
space at Westchester County Center. It’s my understanding 
that this vendor space is immediately outside the exhibit hall, 
in a series of rooms that one must pass through to get into the 
show. We have NOT requested volunteers to staff our CWA 
table(s) in this space other than during the signing, because it 
would conflict with attendance at the CWA’s seminars on  
Saturday morning. However, Lyn is soliciting expressions of 
interest from those authors and/or artists already participating 
in the autograph party to see if any one or combination 
wishes to pursue this opportunity during Saturday morning, 
or is staying for Sunday. Based on that, we will make a     
decision. If there is enough interest, we MAY be able to    
repeat the signing onstage on Sunday.  

     A majority of Council agreed to these guidelines: 
 
     (1) BOOK SIGNING: Those who are speakers and/or 
have purchased full registration were asked to contact Lyn 
with requested information by deadline (now past) to sign/sell 
their books and/or graphics. GRAPHICS means any photos/
illustrations that would qualify as a CWA contest entry or 
membership clip. Note: CWA cannot order anything other 
than books, so photographers/ illustrators must provide their 
own products (calendars, prints, etc) if they wish to           
participate. Crafts items (tee shirts, coffee mugs, etc) ARE 
NOT ELIGIBLE. 
     (2) VENDOR SPACE AT SHOW: IF there’s enough     
interest for us to use the offered CWA Vendor area, it would 
be available to this same group in (A) above; restricted to the 
same books/graphics merchandise; individuals would need to 
handle their own sales/scheduling; provide easels for display, 
if needed (nothing can be attached to walls); and, as with the 
SIGNING event, 10 percent of sales would go to the CWA. 
 
     Those interested in learning about renting their OWN  
vendor space from the Westchester Feline Club during the 
show (and you can sell whatever you want, and maybe share 
booth space with others) may contact Eloise Weinsteiger, 
212-741-3695, email: vendor@westchester- feline.org. I also 
have some brochures with pricing that I’d be happy to send to 
anyone who requests them from me at shojai@verizon.net 
(ProList doesn’t accept attachments.) ♥ 
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Shirley Rousseau Murphy’s fifteenth Joe Grey mystery, Cat 
Striking Back, will be out in October, following close on the 

tail of the paperback edition of last year’s Cat Playing Cupid.  
     Stephanie Piro has illustrated a brochure for the American 
Bird Conservancy called “Cats, Birds and You” which details   
the reasons cat owners should keep their pets indoors. 
     Fran Pennock Shaw has won the Pennsylvania Veterinary  
Medical Association (PVMA) 2009 A. Wayne Mountan          
Memorial Media Award in the newspaper category, for articles 
published in the Intelligencer Journal and Lancaster Sunday 
News. This is the sixth time she’s received the statewide award 
created to honor those who, through the media, communicate  
veterinary medical contributions to animal and public health. 
     Clea Simon’s new novel Shades of Grey (Severn House) was 
released in September and is garnering excellent reviews (e.g., 
“everything a mystery-lover could hope for”). It follows Probable 
Claws, the first novel in Clea’s new series, which was released in 
April. Read a Shades of Grey excerpt at www.cleasimon.com/
Shades_of_Grey.html; follow Clea’s blog tour at  
www.cleasimon.blogspot.com ; and catch her seminar on       
mystery writing at the 2009 CWA Conference! 
     Phil Zeltzman, DVM, DACVS, was interviewed by Tracie 
Hotchner on her radio shows “Cat Chat” (the Martha Stewart 
Channel, #112 of Sirius Satellite Radio and XM #157) and “Dog 
Talk” (NPR station WLIU 88.3 FM). Follow Phil’s activities at 
www.DrPhilZeltzman.com. ♥ 
 

