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Hurry to make reservations and pack your bags – it’s time to get ready for our fabulous 17th Annual Cat Writers’          
Association Writers’ Conference in White Plains, N.Y.! What you’ll find at this year’s event will amaze and intrigue you,    
and the experience is practically guaranteed to boost you up to a new level of writing excellence and publishing success. 

I now have an amazing lineup of speakers for the 17th Annual CWA Conference. This year we have a theme: “Give 
Yourself a Promotion.” It’s a double-entendre for promoting yourself as an author or writer, as well as promoting your      
pocketbook by increasing your skill level and your contacts.  

We’ve gotten so many amazing speakers that we’re having three seminar tracks during the conference. Most of these 
seminars would apply to any kind of writing. Our early registration for members costs just $100, and for non-members it’s 
only $125, a steal when you look at other conferences. 

I’m counting on our dedicated CWA-ers to spread the word about this purr-ific CWA Conference to friends and contacts 
in the writing, publishing, and cat worlds who could benefit from joining us in New York this November. 

Because of the proximity to New York City, we should be promoting our affordable conference to local writers and    
writers’ groups. I need a volunteer to join NYC-area writers’ groups on Facebook, Meetup, and Yahoo groups and do some 
promotion of the conference. Any takers? If I have several volunteers, then we can divide up the networks. 

The proximity of White Plains to NYC also will give us access, once again, to some top-tier speakers, agents, and editors 
who will be at the conference to share their knowledge, scout for new writers, and make assignments. On all three fronts, we 
are the beneficiaries. We have some real luminaries who will be with us for the CWA Conference. 

Our schedule is packed with great speakers and great topics. Among the offerings are “Book Promotion for Writers,     
Introverts, and Other Reluctant Marketers” with publisher and author Dan Poynter; “Media Training: The Other Side of the 
Interview” with author and broadcaster Steve Dale; “CATalyst and Lifestage Guidelines” with Steve Dale and Jane Brunt, 
DVM; and the Editors and Agents Panel with Andrew DePrisco, Editor-in-Chief of Kennel Club Books and BowTie Press; 
Susan Logan, Editor of Cat Fancy; and Diane West, Editor of New York Tails. 

We also have lots of topics that will give you an edge in the burgeoning new world of 
social networking and computing in the cloud. Among the useful topics are “Marketing 102: 
To Blog or Not to Blog” with designer and writer DeAnna Radaj; “Using Analytics to   
Measure Your Reach” with social networker Robin A.F. Olson and marketing technology 
consultant Sam Moore; “Sticking Your Toe into Cyberspace: Come On In – The Networking 

Is Fine” with author and social networker Darlene 
Arden; “Kindle-ization: The Ebook Option” with  
author Amy Shojai; and “Your Online Newsroom” 
with author and publisher Mary Shafer. 

The list goes on and on, and I predict that you 
will want to attend every seminar. This instructive, 
fun-filled weekend at the Crowne Plaza Hotel may 
well be a turning point in your writing career. As  
you can tell by now, you just can’t afford to miss the 
2010 CWA Writers’ Conference. See you there! ♥ 
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How can it possibly be time for the summer 
edition of MEOW!? It seems only yesterday I 
was writing about our lone crocus. Now, the 
trees are green and our lilacs, which came out 
early this year, are already gone. 

After typing information for our conference flyer, I have discovered that I 
can’t spell “author.” I mean, I know how, but my fingers want to leave out the 
“h,” leaving me with lots of autors. Sigh. 

Besides working on the conference flyer, I’m in the middle of preparations 
for the annual festival celebrating the comedy of Lucille Ball. When I’m not 
thinking about animals, I work at the Lucille Ball-Desi Arnaz Center here in 
Jamestown, N.Y., Lucy’s hometown. The Center’s mission is to share the 
healing power of laughter. 

Right about now, I’m sure many of you are saying, “What IS this woman 
babbling about? What possible connection is there between Lucille Ball and 
pets? This newsletter is about CATS, not Lucy.” 

There’s more of a connection that you might think. I’ve had to read several 
books on the connection between health and laughter and so many times, I find 
myself thinking, “Pets do that, too.” Just as laughter releases a flood of good 
chemicals into our bloodstreams, pets also can lower blood pressure and 
provide a sense of calm and well-being. Caring for a pet gives a person a 
purpose, and an activity. Both laughter and pets can take a person out of 
himself or herself; can help make him or her forget, for a moment, personal 
sadness or pain. 

For me, pets deliver all those benefits, plus they make me laugh. I don’t 
need to watch an I Love Lucy episode. I just need to watch my Corgis racing 
across the lawn after a toy, or rolling with obvious delight in the new spring 
grass. I laugh out loud when Rory pushes my hand to demand some petting. 
Sometimes I stop while stroking his head just to elicit this reaction. Just 
thinking about it as I write makes me smile.  

With all the tension and stress of life, with media bringing wars and 
disasters into our homes every minute, we need all the laughter and joy we can 
get. Pets bring us that laughter and joy, and we, as writers, can spread that 
message as we write about our precious animal pals – how to care for them, 
how to train them, and most of all, how much love and joy they can bring. ♥ 
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Message 
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The Healing Power  
of Pets & Laughter  

CWA Cats and Kittens, Join the Clowder! 
Make plans today to attend the  

17th Annual CWA Writers’ Conference, 
Nov. 18-21, 2010, in White Plains, N.Y.!  
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        YES! I WANT TO BE A 2010 CONTEST JUDGE! 
                 (Please type or print legibly.) 
 
    Please sign up now to judge the 2010 CWA Contest. It’s easy.  
        Simply fill out this form and send it to Nancy Marano at the address below. 

       
              I am a Professional member and volunteer to judge in the 2010 CWA Communication Contest. 
        I am an Associate member and volunteer to assist the 2010 Contest Committee. 
 
       Although I understand that no category can be guaranteed to any judge, the categories I would most like to judge are  
       (please list at least three) __________________________________________________________________________________ 
       _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
    

  Send to: Nancy Marano, 7601 Vista del Arroyo NE, Albuquerque, NM 87109 or email her (preferred) at nmarano@aol.com. 
 
      NAME ____________________________________________     EMAIL OR PHONE _________________________________ 

Hurry! Gather up your best published or radio/TV work from the last year and enter it in the 2010 CWA              
Communication Contest! The deadline for entries is July 1, 2010. No ifs, ands, or buts. Your entry MUST be postmarked  
on or before July 1, 2010, to be considered.  

Check out the category listing and the Special Award requirements in this issue because there are changes. The 
numbering in Category VII – Internet, Websites & Blogs has changed. Also, the numbering and requirements for the Special 
Award entries are correct in this issue. Please check them before sending in your entries.   

This year we have no sponsor for Special Award # 3, the Fort Dodge/Healthy Cats for Life Turning Point Award, so it has 
been canceled and we cannot accept any entries for it. This means that the numbers on the Special Awards have changed. If 
you are sending in a Special Award entry, please be sure to note the number of the award AND the name of the award. If 
you’ve already sent in your entries, don’t worry. I will change the numbers.  

We need all of our Professional members to step up and offer to judge. By my count, we have 200+ Professional 
members. This is more than enough to fill all the judging slots with a few people left to serve as backups. Just send me your 
name and category choices. Please fill out the form below, or email me at nmarano@aol.com with your preferences.           
Remember, you cannot judge a category you plan to enter. 

Also, note that if you volunteer to judge, you’ll receive a discount on your Regular Category entries, so you’ll be   
helping the CWA contest and yourself. Can’t get a better deal than that!  

I invite members to submit the names of people they might like to see as Special Awards judges and send in a brief 
statement of their expertise. A Special Award judge cannot be a CWA member. When submitting a name to me, include a 
valid email address and phone number. If at all possible, please ask the individual whether he/she would be interested in     
judging. You don’t have to explain the contest; we’ll take care of the explanations, but we would like to contact candidates 
who are interested. 

Please note that paying for your CWA contest entries just got easier: Now you can use a credit card or your own 
PayPal account. Using CWA’s PayPal link couldn’t be any easier – just combine payment for your regular entries and      
Special Award entries into one amount and enter the total in the PayPal box at http://catwriters.org/contest.html. Please mark 
on your entry forms “Paid with PayPal” and note the amount you paid, so I can keep track of the entry payments. If there is a 
discrepancy between what you paid and what is due, I’ll let you know. 

Of course, you can always pay by check, too. If you pay by check, you can combine the amount of the regular entry and 
all your Special Award entries into one check, since all entries are coming to me. When sending payment for your regular and 
Special Award entries, it is fine to combine the total entry fee amount into one check since all payments come to the Contest 
Chair. It saves you time and checks.    

Remember, our regular-category judging slots are open and waiting for your name. Sign up today! ♥ 

By Nancy Marano, CWA Contest Chair  

Sign Me Up 
for Judging! 

YES, I will ! 
1. _ 
2. _ 
3. _ 

The Time is NOW! Send in Your CWA Contest Entries! 
New Payment Options for CWA Contest, and a Call for Judges  
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“To start with, the judging is unquestionably subjective,” I  
complained to my spouse. “Then the scores are added up in a ’show’ 
of objectivity, and someone goes home with a medal while someone 
else, whose work was inferior (was it really?) by the tiniest fraction, 
goes home empty-handed. C’mon, isn’t this pretty darn arbitrary?” 

We were watching my wife’s favorite spectator sport, Olympic 
figure skating. 

“Anyone competing at this level deserves a medal,” she replied. 
“It’s true, you’ll never get rid of all the subjectivity, but I don’t   
disagree with most of the results. I think, in general, the judges get it 
right.”  

This brings me (whaddya know!) to the Cat Writers’ Associa-
tion annual competition. I want to explain what you’re up against 
when you enter the CWA contest and what it means to win. 

As in figure skating, the differences between entries are     
sometimes tiny and, yes, no doubt subjective. But, overall, I trust the 
CWA system. That may be easy for me to say since I’ve won 
awards and have been a contest judge many times. However, most 
of what I entered, even though I considered it top-grade, didn’t win 
a dang thing. 

Let’s look closer at some contest factors. 
First of all, this isn’t your neighborhood newspaper’s “Best 

Essay About Your Kitty” contest. This is “the nationals.” Your  
competitors publish books. Their bylines run in national magazines. 
Some of them have columns. Some have doctorates. Some have   
full-time jobs that are writing- and cat-related. That’s heavy – nay,  
severe – competition. 

Second, CWA contest judging isn’t done on a curve. This is a 
good thing because it helps ensure integrity. If there are no excellent 
entries, there’s no winner, and I’ve seen this occur many times (it 
means CWA can’t be accused of grade inflation). Conversely, there 
may be ten winners in one category, as happened just last year more 
than once. 

Further, the excellence must be recognized by – that is, must 
appeal to – three CWA members. That ain’t easy. Consider that 
CWA judges are (for the most part) writers and readers themselves. 
That means they regularly torture themselves trying to write (what a 
life). It also means they likely go through reams of written material 
every month of their lives, often nitpicking (if only silently) all the 
way. They recognize good writing when they read it and flawed 
writing when they stumble over it. 

Are judges biased? Absolutely. There’s no getting around it. 
One person may be prejudiced against all             
non-Siamese cats. Someone else doesn’t completely  
believe in all-positive reinforcement training.      
Another person thinks it’s cruel to keep pet cats  
indoors. Yet another individual can’t abide split  
infinitives. All of this enters, even if subconsciously, 
the judging. 

As if that weren’t enough, most of us already 
know this material. Litterbox problems, multi-cat 
households, urinary tract blockages – we’re, uh, 
deeply familiar with this stuff. Therefore, to impress 
such over-informed and picky people, your work has 
to be more than competent and accurate. It has to be 
closer to exquisite. 

What about comparing apples to oranges? That 
is, how is one article about litter-box training better 
than another piece about introducing a new cat? 

Well, every judge receives a page of guidelines suggesting ways to 
evaluate style apart from content. (Yes, content counts, too, but is 
easier to identify.) I don’t know who created these handouts, but 
they are wonderful instructions for judging (and for writing – I keep 
the guideline sheets and, if I remember, consult them when I need 
help tailoring a written piece). 

To me, the principal characteristic of great writing is           
readability. Is the article easy to understand? Does it hold my     
interest? Do I want to read it to the end? This principle applies    
universally, whether the subject is cat toys or intestinal disease. 

You know the old saw that there are no boring subjects, only 
boring writers? What a brutal standard, yet it is what all of us     
writers are up against. This is how a lively, easy-to-follow article 
covering kidney research can beat a boring feature about feathery 
playthings. 

In the end, each judge must assign each entry a single number 
(this can be agonizing), and the three judges’ numbers add up to the 
final score. This brings up the next thorny issue: Is a medal worth 
more than a certificate? My answer is, in most cases, no. 

You see, if one of your pieces earns a Certificate of Excellence, 
you are top-tier. Period. Your work stands out. It has impressed 
three independent and knowledgeable judges. It has won national 
recognition. A winning piece leaves a judge nodding in approval or 
thinking “well said!” or even “wish I’d written that.” Every        
certificate-winning entry is a “wow.” 

To me, this is the meat of the CWA contest. Winning a        
certificate is what counts, and if you achieve that honor, you should 
promote that about yourself. If your entry goes on to win a medal, 
sure, brag away. But if you don’t snag a medal, don’t back off from 
trumpeting yourself. What’s significant is earning the certificate. 
After that, it’s often the splitting of hairs that separate medal getters 
from certificate winners. 

If your work does not win a certificate, does that mean it’s 
“bad”? No, it only means the piece didn’t wow the judges. Mere 
competence – perfect spelling, syntax, punctuation, transitions, and 
vocabulary (to mention only a few criteria) – isn’t enough. The   
absence of mistakes doesn’t produce “wow.” 

In summary, the CWA contest is indeed unquestionably       
subjective. In many cases one person does go home with a medal 
while someone else, whose work missed by the tiniest fraction, goes 
home with a certificate. Sometimes it seems arbitrary, and        
sometimes it is. Overall, though, I think the system has integrity. 

Bottom line: Ours is a tough contest. Perhaps 
it would be better if CWA refused to bow to the   
general culture’s obsession with winning and     
simply skipped the medals, awarding only         
certificates (or only medals!) and leaving it at that. 
In any case, no one started life as an award-winning 
writer, and those who get there must compete anew 
every year. Remember also that the only way to 
win is to enter. ♥ 

Eyes on the Prize(s): Excellence Counts in CWA Writing Contest  
By Paul Glassner  

CONTEST ADVICE FROM A PRO: 
Paul Glassner produced Our Animals, the San     
Francisco SPCA’s quarterly magazine, for 25 
years, and the publication won more than 100 

awards for writing, photography, graphic design 
and overall  excellence. He’s a member of the 
CWA Board of Directors and a multiple Muse 

MedallionTM and Certificate of Excellence winner.  
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NOTE: If you have questions about any of the Special Awards, please contact Contest Chair Nancy Marano at nmarano@aol.com.  
 
 
AWARD #1: The DR. JIM RICHARDS CORNELL FELINE HEALTH CENTER VETERINARY ISSUES AWARD,        
sponsored by Cornell University’s Feline Health Center, is presented to the highest-quality entry on the topic of technological       
advances, research, new medical developments, or innovations in feline veterinary medicine. Qualifying entries include single   
newspaper, magazine, or newsletter articles; columns or series of articles (print or online); blogs, a website, single books, or radio/
television broadcasts, designed to educate the general cat-owning public about new developments. This award consists of $500.  
  
AWARD #2: The FANCY FEAST® LOVE STORY AWARD, sponsored by Purina, is presented to the entrant whose work 
best captures the magic of the loving relationship between cats and their owners. Highest consideration goes to those works that 
are skillfully written/produced, and technically accurate. Qualified entries include single books, articles (print or online), features,      
columns, short stories, poems, blogs, radio or television submissions. This award consists of $500 and a commemorative award.  
  
 AWARD #3: The FRISKIES® WRITER OF THE YEAR AWARD, sponsored by Purina, is for the writer who has done the 
most during the contest year to promote the welfare, health, and proper care of cats, which includes providing sensory stimulation 
to keep cats healthy and happy. This award is for “a body of work” and can include different publications during the contest     
period. Single entries do not qualify; therefore, multiple books, newsletters, print articles, online articles, columns, stories, blogs, 
websites, and series in any pet or non-pet consumer publication qualify. The award honors writing excellence and the ability to 
communicate technical information in a clear and creative manner to better educate cat owners and help improve the lives of cats. 
A maximum of 10 articles or items published within the contest period may be submitted. Choose only your best work! This 
award consists of $500 and a cat figurine. 
  
AWARD #4: The HARTZ® EVERY DAY CHEWABLE VITAMIN AWARD, sponsored by Hartz Mountain Corporation, is 
given to the highest-quality entry on the topic of older cats. Topics can include, but are not limited to adoption, health, innovative 
care, and senior-for-senior programs. Qualifying entries include a single book, article (print or online), brochure, newsletter,        
editorial, blog, photograph, and commercial radio/TV tape. This award consists of $1000 and a commemorative plaque.  
  
AWARD #5: The HARTZ® GLAMOUR-PUSS AWARD, sponsored by Hartz Mountain Corporation, honors the best single   
entry on the topic of feline skin and coat care. Qualifying topics include, but are not limited to, coverage of home and professional 
grooming, parasite control, nail care, teeth and ear care, and feline skin/coat disorders. Written and pictorial works in all media are 
acceptable, including articles, books, blogs, websites, online magazine, online newsletters, and videotape broadcasts. This award 
consists of $1000 and a commemorative plaque.  
 
AWARD #6: The HARTZ® MILK REPLACEMENT FOR KITTENS AWARD, sponsored by Hartz Mountain Corporation, 
is awarded to the best single article (published in a newspaper, magazine, newsletter, or professional online venue), or single radio 
or television broadcast on the topic of rescuing kittens. Appropriate topics include “how to” articles, stories about feral kitten   
rescue, early spay and neuter, orphaned kittens, and kitten adoption. This award consists of $1000 and a commemorative plaque.  
 
AWARD #7: The KARI WINTERS RESCUE AND REHABILITATION AWARD, sponsored by TICA, is awarded to the 
best single article or column (published in a newspaper, magazine, newsletter, or professional online venue) or single radio or  
television broadcast on the rescue and rehabilitation of cats or kittens from shelters or rescue groups for the purpose of adoption to 
forever homes. Entries are judged on compelling personal accounts and the education of readers on the need for rescue. This   
commemorative award consists of a $500 and a plaque.  
  
AWARD #8: The MERIAL HUMAN-ANIMAL BOND AWARD, sponsored by Merial, is presented to the entry that best      
reflects and promotes the strengthening of the human-animal bond, highlighting the bond between a cat and owner, as well as their 
relationship with their veterinarian as another direct caregiver. Entries will be judged for exceptional quality and on the ability to 
convey this concept and connect with the reader. Qualified entries include single articles (print or online), features, columns, short 
stories, books, and poetry. This award consists of $1000 award and commemorative certificate.  
 
 
 

2010 CWA COMMUNICATION CONTEST  
SPECIAL AWARDS 
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AWARD #9: The PETFINDER.COM ADOPT A HOMELESS CAT AWARD sponsored by Petfinder.com, is presented to the 
entry that best describes the plight of homeless cats and/or the joy of cat adoption. Entries will be judged for quality as well as the 
ability to connect with and persuade the reader. Think — How can this increase cat adoption? Qualified print only entries include 
single article, feature, columns, and short story. The award consists of $1000 plus inclusion in the Petfinder.com online library. 
 