Bits  
&  

Bytes 
     Steve Dale, who has two national radio shows 
(www.petworldradio.net), left WGN local radio after a          
12-year stint and began broadcasting on the Chicago market’s 
No. 1 station. His new one-hour show airs on WLS Radio at     
2 p.m. CST on Saturdays, plus one hour available on the    
Internet on demand  at www.wlsam.com. For details, visit 
www.stevedalepetworld.com. 
     Lea-Ann Germinder’s New York- and Kansas City-based 
Germinder & Associates, Inc., a full service agency and parent 
company/publisher of www.goodnewsforpets.com, won three 
Business Marketing Association (BMA) Kansas City chapter 
Fountain Awards for a branding campaign for CATalyst   
Council’s “Top 10 Cat-Friendly Cities” campaign including 
evolution of logo design, a “Conversation Cat” poster, and 
“Top 10 Cat-Friendly Cities” media kit materials. Germinder 
and her teams have won dozens of awards, including a Public 
Relations Society of America (PRSA) Silver Anvil Award of 
Excellence and an American Animal Hospital Association 
(AAHA) Gold Key Award. 

Address Changes 
 

     Shirley Braverman has moved from Nevada, where she was 
instrumental in getting feral cat legislation passed, to 45310     
Saigon Avenue, Lancaster, CA 93534; phone: 661-948-6832;      
her e-mail addresses remain the same. 
     The address for John Guevin (P086-94) is 95 Sycamore Drive, 
Prospect, CT  06712-1493. 
     Priscilla (P. I. ) Maltbie’s new address is 1950 E. 5th Street, 
#424, Long Beach, CA 90802. Her email and telephone number 
remain the same. 
     Please address future mailings to Phil Zeltzman, DVM, 
DACVS, 6125 Vista Terrace, Orefield, PA 18069; phone: (610) 
910-6243.  

  Steve Dale is a board member and the Media Contact for 
The Winn Feline Foundation, which elected officers for 
June 2009 to June 2011. Also on the Board is CWA’s 
George Eigenhauser (CFA Liaison). Please see 
www.winnfelinehealth.org for details. Steve encourages 
CWA members to enter the contest for Winn’s yearly media 
award. 
   Dusty Rainbolt was involved in the rescue of a badly  
injured kitten for whom a fund was started thanks to Edwina 
Prime, a generous benefactor from the Dallas-area working- 
class neighborhood where the kitten was found. Dusty also 
has started a Facebook cause called Helping Edwina to keep 
people updated on her physical condition and the Dallas 
Police Department’s progress in investigating her case. See 
http://apps.facebook.com/causes/316994/63635239?m=. 
   Animal Allies of Texas, the rescue group with which 
Dusty Rainbolt works, was so inspired by Phoenix, Dusty’s 
foster cat who was the victim of domestic violence, that the 
group is establishing a much-needed “Phoenix Program.” 
Working with a local shelter for battered women and the 
SPCA of Texas, the group will offer short-term care for pets 
of women entering the shelter until they the pets can be  
accepted into the long-term SPCA program. Follow Dusty’s 
derring-do on behalf of cats at www.dustyrainbolt.com.  

And a few member notes... 

 

Ki Ten’ 
 

Capricious warrior 

battling 

ball, butterfly then his tail. 

— By B. Cat Stone (Barbara Stein) 
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Jeanne Adlon [P599-09], 792 Columbus Avenue, #7R, 
New York NY 10025; 212-316-0446; Email:                       
askthecatsitter@yahoo.com; Web site:           
www.catchannel.com/experts/cat-sitter. Jeanne is an expert on 
CatChannel.com and has been a professional pet sitter in New 
York City for more than 35 years. Her sponsor is Susan Logan. 
    Maureen Harmonay [A594-09], 25 Pikes Hill Road,    
Sterling, MA 01564; 978-422-7637, 978-502-5800 (business), 
978-389-0073 (fax); Email:                                              
MHarmonay@animaltranslations.com; Web site: 
www.AnimalTranslations.com. Maureen's specialties are   
telepathic animal communication, human-animal relationships, 
cat rescue, and animal advocacy. She’s a Boston Animal     
Advocacy Examiner and a Consulting Associate of the Gurney   
Institute. She’s the Editor of the Animal Translations Book 
Club, which features book reviews and teleconferences with 
animal authors. Maureen’s sponsor is Dusty Rainbolt. 
    Karen Jones [A600-09], 266-A2 Cherry Valley Avenue, 
Garden City, NY 11530; 516-742-3779; Email: 
Karen@karenjones.biz. Karen is a “consumer lifestyles”    
freelance writer with clients that include The New York Times 
and The New York Daily News. She often writes about cats and 
other animals. Her sponsor is Susan Logan. 
    Tammy King [A601-09], P.O. Box 11093, Jacksonville, FL 
32239; 904-318-0789; Email: robsont@comcast.net; Web site: 
tammy@mayportcats.com. Tammy’s areas of expertise are 
feral/abandonment issues, feral cat advocacy, colony        
maintenance, education, and TNR. She’s written a locally used 
TNR manual; worked in a spay/neuter clinic; created a       
nonprofit and a web site for feral cat advocacy; and has spoken 
at city council meetings about feral cat and abandonment    
issues. Her sponsor is Wendy Christensen. 
 