AWARD #10: The PRO PLAN® PEDIGREED CATS AWARD, sponsored by Purina, is presented to the writer or creator of 
the best entry of the year that focuses on cat breeds, pedigreed cats, and professional breeder issues including (but not limited to) 
health, care, nutrition, and showing cats. Qualifying entries include entire publications, such as breed or breed club newsletters, 
magazines, websites, online magazines, online newsletters, or books, and individual columns, articles, stories, blogs, photographs 
or illustrations in any professional venue, featuring purebred cats. This award consists of $500 and a commemorative bowl.  
  
AWARD #11: The PURINA® CAT CHOW® NUTRITION AWARD, sponsored by Purina, is presented to the best column or 
article (print or professionally published online), blog, or book entry on the subject of feline nutrition. Highest consideration goes 
to those works that are both skillfully written and technically accurate. The recipient cannot be an employee of or associated with a 
pet food company at the time that the entry is judged. This award consists of $500 and a commemorative pewter bowl.  
  
AWARD #12: The PURINA® ONE® HEALTH AWARD, sponsored by Purina, is presented to the outstanding single article  
(print or professionally published online) or blog reporting on feline health issues. Articles are judged on excellence of writing and 
technical accuracy; significance of the topic and public education impact on feline health are also considered. This award consists 
of $500 and a commemorative pewter bowl. 
 
AWARD #13: The PURINA® KITTEN CHOW® KITTEN AWARD, sponsored by Purina, is presented to the author of the     
outstanding entry on caring for kittens. Qualified entries include single books, articles, labeled series, columns, short stories, blogs, 
and websites. Entries will be judged on writing excellence and content accuracy. This award consists of $500 and a                  
commemorative pewter bowl. 
  
AWARD #14: The STICKY PAWS® TRAINING AWARD, sponsored by Fe-Lines Inc./Sticky Paws®, is presented for the best 
article or tape entry on training techniques. Entries should have a “how-to” focus. Appropriate entries are labeled series or single 
articles (print or professionally published online), columns, blogs, websites, online newsletters, and television/radio broadcast 
tapes on topics such as (but not limited to) litter box training, proper scratching behavior, trick training, or training cats to stay    
off countertops, tables, or other forbidden places. This award consists of $500 and a commemorative certificate.  
  
AWARD #15: The TIDY CATS® FELINE BEHAVIOR AWARD, sponsored by Purina, is presented for the best entry on the  
subject of feline behavior. Highest consideration goes to those works that are both skillfully written and technically accurate.    
Qualified entries include single books, articles, features, columns, blogs, websites, online magazines, or online newsletters and 
should educate readers while promoting a positive approach to understanding and dealing with feline behavior. This award       
consists of $500 and a commemorative pewter bowl.  
  
 AWARD #16: The WORLD’S BEST CAT LITTER-ARY AWARD, sponsored by World’s Best Cat Litter®, is presented for the 
outstanding novel, short story, poem, or radio/television dramatic script which portrays cats and cat ownership in a positive way. 
All fiction genres are eligible. Highest consideration goes to those entries that include cats as an intrinsic part of the plot. Works 
will be judged for the exceptional, individual quality (“voice” or “vision”) of the writer/creator. Eligible works may be published 
in print or electronic media; any scripts or videos must also provide proof of production. This award consists of $500 and a     
commemorative pewter bowl. 
 
AWARD #17: The SHOJAI MENTOR AWARD, sponsored by past-president Amy D. Shojai, recognizes the CWA member who 
has offered guidance, encouraging counsel, support, or other help that has had a direct and positive influence on another’s        
writing/publishing success. Qualifying mentor experiences are limited to those occurring within the past three contest periods 
(approximately the last three years). The recipient shall exemplify the highest ideals of the CWA vision, that is, to promote      
communal support, networking, and mutual respect between colleagues. Only CWA members are eligible for this award. This 
award consists of $500 and a commemorative item. 

2010 CWA COMMUNICATION CONTEST SPECIAL AWARDS  (continued) 

(continued on the next page) 
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ATTENTION  
CWA Members: 
Volunteers Needed  
for CWA Conference 
 

By Susan M. Ewing, CWA President 
 

CWA needs you! We still need volunteers for 
our 2010 CWA Conference, so please step right up 
and sign on the dotted line. 

With the exception of the banquet program, 
most of the positions available require work at the 
conference, but not a lot of work before that. So, 
even if your schedule is crammed full, you might 
be able to do one of these jobs if you’re going to be 
at the conference anyway. 

Your reward? It will be very worthwhile!!            
Volunteers for these positions receive free         
conference registration, chocolate (milk or dark), 
and the organization’s undying thanks. (If you 
don’t like chocolate, I can supply gumdrops.) 

Let me know if you’re willing to tackle any of 
these important jobs. Send your YES replies to 
dogwriter@windstream.net. 
 
Contest Winner Display: OPEN  
Awards Banquet Program: OPEN  
Non-Attending Author Display: OPEN  
Conference Photographer: OPEN  
Editor/Agent Appointments: Heike Hagenguth 
needs an assistant to help with on-site duties.  

2010 CWA COMMUNICATION CONTEST SPECIAL AWARDS  (continued) 

Good Luck to All Our Talented CWA Members! 

For those of you who participated in last year’s Thursday Night Team (TNT) event, 
you will surely agree that it was a great way to unwind from a day of traveling, 

mingle with fellow CWA members, and enjoy a light dinner. The TNT will meet at 
7 p.m. in a room to be announced to put together our conference folders and stuff 

our door prize bags. The more volunteers we have, the merrier we will be!  

 Comfort Zone® with Feliway® is the sponsor of a $500 
Membership Bounty Prize to the CWA member who sponsors the 
most new members between last year’s and this year’s conferences. 
We are adding new members all the time, and it’s great to see the 
enthusiasm of the new members and their sponsors.  
 Take this opportunity to benefit yourself, a new member, 
and CWA! Start recruiting those cat writers and artists, and pretty 
soon you may be carrying home that Membership Bounty check. 

$500 CWA Membership Bounty Prize 

AWARD #18: The KUYKENDALL IMAGE AWARD is sponsored by CWA, and is presented to the outstanding “image” entry 
featuring cats – whether photography, illustration, or graphic art. This may be a single piece or series entry, including but not    
limited to photos/artwork published in a magazine, newspaper, newsletter, book, pamphlet, calendar, poster, greeting card, or   
commercial online publication. This award consists of $250 and a commemorative item.  
 
AWARD #19: The CWA PRESIDENT’S AWARD, sponsored by the Cat Fanciers’ Association, is presented to the best entry 
among all Muse MedallionTM winners in the regular contest categories. This “Best of the Best” requires no additional copies be 
submitted of entries. Muse MedallionTM winners shall be automatically entered and considered for the honor. This award consists 
of $250 and a commemorative item. ♥ 

CWA Kittens: Join the Party at TNT 

Oops! A Little Late, but Heeeere’s Robin! CWA Kitten  
Robin A.F. Olson wrote in MEOW’s spring 2010 issue about her 
experience as a first-timer (a “Kitten”) at 2009’s CWA Conference. 
We forgot to include a bio line. So, with apologies, here is this  
delightful, blogging, Tweeting, helpful CWA ex-Kitten who’ll be 
there to greet the new Kittens at our conference in November!  
    Robin says having cats makes her life magical, when they’re not 
completely annoying her. It all began when she was just 10 years 
old: Her 100-word essay and photo showing why her cat should be 

named “Miss All-American Glamour Kitty” won her a trip to The All-American 
Glamour Kitty Pageant in Miami Beach, Florida; she then appeared on children’s 
TV shows, along with her cat, Tsu Tsu Gamuchi, a blue-point Siamese shelter cat. In 
2006, she began writing her book project Covered in Cat Hair: Mostly True Stories 
of a Life Spent with Cats. The companion blog, www.coveredincathair.com (CiCH), 
is among the first cat-centric online communities, and Robin uses it as a way to res-
cue and assist cats in need. In 2009, Robin’s journal The Tweetie Chronicles became 
a hit with fans of the celebukitty Sockingon who followed Robin’s feral foster kitten 
Tweetie as he met and eventually was adopted by Mr. Sockington. Robin is a         
contributing writer to www.feline-nutrition.org and is Creative Director, Adoptions 
Counselor, and Advisory Council Member of www.theanimalcenter.org. She lives in 
Connecticut with lots of cats. Twitter: KitschKat. Facebook: Robin A.F. Olson. 
Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/robin. Business Website: www.ultramaroon.com. 
CWA KITTENS, COME TO THE CONFERENCE and MEET ROBIN!! ♥ 

Ann Page Memorial Award Tied to CWA Conference 
A memorial award in memory of Anne Page, sponsored 

by Petwriterscentral.com, will be awarded to the nominee 
who has done the most to mentor fellow pet writers,    
editors, or publishers. Through her Houston Canine 

Chronicle, Anne mentored many canine writers and was a 
big fan of the CWA as well. Open to all pet writers, the 
award consists of conference registration for the 2010 

CWA Conference in White Plains, N.Y., and two nights at 
the host hotel; it does not include travel. To apply, contact 

Deb Eldredge, DVM, at debme15@hotmail.com.          
The deadline for applications is August 1, 2010.  
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2010 Cat Writers’ Association Communication Contest 
Regular Category Entry Form 

PLEASE READ THE COMPLETE RULES on our web site at www.catwriters.org or on pages 6-7 of this newsletter. 
Entries must be postmarked no later than July 1, 2010. NO LATE ENTRIES ACCEPTED. NO EXCEPTIONS. 

Submit THREE copies of each entry, along with ONE copy of this entry form per entry. 
Send your entry to Nancy Marano, 7601 Vista del Arroyo NE, Albuquerque, NM 87109. 

THERE IS A SEPARATE FORM FOR SPECIAL AWARD ENTRIES (see page 12). 
DO NOT USE THIS FORM FOR SPECIAL AWARD ENTRIES. 

The contest entry fee is $15 per entry. A Volunteer Discount is available to CWA members only.              
CWA Professional members who volunteer to judge in the contest and CWA Associate members who volunteer        

to assist the Contest Committee may pay $8.50 per entry. 
Please make your check payable to Cat Writers’ Association. All payments must be in U.S. funds. 

  I am an associate member and volunteer to assist the 2010 Contest Committee. 
  I am a professional member and volunteer to judge in the 2010 CWA Communication Contest. 

 
NAME OF AUTHOR OR ARTIST _____________________ CWA MEMBER IDENTIFICATION # ______________ 
 
ADDRESS ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
TELEPHONE (day) ______________________ (evening) ______________________ EMAIL ______________________ 
 
Name, Address, Phone of Submitter (if different from Author/Artist) ___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CATEGORY NAME AND NUMBER (Example: I.3 – Magazine Article – Behavior and Training) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
TITLE OF ENTRY ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
NAME OF PUBLICATION OR PUBLISHER _________________________ Issue/Publication Date(s) _______________ 
 

I certify that this entry was first published or broadcast between June 16, 2009, and June 15, 2010, 
 and that it meets all the requirements as stated in the Rules. 

 
Entrant or Submitter’s Signature _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
ENTRY CHECKLIST 
   Each entry is submitted in triplicate with one entry form per entry. 
   My fee is enclosed, payable to the Cat Writers’ Association in U.S. funds. 
   A self-addressed, postage-paid postcard is included for acknowledgment of receipt of entry (optional). 
   Questions? Email the Contest Chair at nmarano@aol.com, or call 505-296-8869 (MDT). 
 
MAIL ENTRIES TO  
Contest Chair Nancy Marano, 7601 Vista del Arroyo NE, Albuquerque, NM 87109 
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PLEASE READ THE COMPLETE RULES on our web site at www.catwriters.org or on pages 8-10 of this newsletter. 
Entries must be postmarked no later than July 1, 2010. NO LATE ENTRIES ACCEPTED. NO EXCEPTIONS. 

The fee is $1 per Special Award entry (in addition to the fee that accompanies Regular Category entries). 
Please make your check payable to Cat Writers’ Association. All payments must be in U.S. funds. 

ALL ENTRIES FOR SPECIAL AWARDS MUST ALSO BE ENTERED IN A REGULAR CATEGORY. 
THERE IS A SEPARATE FORM FOR REGULAR CATEGORY ENTRIES (see page 11). 

DO NOT USE THIS FORM FOR REGULAR CATEGORY ENTRIES. 
Submit ONE copy of each entry for a Special Award, along with ONE copy of this entry form. 

Send your check/money order for Special Awards entries, along with your entry form(s), to 
Nancy Marano, 7601 Vista del Arroyo NE, Albuquerque, NM 87109. 

 
NAME OF AUTHOR OR ARTIST _____________________ CWA MEMBER IDENTIFICATION # ________________ 
 
ADDRESS __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
TELEPHONE (day) ________________________ (evening) ___________________ EMAIL ________________________ 
 
Name, Address, Phone of Submitter (if different from Author/Artist) _____________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
REGULAR CATEGORY Name and Number in which entry is entered (Example: I.3 – Magazine Article – Behavior &       
Training) _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SPECIAL AWARD for which entry is entered ________________________________________________________________ 
 
TITLE OF ENTRY _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
NAME OF PUBLICATION OR PUBLISHER_______________________ Issue/Publication Date(s) ____________________ 
 

I certify that this entry was first published or broadcast between June 16, 2009, and June 15, 2010, 
 and that it meets all the requirements as stated in the Rules. 

 
Entrant or Submitter’s Signature ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ENTRY CHECKLIST 
   All entries have also been entered in a regular category. 
   For each entry, one copy is submitted along with one copy of this entry form, for each award. 
   My fee is enclosed, payable to the Cat Writers’ Association in U.S. funds. 
   A self-addressed, postage-paid postcard is included for acknowledgment of receipt of entry (optional). 
   Questions? Email the Contest Chair at nmarano@aol.com, or call 505-296-8869 (MDT). 
 
MAIL ENTRIES TO 
Contest Chair Nancy Marano, 7601 Vista del Arroyo NE, Albuquerque, NM 87109 

2010 Cat Writers’ Association Communication Contest 
Special Award Entry Form 
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 2010 Cat Writers’ Association Communication Contest 
 Shojai Mentor Award Nomination Form 

 
The SHOJAI MENTOR AWARD, sponsored by CWA’s past president, Amy D. Shojai, recognizes the 

CWA member who has offered guidance, encouraging counsel, support, or other help that has had a direct and 
positive influence on another’s writing/publishing success. Qualifying mentor experiences are limited to those 
occurring within the past three contest periods (approximately the last three years). The recipient shall exemplify 
the highest ideals of the CWA vision, that is, to promote communal support, networking, and mutual respect  
between colleagues. Only CWA members are eligible for the award. The honoree shall receive $500 and a   
commemorative award.  
 Nominations of any CWA member may be submitted by any individual (member or nonmember) The 
“Submitter” must be the direct beneficiary in the mentor relationship. Multiple nominations of one individual by 
several different people are allowed. (Impact of individual mentor experiences weighs most heavily and a “group 
vote/campaign” for an individual is strongly discouraged. It shall not influence the judging one way or another.) 
The “Nominee” contribution must go beyond that individual’s required duties as defined by his/her employment 
– in other words he or she cannot be “paid” to act as a mentor (i.e., an editor’s routine purchase, editing, or   
publishing of a Submitter’s work does not qualify, nor does a book doctor’s revision, nor an agent’s sale. To 
qualify, the mentoring must reach above and beyond the “normal or routine” business relationship one would 
expect the agent, book doctor, editor, or other professional to extend to any of his/her other clients). You may 
not nominate yourself. Nominations shall be reviewed and a recipient selected by the contest committee. There 
is no entry fee required to nominate someone for this award.  

Send this completed form, with any attachments, in triplicate, to Contest Chair Nancy Marano. 
 

(Please type or print legibly.) 
 
      NAME of NOMINEE _________________________________________________________________ 
 
      ADDRESS __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
      TELEPHONE (day) _________________ (evening) ________________ EMAIL __________________ 
 
      NAME OF SUBMITTER ______________________________________________________________ 
 
      ADDRESS __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
      TELEPHONE (day) _________________ (evening) ___________________ EMAIL _______________ 

 
Please provide a brief summary of your mentor experience, including direct, positive professional results  

of the relationship. (Please keep the summary to one single-spaced page.) 
 

ENTRIES MUST BE POSTMARKED NO LATER THAN JULY 1, 2010. 
 

Send this completed form, with attachments, in triplicate, to 
 

Contest Chair Nancy Marano 
7601 Vista del Arroyo NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87109 
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Premier Pet Products $500 CWA Conference Scholarship: 
Enter the Drawing for a Chance to Win! 

  
                              Wouldn’t you like to win $500 to attend CWA’s 2011 conference? If so, jump at this chance to enter the  
                              Premier Pet Products Scholarship Prize drawing. It’s easy to do. Just send your name and membership     
number to Barbara Florio Graham at BFG@SimonTeakettle.com. Please make your subject line: Premier Scholarship.         
Although submitting by email is best, you can also send your entry by snail mail to Barbara Florio Graham, ATTN: CWA,  
535 Charles-Desnoyers, Gatineau, QC J8P 3X4 CANADA. The postal rate for a one-ounce letter from the United States to 
Canada is 75 cents. 

The winner will be chosen at random at this year’s conference, but will receive his/her check the following year when   
actually attending CWA’s 2011 conference. Three runners-up also will be drawn in the event that the winner cannot attend 
next year. Remember, the person who wins the drawing this year does NOT have to be present at this year’s conference. The 
prize is designed so that the sponsor presents the winner with the reimbursement check at our 2011 conference.  

Any current CWA member (except a previous Premier Pet Products Stipend winner) may apply by October 15, 2010 
(postmark date). Please direct any questions about Premier Pet Products’ generous scholarship prize to President Susan M.  
Ewing at dogwriter@windstream.net. ♥ 

Shojai Mentor Award 
Excerpts from the 2009 Nomination Letter 

 The SHOJAI MENTOR AWARD recognizes the CWA member who in the past three years has offered guidance, 
encouraging counsel, support, or other help that has had a direct and positive influence on another’s writing/publishing        
success. The recipient shall exemplify the highest ideals of the CWA vision, that is, to promote communal support,              
networking, and mutual respect between colleagues.            

The Shojai Mentor Award was established to recognize how important this concept is to Cat Writers’ Association    
and Shojai Mentor Award founder Amy D. Shojai, to CWA members, and to the health and well-being of our organization.  

Let these words inspire you to write your own nomination letter for someone to win this year’s Shojai Mentor Award 
(please see the form on page 13). Remember, your nominee must be a member of CWA, and you cannot nominate yourself. 

  

Congratulations to last year’s winner of the Shojai Mentor Award – BETSY STOWE! 
“Betsy’s unfailing optimism, positive attitude, encouragement, and support are a tonic for me. I trust her to tell the absolute 

truth about any issue I place before her. Whenever any important question arises, she readily shares what she knows and    
offers to lend a hand. She has been an invaluable mentor as I edit and produce MEOW and seek to maintain good relations 

with CWA members, become familiar with CWA ideals and culture, and promote high standards and organizational harmony 
through the newsletter. Her dedicated mentoring makes her a worthy recipient of the 2009 Shojai Mentor Award.”                   

– From the Nomination Letter Submitted by Karen Payne 

$500 

Reminder 1: The CWA membership directory, and the      
information it contains, is for use by CWA members only. 
This is one of our special member benefits. Please do NOT 
pass along the Directory, or share CWA member contact    
information, in any aggregate form, with non-CWA members.  
 
Reminder 2: As a CWA member, you are free to use the   
information in the Directory to send relevant announcements, 
offers and other professional information to your fellow  
members, via snail mail or email. I shouldn’t have to remind 
anyone of this, but please use this member benefit wisely and 
professionally. 

Available to you now: To facilitate your professional      
communications, ask me for any of the following three forms 
of the CWA address list: 
 
♦ A set of pre-printed labels, for snail-mailing (This costs 

$5.00.) 
♦ An MS/Word file of formatted labels, ready to print on 

your label forms 
♦ An MS/Excel file of CWA members’ email addresses 
 
Send your requests to me at christensen@catlas.mv.com. 