 

    Kristen Levine [P596-09], 3510 Forelock Road, Tarpon 
Springs, FL 34688; 727-943-8030, 727-934-6451; Email:  
kristen@fetchingcommunications.com; Web site: 
www.kristenlevine.com, www.fetchingcommunications.com. 
Kristen’s specialties are marketing, public relations, and pet 
lifestyles. She’s a spokesperson for Bissell and is affiliated 
with the Public Relations Society of America, the Tampa   
Tribune, and Fetching Communications. She’s been a writer,     
media personality, and pet industry expert for nearly 20 years. 
Kristen Levine’s sponsor is Wendy Christensen. 
    Tim Link [P598-09], 2492 Bagley Road, Cumming, GA 
30041; 404-422-6355; Email: timlink@wagging-tales.com; 
Web site: www.wagging-tales.com. Tim’s areas of expertise 
are animal communication, Reiki energy healing, lost pets and 
solving pet problems. He's the author of Wagging Tales: Every 
Animal has a Tale (Emerald Book Co., 2009) Tim’s sponsor is 
Arden Moore. 
    Elizabeth Egan Miller [P595-09], 4443 Merrell Road,  
Dallas, TX 75229; 214-762-1560, 214-368-3658 (business),    
214-522-5730 (fax); Email: miller@ccpets.com; Web site: 
www.ccpets.com. Elizabeth’s specialties are cat welfare, spay-
neuter, and the human-cat bond. She’s the Publisher of City & 
Country Pets magazine. Elizabeth’s sponsor is Dusty Rainbolt. 
    Harold Sims [P593-09], Catman2, Inc., P.O. Box 2344, 
Cullowhee, NC 28723; 828-293-0892; Email:                      
catman2shelter@verizon.net; Web site: www.catman2.org. 
Harold, a former CWA member, has published articles about 
cats in Cat Fancy, Cats, and Cats and Kittens. In 1995, he 
founded Catman2 Inc., a rescue, adoption center, and        
sanctuary. He saves cats, one cat at a time. More than 3,000 
cats have passed through his shelters and found new homes. 
Harold is the author of Cats Without Cages: The Story of    
Catman2 (Catch the Spirit of Appalachia, Inc., 2008). His 
sponsor is Wendy Christensen. 
    PatieVentre [P597-09], P.O. Box 350122, Brooklyn, NY 
11235-2525; 718-332-8336, 917-859-0984 (business),       
718-646-2686 (fax); Email: patiev@aol.com; Web site: 
www.patieventre.com. Patie is a past CWA member and donor 
of the “Wonderful World of Cats” poster for CWA               
conferences. She has also served as a CWA contest judge.   
Patie works with the Cat Fanciers’ Association (CFA) on the 
validity of all art posters she designs and prints. Her sponsor is 
Wendy Christensen. ♥ 

VOLUNTEER 
TODAY!  

CWA depends on volunteers! Please 
read the volunteer descriptions online 
at www.catwriters.org/volunteers and 
use the handy form to designate your 
interest in contributing to our success. 

WELCOME 
MAT 

NEW MEMBERS [member numbers in brackets] 

A MESSAGE from CWA PRESIDENT AMY D. SHOJAI 
 
     The 2009 CWA Conference will soon be here, and I thank all of the 
Committee Chairs and other volunteers for your past, present, and 
future work toward a successful CWA year. 
     As you know, I will step down as president in November, and a 
new purr-son will take the helm. It would be very helpful to the        
incoming president to have experienced volunteers chairing vital   
committees and stepping up early on to provide all the help that will be 
needed for a successful 2010. 
     If you can continue in your present volunteer position, or if you are 
ready to volunteer now, please tell me (shojai@verizon.net) and I’ll 
pass the information to our incoming president. See you in November! 