CWA Membership Directory: Benefits & Cautions  ~    By Wendy Christensen, CWA Secretary  
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Again this year, CWA will 
sponsor a “bookstore” booth at 
the CWA Writers’ Conference in 
White Plains, NY. Plans are    
already underway, and we need 
your valuable feedback to help 
make this event even better for 
2010. 

Last year authors brought 
their own book inventory, and, in 
addition, CWA purchased books 
through Barnes & Noble, Inc. (Booksellers). This year we are 
looking into purchasing books through an independent    
bookstore. If anyone has a contact with an independent    
bookstore either in the White Plains area or in Connecticut, 
please let Book Signing Committee Chair Lyn Garson know at 
LynGarson@cox.net. 

We also need CWA member         
volunteers to make this event 
happen. Many volunteer         
opportunities are available. Are 
you a CWA “Kitten”? If so,   
being a part of this fun,          
important event is a great way to 
get to know your fellow CWA      
members. For the book sale, we 
need volunteers to staff the booth 
and help us set up the display. 

Stay tuned!! More information will be posted online, 
printed in the fall issue of MEOW, and relayed to members 
through E-mail postings. 

Contact book signing committee chair Lyn Garson at  
LynGarson@cox.net if you are interested in participating in 
the event as an author, volunteer, or both! ♥ 

Don’t Miss Out on the 2010 CWA Book Signing Extravaganza! 

By Lyn Garson, CWA Book Signing Event Chair  

 
 

 

    Directors Needed to Help Run CWA: Nominations Requested  
    By Linda Kay Hardie, CWA Nominating Committee Chair 
It’s election time again – but this is the cool election, the one involving directors for CWA’s governing   

      board, not the upcoming national political election! As chair of the nominating committee, I’m looking           
for members to step forward (or to push a friend forward, LOL) to help make our writers’ group continue 
to grow and flourish. 

CWA is an all-volunteer organization, and we run our programs thanks to the hard work of many volunteers. Each year, 
we elect four officers to fill the major positions. This year I am pleased to announce that Su Ewing has agreed to stand for   
reelection as president, and Dusty Rainbolt and Wendy Christensen are happy to continue serving as vice president and       
secretary, respectively. 

Each year three members of our board of directors retire, after serving a two-year term, making way for new blood. This 
year, departing directors are Sharon Melnyk and Linda Kay Hardie (i.e., me). Jill Richardson stepped down earlier this year 
from her position as treasurer, and her position has been temporarily filled by Fran Shaw and Su Ewing. The late, great        
Michael Brim’s director position has been temporarily filled by Allene Tartaglia.  

We’re looking for three new directors, and we need a new treasurer. If you’ve ever wanted to be more involved in 
CWA, this is your chance to step up. Email me at linda@louielarkey.com, or call me at (775) 324-2512 if you’d like to be  
considered. Please contact me even if you’re only curious, because in CWA’s world, curiosity never hurts any cats! (Well, I 
can’t speak for myself, because there was the time Houdini, my Abyssinian boy, fell off the top of the refrigerator because he 
was too curious about the fridge magnets. Fortunately, only his pride was wounded this time. I should’ve known better than to 
get an Aby named Houdini.) 

CWA directors are responsible for making decisions on issues affecting our organization. Most business is done by 
email, and you are expected to reply reasonably promptly. Directors are requested to attend the annual conference. 

All professional members are eligible to serve. Feel free to suggest other members whom you think might make good 
directors. We promise we won’t railroad anyone into office (Shh, don’t tell Su and Dusty and Wendy about this, though). I 
need to hear from you by June 30, 2010. 

Your nominating committee this year consists of me as chair, with Fran Pennock Shaw, and Barbara Florio Graham.  
Remember, as the saying goes, if you want something done, ask a busy person. That’s how I got Fran and Bobbi to join me on 
the committee, and how I got the three officers to agree to work for another year. 

The NomCom will review the candidates and present a slate of directors and officers. CWA members who were not  
chosen to be on the slate may run for office as well. Details about our election guidelines and procedures are available online at 
http://www.catwriters.org/08nominating-guidelines.pdf. We’ll keep you updated on the e-lists, on the web site, and in MEOW.  

Remember, the deadline is June 30! Send nominations to linda@louielarkey.com, or call (775) 324-2512. ♥ 
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Mordecai Siegal (1935-2010), author of 38 pet books, passed away on April 2, 2010. To anyone in 
the world of cats and dogs Mordecai Siegal’s name is legend. He was a founding director and Charter 
Member of the CWA, and president of the Dog Writers Association of America from 1994 to 2000. 
Morty was a tireless advocate for cats and dogs – and writers. His library of books taught generations 
of dog and cat owners (and horse owners) how to better care for their animal companions. Pets get   
better care today because of his amazing contribution to consumer education through his work.  

His Cornell Book of Cats was considered the “cat bible” by breeders and cat advocates alike, and 
still remains to this day an incredible achievement. His more recent CFA Complete Cat Book repeated 
his talent for bringing together the best experts and distilling their contributions into an incredible accessible resource. 

Beyond that, he loved writers, and mentored so many of us – our successes came about because Mordecai paved the way  
for pet writers. Mordecai Siegal was an incredible guide to me personally as a new book author, and also to the CWA during its 
first kitten-steps of life. He was always available during the early years with a friendly ear, ready advice, a shoulder to cry on, 
and he was an avid CWA cheerleader.  

He was the CWA’s keynote speaker at its second conference, served on committees 
throughout the middle years, and most recently led a special effort to help new “kittens” 
feel welcome. Mordecai was the original champion who encouraged DWAA to become 
a co-sponsor of the CWA seminars.  

He was – and will remain – the benchmark for all pet writers, as the first truly     
professional member of this unique business. He will be missed. I leave you with his 
own words, and they ring just as true today as when first published in the CWA’s first 
newsletter back in the summer of 1993.  

 

TO THE CAT WRITER, 
from Mordecai Siegal 
 

In 1935 a group of sports     
reporters, authors, magazine writers, editors, and publishers got together 
in a small room in Madison Square Garden during the Westminster  
Kennel Club show and formed an organization that became the Dog 
Writers Association of America (DWAA). I have been a part of that 
wonderful group since 1975 and for a long time have wanted a similar 
association for those of us who also write about cats. At last, the Cat 
Writers’ Association (CWA) is here. 

[The year] 1993 will be our benchmark. The future for this newly 
born organization looks good judging by the enthusiastic and vigorous         
response to it from all over the country. It is a double pleasure for me to 

be a charter member of CWA and to serve as an interim member of its 
Advisory Council/Board of Directors. Everyone reading this first newsletter is in some way acting as midwife to the newborn 
association. Because of that, I’d like to offer a few personal thoughts prompted by my previous experience as a writer and as a 
member and officer of various dog, cat, and writer organizations.  

A Salute to CWA’s Legendary Mordecai Siegal 
By Amy D. Shojai, CWA Co-Founder  

Photo above by Amy Shojai  
Other photos on this page by Betsy Stowe 

The “benchmark for all pet writers,” 
 Mordecai Siegal (from left) won prizes, 
addressed the 2004 CWA conference in 

Houston, delivered the 1995 CWA     
keynote address, and championed CWA. 

(continued on page 18) 
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Michael William Brim, 63, of Asbury Park, New Jersey, died on April 8, 2010. Michael was a      
respected colleague, a brilliant writer, savvy public relations specialist, dedicated cat connoisseur,       
outspoken feline advocate, and my CWA partner-in-cat-crime. Ever the pro, he even wrote his own  
obituary – parts of which I share here.  

His working career covered more than thirty-eight years in the animal field. He worked as advertising sales manager for 
CATS Magazine from 1966 until January 1988 when he became public relations and marketing director for The Cat Fanciers’ 
Association (CFA).  

I met Michael for the first time in November 1991 when the Purina/CFA Invitational Cat Show came to Ft. Worth, Texas, 
and Cat Fancy editor Kate Segnar introduced us. I had only a brief glimpse of the tall, dapper, tuxedoed man as he worked the 
room during the CFA’s awards banquet.  

When I wished out loud for an organization to support cat writers – after all, the dog folks had DWAA – Kate noted that 
Michael also shared that dream. But I didn’t know Michael, 
and this was in the days before Email. It took nearly a year of 
letters and phone calls to the small handful of writers and   
editors that I personally knew to figure out that yes, there was 
sufficient interest in a cat-themed writers group. 

So I finally screwed up my courage and wrote “Dear Mr. 
Brim” in a letter dated October 28, 1992 (I kept a copy!).    
Michael immediately called me. Oh, his enthusiasm was    
contagious! We made plans to brainstorm with others at the 
cat show again held in Ft Worth, and less than a month later 
on November 21, 1992, CWA was born.  

It could have stopped there. Ideas are a dime a dozen, but 
it takes more than good intentions – vision, finances, and 
knowing the right people also count – for an idea to become 
reality. Michael had all three.  

Michael persuaded the CFA to print our information materials, membership application, member cards, and bylaws and 
cover the initial mailing cost. For the first several years, he actually mailed out the new member information himself. We also 
knew that to be taken seriously, we needed movers-and-shakers and “name” people to sign on to the project and serve on the 
initial board of directors. Michael knew everyone in the world of cats, and what’s more, they liked and respected him. He 
brought several prominent members to the CWA, including Mordecai Siegal as a 
founding director.  

Beyond that solid groundwork, Michael 
championed the CWA on all feline fronts,  
making our conferences possible due to the 
support from the CFA that he fostered from the 
beginning. CWA was not allowed to just   
piggy-back our events at the hotel; our       
members also were given access to the show 
itself and encouraged to sign books during the 
event, increasing the credibility of our group. 
Today our members need only reveal their 
CWA membership, and immediately are known 
to be cat-savvy journalists who champion the 
well-being of cats of all stripes (and spots).  
We can thank Michael for that. 

Michael began the tradition of the Council 
of Directors awards, created to recognize those members who have served above and 
beyond in special capacities – as an officer, contest chair, conference coordinator, 
and more. As a dedicated volunteer, Michael understood what it takes to be a true       
amateur – to do a job “for the love of it” without expectation of compensation.       
Michael was the epitome of this concept.  

Remembering CWA Co-Founder Michael W. Brim 
September 29, 1946 – April 8, 2010 
By Amy D. Shojai, CWA Co-Founder  

Suzanne Stowe, Debbie Phillips-Donaldson, Amy Shojai, Michael Brim. 

Amy Shojai and Michael Brim share a hug  
as Amy presents a Plaque of Appreciation and 

custom-made gold pin to Michael, a CWA 
Founding Member and CWA’s VP, 1992-2003. 

Photo by Betsy Stowe 

 

 

 

The ever-stylish  Michael Brim presents 
a CWA Council Award to Sally Bahner. 

Photo by Amy Shojai 

(continued on page 18) 

 
Photo by Betsy Stowe 
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Michael served as the CWA’s first vice president from 
1992 until 2003, when he stepped down – he held office longer 
than any other person, to date. He was subsequently elected to     
lifetime director status of the organization in 2003.  

In his “real job” Michael was the executive producer for 
five videos of various topics, from the history of cat breeds   
registered by CFA, to how to groom longhaired and shorthaired 
cats. He provided technical assistance to a number of television 
shows and other media, including the National Geographic  
Special Cats: Caressing the Tiger, a 60-minute PBS TV       
program; the Los Angeles Natural History Museum’s CATS! 
Wild to Mild, a seven-year national traveling exhibit; and Fe-
line Fine: The Art of Cats, a nationally touring art exhibit 
which used the common subject of felines.  

During his lifetime Michael served on a number of       
community-based organizations’ boards of directors, including 
the Volusia (FL) County Animal Control Board and the Halifax 
Humane Society (Daytona Beach, FL). Michael was a member 
of the Pittsburgh (PA) Cat Club, Allbreed Cat Club of      
Washington County (PA), founder and president of the       
Daytona Beach Cat Fanciers, and a member of the Jersey Shore 
Cat Club (Manasquan, NJ). 

I will always remember 
Michael for his winning 
smile, undying support, and 
his snazzy dress – and    
dancing. His tuxedoed    
presence inspired my own 
“sparkle-icity” and I give 
him credit for bringing style 
to the CWA. 

Michael Brim was the 
best friend CWA could 
have. He was a friend to 
cats and to cat writers. He was my friend. I miss him. ♥ 

First, our membership should consist of those who write 
about cats for a living, those who write about cats for some  
portion of their living, those who write about cats for the love 
of it, and those who are involved with cat writing in a special 
way such as editors, publishers, photographers, illustrators, 
broadcasters, media experts, public relations counselors and 
others. In my opinion, the most important thing for our        
organization is to lend support to those involved with good cat 
writing, and continue in that direction. In other words, this 
should be an organization about writing and not about issues or 
personal beliefs and causes.  

A writers’ organization should be one that offers rapport 
between its members and a brief time-out from the commotion 

of getting into print. I 
think of the Dog 
Writers Association 
of America as an  
oasis in a sometimes 
unfriendly             
environment. 

Gathering infor-
mation, collecting 
your thoughts and 
committing them to   
paper is not easy 
work, especially 
when one’s livelihood 
is at stake. The writer 
must write, sell and 
very often protect his 

or her work from distortion and is often in an adversarial      
position with publishers, editors, art directors, sales managers, 
critics and various segments of the reading public. There is no 
point in crying about it, that’s the job.  

The purposes of the Cat Writers’ Association, like other 
writing organizations and societies, should be to help those  
responsible for cat writing to strive toward excellence in the 
work and to promote good fellowship among its members.  
That is precisely what has made the Dog Writers Association  
of America work so well for fifty-eight years. That organization 
enhances the writer’s professional life and makes it better by 
promoting the formation of professional relationships and by 
sharing information and experiences with one another. The  
enrichment of the writer’s personal life is inevitable with the 
possibilities for new friendships and shared social exchanges.  
If the Cat Writers’ Association can achieve this it will serve its 
membership well and fully justify its existence. DWAA is the 
perfect role model for CWA. It should be viewed as a sister 
organization. — Mordecai Siegal, “To the Cat Writer” ♥ 

Remembering Michael Brim by Amy D. Shojai (cont.) 

A Salute to Mordecai Siegal 
By Amy D. Shojai (continued, “To the Cat Writer”) 

CWA Founders Amy Shojai, Wendy Christensen, Mordecai Siegal,       
Michael Brim, Darlene Arden, and Allene Tartaglia received a special   

Muse Medallion™; they were among the first to join CWA in 1992/1993. 

Photo above by Betsy Stowe; other photos on this page by Amy Shojai 

 

 



      Meow                                                                  Summer 2010                                                                          19 

 

WELCOME 
MAT 

NEW MEMBERS [member numbers in brackets] 

Bits  
&  

Bytes 
Roberta Beach Jacobson contributed the essay “Senior  

Elegance” to the anthology Relationships and Other Stuff, Vol. 2 
(Emerging Edge Publishing, 2010). 

Bernadette E. Kazmarski says she’s thrilled that photos of 
her cats were used in Allia Zobel-Nolan’s new book, Cat     
Confessions: A “Kitty Come-Clean” Tell All Book. Says        
Bernadette: “I knew it was worthwhile to keep taking photos of 
my cats around the house – of course, how could I stop myself!” 
Check out Bernadette’s cat photos on the web site at http://
portraitsofanimals.wordpress.com/2010/04/20/my-cats-are-truly-
stars-now/. 

Marci Kladnik was a recent featured guest on Animal Life 
and Animal Magnet, the Pet Life Radio shows of CWA’s             
Deborah Wolfe. She discussed feral cats and TNR. Hear it at 
http://www.progressiveradionetwork.com/animal-magnet-pet-
radio/, 05/04/10, and http://www.markiac.addr.com/
PET_LIFE_RADIO/animalparty.html, Animal Magnet Episode 
19. Her cat column has been picked up by the Santa Maria Times 
and is now featured bi-weekly in two newspapers. Marci is a 
board member of Catalyst for Cats, Inc., in Santa Barbara, Calif., 
which is dedicated to helping stray and feral cats. See 
www.catalystforcats.org. 

Priscilla Maltbie’s books are crossing language borders! 
Her children's picture book Picasso and Minou was translated 
into Spanish by Editorial Juventud (Picasso y Minou) and will  
be available through www.Lectorum.com or Amazon as of July 
1. Picasso and Minou tells the story of Pablo Picasso’s early 
days in Paris as he struggles for recognition and is helped along 
by his loyal cat, Minou.     

In September, Priscilla Maltbie’s latest children’s picture 
book, Claude Monet: the Painter Who Stopped the Trains 
(Abrams Books for Young Readers) will be released and      
available through most bookstores as well as Amazon. Claude 
Monet tells how the Impressionist painter, famous for his      
landscapes and garden scenes, painted a series of train pictures. 

Cat Writer extraordinaire Amy Shojai’s first Kindle book 
was published recently (updated from the original award-winning 
Complete Kitten Care book). It'll be available for $2.99. Amy has 
written about Kindle-izing her backlist at http://
www.redroom.com/blog/amy-d-shojai/kindle-izing-backlist-
shoelaces-dummies. She also posted the link to her Facebook 
page: http://www.facebook.com/amy.shojai. 

Clea Simon announces that a radio station in Western    
Massachusetts that broadcasts a short story program once a week 
picked up her “pet noir” mystery “Dumb Beasts” to read aloud. 
Air times are June 1, June 22, and July 13; you can hear the   
podcast at http://tinyurl.com/33yyarb. Clea’s Pru Marlowe, the 
bad-girl animal psychic introduced in “Dumb Beasts,” will make 
her full-length debut in the mystery Dogs Don’t Lie, the first in 
Clea’s “pet noir” series, to be published in April 2011 by       
Poisoned Pen Press. 

 

Rebecca M. Hale [P612-10]. P.O. Box 4156, Grand Junction, 
CO 81502; 970-241-2573 (home), 970-361-0808 (business), 866-
488-7560 (fax); Email: rhale@GreenVasePublishing.com; Web site: 
www.HowToWashAAat.com, www.NineLivesLastForever.com. 
Rebecca is an author and    registered California attorney. She’s the 
author of How to Wash a Cat. Her sponsors are Deb Eldredge, 
DVM, and Susan Ewing. 

Jacque Heebner [P615-10], 269 South Beverly Drive, #366, 
Beverly Hills, CA 90212; 818-510-0322 (home), 310-261-0726 
(business), 818-510-0323 (fax); Email: jacquedesigns@msn.com; 
Web site: www.firstpersoncat.com. An author and event producer, 
Jacque is a member of the Book Publicists of Southern California 
and the author of First Person Cat, an adult mystery novel starring 
an intuitive tortoiseshell Persian. Her sponsor is Wendy Christensen.  

Tracy Horenbein [A614-10], 3318 Old St. Augustine Way, 
Tallahassee, FL 32311; 850-656-1434 (home), 850-224-2411 
(business), 850-222-1504 (fax); Email: Info@attorneysatpaw.com; 
Web site: www.attorneysatpaw.com, www.myspace.com/
orange_orange; Twitter: Attorneys At Paw. Tracy is the author of 
Orange & Orange: Attorneys at Paw: Book One: The Case of the 
Missing Catnip. Her sponsor is Wendy Christensen. 

Marci (Mary) Kladnik [P617-10], P.O. Box 592 (816 Coiner 
Court), Los Alamos, CA 93440; 805-344-4663; Email: Fivepet-
mom@verizon.net; Web site: www.catalystforcats.org. Marci has 
been a cat advice biweekly columnist since November 2007. She 
specializes in feral cats; trapping, fostering, and socializing kittens; 
writing for children; and educating the public. As a Board Member 
of Catalyst for Cats, Inc., she does education outreach, foster      
coordination, and web site work. Her sponsor is Nancy Peterson. 