 



      Meow                                                                  Fall 2009                                                                            17 

 

Time to Renew Your CWA Membership 
Do not delay! Do it now!  

2010 CWA Membership Renewal 
 

Option 1: Renew your CWA membership online, via PayPal.  
It’s quick, easy and secure. Pay with funds from your own PayPal account, 
or use a credit card (VISA, MasterCard, Discover, or American Express). 

 
Go to www.catwriters.org.  

 Scroll down to “CWA Membership Information” 
Click on “Membership Renewal Form” 
Scroll down to the “RENEWAL” section 

For “Please select an option,” choose “Renewal Fee $20.00” 
Click on the yellow “Buy Now” bubble 

 
— You’ll be transferred to a secure PayPal site. — 

 
Fill in your billing information, credit card info, etc., or log into your own PayPal account to pay.  

(The “credit card expiration date” boxes seem tricky; you need to delete  
the gray “mm” and “yy” before typing your card’s expiration date.) 

Continue to follow the instructions to complete your payment. 
 

Option 2: Renew the old-fashioned way. Send your check for US$20 to the CWA Treasurer: 
Jill Richardson, DVM 

34 Winding Way 
Andover NJ 07821  

 
When you renew, PLEASE send an email to CWA Secretary  

Wendy Christensen, at christensen@catlas.mv.com, and tell her so!  

 Once again it is time to renew your CWA membership! The deadline for payment of dues is no later than           
DECEMBER 31, 2009. If you remember this date when you are thinking about New Year’s resolutions – it will be too late!! 
Instead, think about giving yourself an early holiday present that will last all year long. Why not go ahead and make it a 
Thanksgiving present, a Halloween present, or even an un-birthday present? Do it now, won’t you?! Pay those dues TODAY 
in order to renew and be included in the 2010 CWA Directory. 
 Beginning right after the CWA Conference, CWA Secretary Wendy Christensen will be asking all members via 
email to confirm their data and to make any necessary changes or additions. Members without email will get a snail mail 
from Wendy for the same purpose. Everybody will be contacted BY WENDY to get the latest and greatest info about them 
for the 2010 Directory. NO FORMS TO FILL OUT!  
 Meanwhile, please SEND IN YOUR CHECKS or PAY YOUR RENEWAL VIA PAYPAL now, rather than put it 
off. THE DEADLINE FOR PAYMENT IS DECEMBER 31, 2009. NO EXCEPTIONS, NO EXTENSIONS! 

Quarterly Quote 
“As anyone who has ever been around a cat for any length of time 

well knows, cats have enormous patience with the limitations             
of the human kind.” — Cleveland Amory  
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              What MEOW Format Do You Fancy? 

 These current economic times have brought challenges to us all, and CWA is no exception. So we have decided to 
ask you for some feedback so that we may make a well informed decision about one aspect of our future. 
 As you know, MEOW is critical to our membership and is still mailed out to each individual member of CWA,     
international as well as domestic. But, beginning in 2009, members have been able to visit the CWA web site 
(www.catwriters.org/member-logon.html) and enter the username member and the password cwa2009w to access a        
PDF version of MEOW in full color. 
 We want to know your thoughts about the future of MEOW’s distribution. Should we continue with the status quo? 
Should we go all digital, thus saving money and resources? Should some members be able to receive one version and others 
go for another? Are there any other options? 
 You will soon be receiving the following survey in an email. You may respond to that via email, or you may fill    
out the survey below and submit it through the U.S. mail. All surveys, paper or electronic, should be returned to Betsy 
Stowe, MEOW Survey Coordinator, 110 Mohawk Trail, Slippery Rock, PA 16057, calico2@zoominternet.net and 
received by November 1, 2009.  
   Please read the following options carefully and check only one option. Also, please read and respond to the        
Additional Information. NOTE: MEOW will still be available only to current members of CWA. If you choose not to       
respond to this survey at all, we will assume that you will be satisfied with anything we decide. Thank you. 
 