Beverly Russell [P618-10], BC2323 9902 Crystal Court, Suite 
107, Laredo, TX 78045, 011-52-415-120-0760; Email: bevruss-
mex@yahoo.com; Web site: www.beverlyrussell.com. Beverly is a 
book author, publisher, and broadcaster. She’s the co-author of The 
Adventures of Kundun the Golden Cat (Beverly Russell Enterprises, 
2009). Her sponsor is Wendy Christensen.  

Florence Scarinci [A613-10], 189 Averill Boulevard,  Franklin 
Square, NY 11010; 516-328-8134 (home), 516-572-07405 
(business); Email: fscarinci@aol.com. Florence specializes in cats 
in shelters, cats in pet therapy, and the human-animal bond. She’s 
been a shelter volunteer for 15 years and is the proud owner of two 
cats. Her sponsor is Deb Eldredge, DVM.  

Peg Silloway [P616-10], 9437 Clocktower Lane, Columbia, 
MD 20146; 301-498-4992 (home), 301-335-9368 (business), 301-
368-2464 (fax); Email: PS@ursabooks.com; Web site: http://
catbookofdays.com. Peg writes about cats and their humans, the 
naming of cats, and cats in history, art, and science. A  member of 
National Association of Women Business Owners, the Independent 
Book Publishers Association and the Mid-Atlantic Book Publishers 
Association, she’s the author of The Cat Lover’s Book of Days. Her 
sponsor is Mary Shafer. 

Erika Sorocco [P620-10], 25331 Robinson Creek Lane, 
Menifee, CA 92584; 951-764-5696; Email: erikaso-
rocco@yahoo.com. Erika specializes in traveling with cats, feline 
health, felines with disabilities, and felines in pop culture and     
literature. Her sponsor is Nancy Marano. ♥ (continued on page 20) 
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 There are two means of refuge from the miseries of life:  
   music and cats. – Albert Schweitzer  

Rosie Sorenson’s Billy, a formerly 
homeless cat from Buster Hollow,      
finished in the top 100 vote-getters out of 
32,000+ entries in the HSUS Spay Day 
Pet Photo Contest. Billy won a $50 gift 
certificate for the HSUS store, which he 

generously donated to Fix Our Ferals. To see Billy, check out Rosie’s 
Zazzle store; Billy is the star of many funny greeting cards! See 
www.zazzle.com/theyhadmeatmeow. Billy thanks CWA members 
who contributed to his success! 

Rosie Sorenson's book, They Had Me at Meow: Tails of Love 
from the Homeless Cats of Buster Hollow, won the 2010 Best Pet 
Book Award from the San Francisco Bay Area Independent          
Publishers Association. They Had Me at Meow also won the 2009 
Muse MedallionTM Award from CWA.  

John Watkins helped his cat Roscoe write his memoirs about  
his greatest year on the feline golf tours. Roscoe was 12 and had         
previously won the Grand Slam and majors every year. Generally        
considered the greatest cat golfer of them all, he was thinking of    
retirement when a 3-year-old from Japan proclaimed himself the 
world’s greatest golfer and pronounced Roscoe too old to compete. 
Spurred on by this upstart, Roscoe competed on the regular and senior 
feline tours and sought to win the Grand Slam on both tours (the 
“Double Slam”) in a single year. A Golfer’s Tail: The Quest for the 
Double Slam is now available at www.createspace.com/3423356 and 
www.amazon.com. For related products and details, see http://
www.greatestcatgolfer.com and http://www.golferstail.com. ♥ 

Bits & Bytes 
(cont.) 

 

Address Changes 
Sherry Barlett has a new Email address: dejavusb@atlanticbb.com. 
Lyn McConchie requests no Email, please! Do not send any Email to 

CWA member Lyn McConchie; especially unwelcome are attachments of 
any kind. Lyn lives in New Zealand and most of these kinds of messages 
are not relevant or useful to her; they also clog her Email system. 

Celeste Yarnall has a new Email address: tangokitties@yahoo.com.  

NEWS From Winn Feline Foundation 
 

Feline Pine is partnering with the Winn Feline Foundation to 
fund research that seeks to find an effective treatment for feline 
infectious peritonitis (FIP). “We couldn’t be happier to be partner-
ing with the premiere feline health research grantor in the world,” 
said Feline Pine Brand Manager Dan Henderson. “We stand      
together in our caring and commitment to cats.” Check it out at 
www.winnfelinehealth.org, become a fan on Facebook, or contact 
Executive Director Janet Wolf at the Winn Feline Foundation,    
856-447-9798; winnfeline@aol.com. 

Winn Feline Foundation President Betty White announced 
that feline urinary stones and elimination problems will be topics of 
discussion at the 32nd Winn Feline Foundation Symposium to be 
held on Thursday, June 24, in Minneapolis, which is held in       
conjunction with the Cat Fanciers’ Association (CFA) meeting.    
Registration for the event can be done online at 
www.winnfelinehealth.org/Pages/WinnSymposium.html. 

Update on Kari Winters and Her Beloved Cats 
Sunshine (Lucinda) Needs a Home 

 

Our friend, the honored cat writer and dedicated animal    
rescuer Kari Winters, would surely be happy to know that her 
beloved cats have been rescued and are in excellent foster care on 
their way to permanent placements – thanks to the tireless efforts 
of CWA’s Darlene Arden and others who have helped. YOU can 
help by becoming an adopter, or helping to find one. 

Sunshine, now called Lucinda (“Lucy”), is looking for a   
forever home with no other pets; she loves people, but needs to be 
the “one and only” pet. Mia and Kami also are being fostered and 
may have a great forever home lined up soon. Suki will stay with 
her foster mom from now on; she has serious kidney disease and 
is getting first-class veterinary care and lots of love. 

Right now, Darlene says, “If someone could help with finding 
a forever home for 
Lucinda, I would be so 
grateful.” Please contact 
Darlene at Daar@aol.com. 

 Just after Kari’s    
sudden and mysterious 
death, two of her dogs and 
one cat were rescued and 
placed in homes. (With 
Ramona Marek’s help, the 
two poodles found a loving 
home in California, and the 
cat went to one of Kari’s 
friends in Minnesota.) But 
Kari’s housekeeper took 
her remaining dog and cats 
and refused to give them to 
Kari’s friends or family; 
the dog and one cat died. 

The remaining cats 
were rescued after an   

outcry by Kari’s friends around the world helped to convince a 
judge to order the housekeeper to hand them over. Special thanks 
are owed to Manager Susan Baker and American Airlines in New 
Mexico, who flew Kari’s four cats to safety; to the Albuquerque 
Animal Services Department and the veterinarians and foster  
parent who kept and loved Kari’s cats until they could be flown 
out of state to safety, and to the Rio Rancho Animal Shelter, 
where the cats stayed overnight after their rescue. 

A journalist’s inquiry into the bizarre circumstances of Kari’s 
death has led to a police investigation centered on the suspicious 
actions of Kari’s housekeepers. Anyone with information that 
might shed light on how Kari died, please contact Detective 
Medrano at (505) 768-2300. Stay tuned. ♥ 

 

    Quarterly Quote 

Sunshine-Lucinda 
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Forty-two years ago, I had the good fortune to meet my    
favorite actor at the time, the legendary Jose Ferrer. He was    
performing in Man of la Mancha at a theatre near me and with 
security being much looser back then, I 
had no trouble at all walking backstage 
and into his open dressing room to intro-
duce myself. I was able to get his auto-
graph and talk with him for a while. In 
fact, he was very encouraging to me, an 
aspiring actress, and recommended that 
I go to college and study theatre before 
setting out on my chosen career path. 

His advice was good and, even 
though I never became a famous actress, 
I received in my college years an      
excellent and varied education with an 
artistic viewpoint. I wrote to Mr. Ferrer 
some time after that and received a few 
letters back from him. I even got a 
phone call from him once at my college 
dorm. Now that was a surprising notice 
from our residence hall assistant! 

Fast-forward thirty-two years. My 
mother was in a nursing home with  
congestive heart failure,  losing energy 
and will by the week, although, 
strangely, she still retained her sunny 
demeanor and optimistic outlook. But 
she wouldn’t get out of bed, she wouldn’t visit with anyone but 
my husband Mike and me, she could no longer see to read, she 
wouldn’t talk on the phone, she wouldn’t listen to television or 
music; she had an existence that would, I think, drive me out of 
my mind. While visiting her one day I asked her how she did it. 
WHAT did she do all day? And she replied, “Well, I have my 
memories.” That one comment changed my life. From then on, 
Mike and I vowed that, while we were able, we would “make 
memories for the nursing home.” 

Fast-forward another three years. My dear mother had passed 
on and I, my caregiver duties ended, was determined to make my 
life meaningful. As stated in the insightful book Fatherless 
Women by CWA member Clea Simon, “Only when we lose our 
fathers, when the active elements of their fears and hopes and 
their own frustrated dreams are removed from our lives, do we 
see how all the issues of work and value play out. If our fathers 
were, ideally, our first and strongest connection with the outside 
world… when our fathers are taken from us, we are also freed 
from… particular pressure. We are free, finally, to explore our 
own expectations.” 

Because my father died when I was young, my mother was 
both mother and father to me for all of my adult life. So losing her 
in my middle age was, in effect, like losing my father also. And 
upon her loss, I vowed to finally finish the book I’d been working 
on for about a decade. So I organized and managed to publish 
Calico Tales and Others. This was a dream come true for me. It 

may or may not be my only book, but I did it, thanks to much  
information and encouragement from many wonderful CWA 
members. And I knew that both my parents would be proud. 

Now fast-forward one more time (I hope you’re not getting 
too dizzy!) to April 2010. A once-in-a-lifetime, or so I thought, 
opportunity presented itself to meet my current favorite actor, 
Vincent D’Onofrio, arguably (though no argument from me) the 
most brilliant and versatile actor of our generation. He was      
appearing at a fundraiser near Salt Lake City and also performing 
as his alter ego, the larger-than-life cowboy country rock singer, 

George Geronimo Gerkie. So Mike and 
I decided to combine a pilgrimage with 
a couple of canyons tours and headed 
out to Utah to “make a memory for the 
nursing home.” Some 42 years after 
meeting my then-favorite actor, we 
planned for me to meet my now-
favorite actor. 