Survey prepared by the MEOW Distribution Committee: 
CWA Webmistress Karen Lawrence, MEOW Editor 

Karen Payne, MEOW Editor Emeritus Betsy Stowe, and 
CWA President Amy Shojai. We need your feedback! 

      Be Sure to Reply by Email or Snail Mail 
        to Our CWA Newsletter Distribution Survey 

DEADLINE for replies:  
November 1, 2009 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
 
A. I would be willing to pay $5 more per year in dues to 
continue to receive paper copies of MEOW. 
 
 ____________ Yes ____________ No 
 
B. I have checked out the 2009 color PDF versions of 
MEOW online. 
 
 ____________  Yes ____________ No 
 
 If no, why not?  __________________________ 
 
C. In the future, I would like to see an online-only version 
of MEOW with searchable web format and active web 
links. (NOTE: This may mean finding a new MEOW editor 
— NOT the easiest position to fill.) 
 
 ____________ Yes ____________ No 
 
D. Please note that our seeing-impaired and other members 
who currently receive the text-only version of MEOW 
would still receive that version if they so choose. 
 
E. Further comments:  
______________________________________________  
  
______________________________________________ 

OPTIONS (check only one option): 
 
1. ______ I prefer to keep the distribution of MEOW as is, 
i.e., mailing each member a paper copy four times a year, 
plus giving them access to a full-color PDF copy via the 
CWA web site. 
 
2. ______ I prefer to have a PDF version only. Note that 
this will mean that members without computers will not 
have access to MEOW, which is a member benefit. 
 
3. ______ I prefer to continue to receive a paper copy of 
MEOW; however, if there are members who want to      
receive the PDF version only, then that would be fine   
with me. 
 
4. ______ I would be willing to forego a paper copy of 
MEOW, having access to the PDF version only; however, 
anyone who prefers to receive a paper copy would still 
have that option. 
   Please continue 
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 As everyone who has more than one cat knows, each 
kitty has a special gift for us – just as every flower and herb 
in the garden offers a different and beautiful experience. 
Some are valued for their beauty, some for their 
charm, some for the atmosphere they create, and 
others for their medicinal or healing qualities. 
Orchids, lavender, roses, grapevines, jasmine, 
and jade all contribute varying colors,            
fragrances, shapes, and textures to a garden.     
In the same way, each one of my cats gives me 
precious, unique gifts. 
 Countess Catlyn, my eldest, brings 
spice to my life. She reminds me of my own 
“shadow” self and presents the greatest        
challenge. Moody and temperamental, she 
clings to the lost cause of being an only cat, the 
kitty who was purr-fectly happy when it was just 
the two of us. Now that she must share her space 
and my attention with other cats she stands on 
her prerogatives, including sleeping alone with me 
in the bedroom on some nights. The other cats must 
defer to her – or else. She keeps all of us, including me, on 
our tiptoes, like a prize orchid requiring special care.         
Remembering how I rebelled against the idea of getting a 
baby brother, I indulge Catlyn. Despite the piquancy of her 
discontent, Catlyn will purr all night in my arms, and she is 
the one I cling to for comfort. 
 Doctor Whiskers also wants to rule the house, so he 
and Catlyn tend to butt heads at times. Otherwise, Whiskers 
has the genial affability of an old Dutch Uncle. He wants 
everybody to be happy, and he wants everybody to be well. 
At the first sign of illness in one of the other kitties, he calls 
my attention to it. He’s a handsome fellow, and when I put 
him up for adoption years ago people thought he looked like 
a Somali, a Maine Coon, a lynx, a wildcat, or a lion – like 
any gorgeous male, he inspired fantasies. (His fantasy is for 
shoes; he has a shoe fetish.) I fell for his steady energy and 
compassion, and this armful of fur became my own. Like 
lavender, he can patch over almost anything. Whiskers is a 
medicine kit in a cat body. Friends who have looked after my 
cats consistently fall in love with him. 
 For sheer beauty, no one can come close to Harriet 
Potter (called Minky because her fur is so soft). When Miss 
Minky appears in the vet’s office, everyone admires her, and 
some openly covet her. As a kitten, she was as agile and 

playful as a butterfly flitting through the garden, but now she 
shows a bit of embonpoint under the resplendence of her 
many-colored coat. Like a variegated rose, she provides a 
bright spot of color and likes to decorate my desk while   
casting a benign eye on everything I write. 
 Brothers Theo and Tigger are entwined like two 
wild grapevines – always head butting, grooming each other, 
hanging out together, and purring grandly all the while. They 
are music therapists – as soothing as a chorus of turtledoves 

or a babbling brook. Sometimes I put one kitty 
beside each of my ears to get the full stereo    
effect. Shy and sweet, they wouldn’t think of 
quarreling with anyone. They bring peace and 
harmony to my life. These classic tabby brothers 
are always “present” and ready to sing for me. 
 Little Jasmine is not so small now (she 
fit easily in the palm of my hand when rescued 
at the age of three weeks), yet she still brings a 
sweetness to my life that’s every bit as uplifting 
as the aroma of the flower for which she was 
named. She’s the only worker bee in my garden. 
The others know tricks but have no passion for 
them; Jasmine adores trick training. As the    
philosopher Omraam Mikhaël Aïvanhov wrote: 
“All beings are called upon to seek out and    

extract a quintessence from themselves, so as to 
transform it into honey. To do that, they must 

work….” So with Jasmine who buzzes about and explores 
every cranny, pulling out cat toys, raising a ruckus, working 
on new tricks. She shows me creative energy incarnate! 
 Our latest addition, Jade, is Jasmine’s mother. Jade 
returned to us from her foster home on the day after my  
cherished cat Gabriela was diagnosed in heart failure.       
Isolated for a month, Jadie insinuated herself into the    
household after Gabby’s death with all the subtlety of water: 
Before I knew it, she was completely integrated with us.   
Jasmine is content to be with her – please don’t tell me a  
kitten doesn’t remember her mom! I look forward to         
discovering Jade’s special 
gifts for me. 
 And so, with the 
help of my cats, and as 
Louise Hay wrote in You 
Can Heal Your Life: “In the 
infinity of life where I am, 
all is perfect, whole, and 
complete…. All is well in 
my world.” I wish the same 
happiness for you in your 
own cat gardens! ♥ 

My Cat Family: 
A Garden of Feline Delights 

The Cat’s MEOW 

By Meow Editor Karen Payne 

 

 
 
 
 

ZEN OF WRITING  
By Georgiana Purriwinkle 

 
   

Paws Touch Keys.  
Writing Flows.  

So the  
Tail Goes.  

 
Zen of Writing  

In the Zone.  
   

True Bliss.  
 

   
©2009 Dianna Diatz  

Thousand-Petaled Lotus: 
Heaven on Earth 

©Princess Kitty, Inc. 

THE FUTURE OF MEOW DEPENDS ON YOU! 
Please reply to our survey by November 1! 
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~ Heartfelt thanks to the generous sponsors who make our CWA Conference possible ~  
~ Special thanks to our dedicated MEOW contributors ~ 

 MEOW is the newsletter of the Cat  
Writers’ Association. It is the winner of an 
APEX® Award of Publication Excellence 

and is published four times a year. 
© 2009 CWA; all rights reserved. 

In order to continue receiving  
CWA mailings, please forward  

all changes of address  
or phone number to 

 
Wendy Christensen 

CWA Secretary 
256 Timbertop Road 

New Ipswich, NH 03071-3018 
603-878-1000 (phone & fax) 
christensen@catlas.mv.com  

 
 

 

© KP 

Deadlines! 
   CWA Conference Dates—Nov. 19-22 

       Enter Premier Pet Products Scholarship      
Drawing — Oct. 15 

Conference Hotel Registration — Oct. 29 
(rate increase after this date) 

    Non-attending Author Material Due — Oct. 31 
Editor/Agent Appt. Requests Due — Nov. 1 

Door Prizes Due — See page 5 inside 
 MEOW Distribution Survey Due — Nov. 1 

 
Your CWA Membership 

  Renewal is Due Dec. 31, 2009! 
 

           2010 Article Deadlines for MEOW: 
           Winter 2010 issue — January 3 
            Spring 2010 issue — April 3 
            Summer 2010 issue — June 3 