Unfortunately, the concert had to 
be cancelled, but we did get to meet the 
most gracious D’Onofrio, and knowing 
that he was an animal lover, I was  
honored to give him a copy of my book 
for him and his family to enjoy. I    
believe he was genuinely happy to  
receive it and he seemed impressed that 
it had won five international awards… 
even though it has sold only 300     
copies! Having the opportunity to meet 
and converse briefly with one of my 
all-time acting heroes—someone with 
such tremendous talent and someone I 
appreciate and admire so much—was a 
major thrill in my life. 

And now, another Gerkie concert 
has been scheduled to take place in July, and Mike and I have 
obtained tickets to that also. So, with luck, I will get the           
opportunity to talk with him again and remind him that I was    
the woman with the goofy grin who gave him the cat               
poetry/photography book. The man is so kind and generous, I’m 
sure he’ll tell me he remembers me, even if he doesn’t.  

Because of these two events, this summer is turning out to be 
one of the most exciting and memorable of my lifetime. So if you 
take nothing else away from this rambling, take this: Piece the 
pieces of your life together. And make those memories for your 
future. Never mind that the plans may 
be crazy and spontaneous. Never mind 
that other people may not understand 
your motivations. If it is important to 
you, then go for it. We never know 
how much time we have on this earth, 
so make those nursing home memories 
now! I can just about promise that you 
won’t regret it. ♥ 

Piece the Pieces 
By Betsy Stowe, MEOW Editor Emeritus  

Guest Editorial 

 

Betsy Stowe is a prize-winning poet 
and photographer. She edited CWA’s 
MEOW for 13 years with style and 

grace before embarking on her current 
round of memory-making journeys. 

Photos: Betsy with Vincent D’Onofrio! 
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 SINCEREST THANKS TO OUR 2010 CWA SPONSORS! 
 

FOUNDING SPONSOR 
Nestlé‐Purina PetCare Company 

 
CROWN JEWEL SPONSOR 
Hartz Mountain Corporation 

 

DIAMOND SPONSOR 
Nestlé‐Purina PetCare Company 

Pfizer Animal Health (confirmation pending) 
 

PLATINUM SPONSORS 
ASPCA (confirmation pending), Morris Animal Foundation, PetFinder.com 

Central Life Sciences/Feliway®  
Merial 
Sergeant’s Pet Care Products  

SILVER SPONSORS 

Sherpa Pet Group 
Amy D. Shojai 
The International Cat Association (TICA) 
World’s Best Cat Litter® 

BRONZE SPONSOR 
 

Pet Sitters International (confirmation pending) 

2009 AWARDS and/or CONFERENCE SPONSORS 

ASPCA (confirmation pending) 
Cat Fanciers’ Association (award and general sponsor) 
Cat Fancy Magazine/BowTie Inc. (co‐sponsor Friday       

dinner) 
Central Life Sciences (co‐sponsor Friday dinner,           

membership bounty) 
Cornell Feline Health Center (award) 
Fe‐Lines Inc./Sticky Paws® (award) 
Hartz Mountain Corporation (awards, general sponsor) 
Merial (award) 
Morris Animal Foundation (co‐sponsor Friday dinner, 

general sponsor) 

PETCO Foundation (general sponsor) 
Petfinder.com (award, travel, seminar refreshments) 
Pet Sitters International (confirmation pending) 
Pfizer Animal Health (confirmation pending) 
Precious Cat, Inc. (general sponsor) 
Premier Pet Products (scholarship sponsor) 
Purina (awards and the awards banquet) 
Sergeant’s Pet Care Products (general sponsor)  
Sherpa Pet Group (general sponsor) 
Amy D. Shojai (award) 
The International Cat Association (TICA) (award) 
World’s Best Cat Litter® (award) 

GOLD SPONSORS 

Cat Fanciers’ Association 
Cat Fancy/BowTie Inc.  
Cat Fanciers’ Association (CFA) 
 

Cornell Feline Health Center 
Fe‐Lines Inc/Sticky Paws®  
PETCO Foundation 
Precious Cat, Inc. 
Premier Pet Products 
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Countess Catlyn, my clever cat, has definitively re-framed 
the idea of feather cat toys in my mind by making them the 
basis of her artistic creations in the realm of soft sculpture. 
Since her first visit to my mom’s house in Texas, nearly 13 
years ago, Catlyn has made that one venue the artist’s studio 
where she labors to perfect her unique art of sculpting with 
feathers. She loves to go there because palette and tools await.  

Her creations are sometimes simple, sometimes intricate, 
and always thoughtfully conceived to 
please herself and bring delight to me. 
When the creative fever strikes, she 
slips out of my bed at night to create a 
masterpiece – no one has yet seen her at 
work – and then she returns to gauge 
my surprise when my foot touches a 
feather placed just-so beside the bed, or 
when I break into applause or “oohs 
and ahs” of praise at the sight of a line 
of feathers stretching down the        
hallway. Modestly, she watches my 
reactions and accepts my approval of 
her nocturnal activities. 

Some nights I stir in my dreams 
and imagine that I hear Catlyn quietly 
talking to herself in the distance. This 
happens, I believe, when she is      
wrestling some recalcitrant feather toy 
into just the right position or when she 
is congratulating herself on the beauty 
of a design she has created. I drift off 
again without waking and imagine that 
Catlyn continues her work. 

From the first day we met, Catlyn 
has been my guardian angel and nurse, dispensing massages 
and purrs as needed. She was even invited to Healing Touch 
sessions by a practitioner who wanted to study her superior 

Feline Touch technique. 
This multi-talented kitty 
is also Queen Cat, the   
undisputed ruler of the 
house and, at times, a 
severe critic of my ideas 
on petting. (I have the 
bite marks to prove it.) 
We’ve seen at least 20 
veterinarians to try to 
find one who can handle 
her; evidently Catlyn     
considers those wily 
operators unfit to lay 

hands on one of the world’s greatest 
feline creative geniuses. I dread the day 
when she may require more than routine 
medical care. As with most creators, 
freedom is her watchword – and that 
means you take orders from her, not the 
reverse. Perhaps vets should study art! 

Catlyn’s artistic temperament gives 
her personality depth, complexity, and 
charm. Like any true artist, she emotes. 
Whether it’s affection, anger, happiness, 
or discontent, she’s not shy about  
showing her feelings.  

Most intriguing of all, though, 
Countess Catlyn demonstrates truly 
amazing intelligence – through her art. 
She knows when I need a sculpture to 
cheer me up, just as she senses when I 
need a massage or purrs. She intuits the 
kind of sculpture that best fits the mood 

of the moment. Sometimes it’s a single 
feather (like a single rose) and sometimes 

a bevy of feathered beauties (like a fragrant bouquet of      
flowers). Feather cat toys are her medium, love is her message, 
sculpture is her vocation – and I am her devoted admirer. ♥ 

The Cat’s MEOW 

By Meow Editor Karen Payne 

My Cat Family: 
Countess Catlyn, Artist & Sculptor 

Last fall, members were asked to respond to a survey about     
the distribution of CWA’s MEOW newsletter. Now it’s time for       
decisions! Members who choose to forgo a paper copy of MEOW 
will no longer receive one.   

If you choose NOT to return this survey, we will continue to 
send you paper copies of MEOW as usual.  

If you responded to this inquiry via the June 6 Email blast sent to 
all members, you do not need to reply again. 

Please tell us whether (1) you want to continue to receive MEOW 
via U.S. mail OR (2) you are willing to see MEOW only online in 
PDF format. Select ONLY ONE option:  
 
_____ (1) I wish to continue to receive paper copies of MEOW 
through the U.S. mail. 
 _____ (2) I will relinquish a paper copy of MEOW and read the 
PDF version on the CWA site. (NOTE: An email will let you know 
each new issue of MEOW is ready for viewing.) 

  
Name_____________________________________ 
  
Email address_______________________________ 
  
Reply to CWA Secretary Wendy Christensen, 256 Timbertop Road, 
New Ipswich, NH 03071; christensen@catlas.mv.com. Thank you!  

REPLY TO SURVEY NOW:  
Paper MEOW or MEOW Online? 

Reply to this survey! If you want to see MEOW only online, you can 
do that at www.catwriters.org/member-logon.html; Username: 
member; Password: cwa2009w. — MEOW Editor Karen Payne 

 
The artist, herself, is a work of art.       ©KP 

 

 

Countess Catlyn, the artist & feather toy sculptor, 
uses everyday cat toys for her artistic designs. 
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Summer 2010 
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First Class 

~ Heartfelt thanks to the generous sponsors who make our CWA Contest possible ~  
~ Special thanks to our generous MEOW contributors ~ 

Deadlines! 
 

2010 article deadlines for Meow: 
Fall issue — September 3 

 
Conference Dates!! 

November 18-21, 2010 
White Plains, N.Y. 

 
 

  2010 CWA Contest Entry Deadline  
Must be postmarked by July 1st  

 (details on pages 3-13 inside) 

 MEOW is the newsletter of the Cat  
Writers’ Association. It is the winner of an 
APEX® Award of Publication Excellence 

and is published four times a year. 
© 2010 CWA; all rights reserved. 

2010 CWA Contest  
Entry Deadline!!!!  

 
Must be postmarked by July 1st 

NO EXCEPTIONS!  
 

Contest details are found on pages 3-13  
of this issue of MEOW!      

Get the latest information about new contest  
categories. Read the contest rules. Sign up  
to be a contest judge. Fill out entry forms,  

and get your entries ready to mail to 
 

CONTEST CHAIR  
NANCY MARANO 

 7601 Vista del Arroyo NE  
Albuquerque, NM 87109 

 

© KP We were rescued — will we find a good home? 


